groups around Australia, and conducts research into wildlife disease and health
management. The facility is used by universities to give veterinary students and
wildlife trainees practical work experience and course work. The hospital works in
collaboration with volunteer wildlife rescue organisations and concerned individuals.

-
(=
(]
£
c
S

=
>
c

1

—
@
£
<)
)

]
>

o

The new facility at the Australian Wildlife Hospital will be able to treat up to 10,000 wildlife
patients each year, almost twice the current capacity. Photo: Australian Wildlife Hospital

Wildlife industry regulation

Human settlements

The department protects animal and plant species and ecosystems by regulating
the import and export of certain wildlife and wildlife products under Part 13A of
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The export
of Australian native species is regulated to protect them from overexploitation.
Protection of Australia’s native ecosystems from the threat of alien invasive species
is achieved by regulating imports of live specimens.

Part 13A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
is designed to meet Australia’s obligations under the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). Parties to the
convention protect endangered species from overexploitation that may result from
international trade by regulating imports and exports through a permit system.

CITES activities

The department represents the Oceania region on the CITES standing
committee. The department led the Australian delegation to the 14™ meeting of
the conference of the parties to CITES, held in The Hague, Netherlands, from
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3—-15 June 2007. Outcomes achieved included improved protection for cetaceans
and sharks, and increased attention to illegal trade in wildlife as ingredients in
traditional medicines. Australia also strongly supported successful moves to
protect sawfish, conclude guidelines on compliance with the convention, and
frame a strategic vision to guide future activities.

As part of its regional representative and advocacy role, Australia led a number of
CITES initiatives. These include:

* establishment of a timber officer position in the CITES secretariat for a trial
period, funded by Australia, to focus initially on the Asia—Pacific region. The
position will increase international capacity to effectively address deforestation,
illegal logging and unsustainable trade in timber species

a project to build legislative and administrative capacity for the implementation
of CITES in Palau. This project has to date engaged a legislative consultant to
review national legislation and draft new implementing legislation. An official
of the CITES Management Authority of Australia travelled to Palau to conduct
presentations, participate in workshops and hold discussions with officials of
the Government of Palau, with the aim of establishing effective governance
arrangements in line with CITES objectives. This collaboration is at the request
of the CITES Management Authority of Palau

* aproject to put in place an Australian Youth Ambassador for Development

to assist the CITES Management Authority of Vanuatu. This project is at the
invitation of Vanuatu.

These cooperative efforts to improve environmental governance have fostered
strong bilateral relationships and will contribute to biodiversity conservation in the
Oceania region.

Coalition Against Wildlife Trafficking

To complement its CITES activities, Australia recently joined the Coalition Against
Wildlife Trafficking, along with a number of national governments and several
non-government organisations. The department will act as the focal point for the
coalition in Australia. The coalition’s goals are to:

* improve wildlife law enforcement by expanding enforcement training and
information sharing and strengthening regional cooperative networks

* reduce consumer demand for illegally traded wildlife by raising awareness of
the impacts of illegal wildlife trade on biodiversity and the environment, its
links to organised crime, and the availability of sustainable alternatives

* catalyse high-level political will to fight wildlife trafficking by broadening
support at the highest political levels for actions to combat the illegal trade in
wildlife.
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Wildlife industries and trade

The department uses its regulatory powers to encourage management practices
that are humane and not detrimental to the survival of the species in the wild.

In supporting responsible wildlife-based industries, one new wildlife trade
management plan was approved in 2006-07. The department also issued

2,805 permits to export or import, including 496 ‘multiple-consignment’ permits.

Multiple-consignment permits were introduced in response to feedback from
industry participants and have since been widely adopted. These permits enable
the holder to either import or export a number of shipments over a set period of
time for certain species, while managed programmes ensure overexploitation does
not occur. They streamline the administrative process and reduce the compliance
burden for the department’s clients.

In respect to compliance, a total 7,533 seizures were made under Part 13A of
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 and six
successful prosecutions were undertaken. In one case, an individual convicted of
attempting to smuggle 23 exotic bird eggs into Australia from Bangkok, Thailand
was sentenced to two years in prison and issued with a $10,000 fine. These harsh
penalties reflect the seriousness with which Australian courts view wildlife crime.

Outcome 1—Environment

In combating illegal trade, the department works closely with partner agencies,

sharing intelligence and resources. The department works with state and territory
wildlife authorities, the Australian Customs Service, the Australian Federal Police,
overseas CITES management authorities, Interpol, and some non-government
organisations such as TRAFFIC—the joint wildlife trade monitoring programme of
the World Wildlife Fund for Nature and the World Conservation Union (IUCN).
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The department is finalising Guidelines for Cooperative Conservation Programmes
for CITES I animals in collaboration with the Australasian Regional Association

for Zoological Parks and Aquaria. Appendix I includes species threatened with
extinction. Trade in specimens of these species is tightly controlled and is
permitted only for non-commercial purposes such as conservation breeding,
research and education. A number of programmes that are operated with the
intention of conserving a species threatened by international trade were approved
in 2006-07. One such programme enabled the export of a female captive-born
orang-utan for rehabilitation and release into the wild under the Sumatran Orang-
utan Conservation Project at Bukit Tigapuluh National Park in Indonesia.

Further details of activities relating to wildlife protection and wildlife industry
regulation are in the annual report on the operation of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 in the second volume of this
set of annual reports.



Wildlife industry regulation—building partnerships with industry

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) regulates trade in all forms of wildlife listed in the
Appendices to CITES, whether whole, processed or wild collected, farmed,
artificially propagated or captive bred. The export and import of specimens
listed on CITES is regulated via export and import permits.

The department assists industry to
comply with international wildlife trade
laws by attending trade fairs and industry
conventions. At these events, business
people can ask questions and provide
feedback on compliance issues, while
the department works to raise awareness
and understanding of trade regulation
and its purpose.

Information booth.

Ingredients in traditional medicine
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Wildlife (both animal and plant) products have been used in traditional
medicines for many centuries. As the demand for these medicines has
increased, particularly with the globalisation of trade, a number of wildlife
species have become endangered and many are now threatened with
extinction. The department is committed to stamping out the use of
endangered and threatened species in traditional medicines.

Sjuswia|l}as uewnH

The department is working cooperatively with traditional medicines users
and practitioners to raise awareness about wildlife conservation and
wildlife trade.

The department has entered into

an agreement with the Australian
Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine
Association to raise awareness
among its members of wildlife trade
issues. The agreement aims to give
traditional medicine practitioners the
i opportunity to express their interest

Kerry Smith, Assistant Secretary of in protecting endangered species
the Wildlife Branch, speaking at through a certification scheme and
the Australian Acupuncture and b . bsti dal .
Chinese Medicine Association’s y using substitutes and alternatives
annual conference in Brisbane, to endangered wildlife in traditional
18-20 May 2007, .

medicine.
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Results for performance indicators

Performance indicator

2006-07 results

Commonwealth contribution to the National Environment Protection Council Service Corporation

(administered item)

Percentage of payments that are consistent
with the terms and conditions of funding
(Target: 100%)

100%. $472,436 was provided to support the operations of the
National Environment Protection Council Service Corporation

Air pollution

Trends in the concentration of key air
pollutants in ambient air in major urban
areas

Overall, air quality is good with most pollutants declining.
Particulate standards are occasionally exceeded. Ozone levels
approach the standard in large cities with some exceedences in
Sydney

Since the removal of lead from petrol, airborne lead levels are
now so low that regular ambient monitoring has ceased except
where smelting and industrial facilities are close to residential
populations

National Environment Protection Measures
for air quality are implemented and
reviewed to provide world best-practice in
the protection of community health

The review of the National Environment Protection (Ambient Air
Quality) Measure is progressing

The review of the National Environment Protection (Diesel Vehicle
Emissions) Measure was completed in April 2007

Australian Fuel Quality Standards are
implemented, and further harmonised
with international standards

No new standards came into force

Biofuels Task Force (administered item)

Fuel sampling numbers increased by 100%
from 2005-06

Fuel samples more than doubled from 1,069 in 2005-06 to 2,321
in 2006-07. Samples covered petrol, diesel, biodiesel and autogas
from approximately 750 sites around Australia and

145 compliance incident reports were received

Vehicle testing programme (E5 and E10)
and health study completed by 2007

Vehicle testing (E5 and E10) report was released in March 2007

Health impacts study has commenced and is expected to be
completed early in 2008

Ozone depleting substances

Mass of imports compared to Montreal
Protocol limits

163 ODP (ozone depleting potential) tonnes were imported
during 2006 against the total permissible import under the
Montreal Protocol of 404 ODP tonnes
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Performance indicator

2006-07 results

Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Account (administered item)

The Australian Government’s obligations
under the Ozone Protection and Synthetic
Greenhouse Gas Management Act 1989 are
met, including effective administration of
the Act, management of the Halon Bank
and programmes to phase out ozone
depleting substances and minimise
emissions of ozone depleting substances
and synthetic greenhouse gas

Australia has done better than its obligations to phase out the use
of ozone depleting substances. Production of ozone depleting
substances has ceased in Australia and local consumption is now
limited to relatively small quantities that are imported

The department oversaw the collection of 13,534 kg of halon
from Australia and facilitated the safe disposal of almost 12,000 kg
of halon and mixed waste refrigerants from outside Australia

Licence and enforcement actions are
undertaken within statutory timeframes

100%

Supplies of essential use halon are provided
within the requested timeframe

100% supplied within agreed timeframes

Percentage of facility inspections meets
local ordinance requirements

90%. One case exceeding total suspended particulates and boron
content of waste water was identified. A second sample was
taken and was within the acceptable parameters

Percentage of payments that are consistent
with the terms and conditions of funding

100%

Number of licence applications

208. 5 licences to import hydrochlorofluorocarbons and
203 precharged equipment licences to import refrigeration and
airconditioning equipment

Number of alleged breaches

6,373. Alleged breaches are generally notifed through the
Australian Customs Service and relate to suspicious individual
imports. All alleged breaches were investigated and resolved
directly, or by Customs, through determining that the import
was permitted, or issuing of an appropriate licence or voluntary
surrender of the goods

Number of requests for halon supply 12
Number of facility inspections 5
Number of projects funded None

Launceston’s air quality (administered item)

Reduction in particle emissions from
industry facilities funded under the
Launceston Clean Air Industry Programme

The programme is still in its implementation phase and no
emission outcomes are available

Packaging waste

Australian Government action plan is
developed and implemented by 2007

An action plan was approved by the minister and is being
implemented

Agreement is reached by the end of 2006
to manage the impacts of plastic bags over
future years

A consultation regulation impact statement was released in
January 2007 canvassing options to reduce the environmental
impact of plastic bags. The Environment Protection and Heritage
Council will consider how to proceed, pending completion of a
final regulation impact statement, before the end of 2007
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Performance indicator

2006-07 results

Waste oil

Number of waste oil collection units under
the Product Stewardship for Oil Programme

In total 950 units have been installed; 40 extra units were
funded in 2006-07

Area serviced by collection units

Collection units have been installed in all states and territories.
Urban and rural areas are well serviced and grants for used oil
collection units extend to remote and Indigenous communities

Hazardous substances and new organisms

Number of environmental risk assessments
of (i) industrial chemicals and (ii) agricultural
pesticides and veterinary medicines completed

(i) 220 assessments for new industrial chemicals (ii) 102
assessments for new uses of agricultural and veterinary
chemicals

Number of genetically modified organism
release proposals for which environmental
risk advice was prepared

The department provided advice for 14 proposals to release
genetically modified organisms and performed 3 risk
assessments of genetically modified organisms

Uranium mining

Median (i) and annual maximum (ii) uranium (i) 0.7%
concentrations measured downstream of the (i1) 2.5%
Ranger mine reported as percentages of the '
allowable limit (6 micrograms per litre)

Number of times limit exceeded None

Environmental assessments

Number of actions affecting matters
protected by Part 3 of the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999 whose adverse environmental impacts
have been addressed

276 matters protected under Part 3 of the Act were protected
through the referral, assessment and approval process. This is an
increase of 6 matters from 2005-06

Wildlife protection

Number of recovery plans (i) being prepared
and (i) in operation

(i)414
(ii) 308

Percentage of listed threatened species and
ecological communities with recovery plans
in operation

25% of listed threatened terrestrial species and ecological
communities have a recovery plan in operation
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Performance indicator 2006-07 results

Output 1.4—Response to the impact of human settlements

Policy advisor role: The minister Minister was satisfied with timeliness and quality of briefs. The
is satisfied with the timeliness and department has experienced challenges in responding to the
accuracy of briefs and draft ministerial unprecedented volume of correspondence now being received,
correspondence provided by the but procedural adjustments and new systems have improved
department timeliness

Provider role ': Percentage of payments 100%

that are consistent with the terms and
conditions of funding (Target: 100%)

Regulator role % Percentage of statutory Reports on the compliance with statutory timeframes triggered
timeframes triggered that are met (Target: under relevant Acts are provided in the second volume of this set
>90%) of annual reports

Price Refer to the resources table below

1 Only applies to the administration of grants programmes funded entirely from departmental funding for this output. Any grants
programmes within this output that are wholly or partially funded through administered appropriations are separately reported.

2 Applies to areas that administer legislation, for example reporting timeframes triggered under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.
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Resources

Elements of pricing

Budget prices

Actual expenses

$’000 $’000
Departmental outputs
Sub-output: 1.5.1 Environmental assessments 17,272 18,016
Sub-output: 1.5.2 Pollution prevention strategies 42,960 42,927
Sub-output: 1.5.3 Supervision of uranium mines 10,080 10,648
Sub-output: 1.5.4 Wildlife protection 13,295 13,254
Total Output 1.5 83,607 84,845
Administered items
Commonwealth Environment Research Facilities ' 15,943 15,943
Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Account 1,700 1,419
Bio Fuels - MCE Additional and Australian Government Task Force 4,029 3,867
National Environment Protection Council 429 429
Water Efficiency Labelling Scheme 2 250 422
Improving Launceston’s air quality 415 403
Total (Administered) 22,766 22,483

1 Commonwealth Environment Research Facilities is reported in cross-cutting activities.

2 Water Efficiency Labelling Scheme is reported in land and inland waters.
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