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ost Australians live in large cities. Urban air pollution is naturally one of
their important concerns.

The Academy was pleased to be invited by the Minister for the Environment,
Senator Robert Hill, to carry out an independent Inquiry into Urban Air
Pollution in Australia and to suggest measures that would improve and
maintain air quality in the future. This report is the outcome of ten months of
intensive activity by many contributors, both Fellows of the Academy and
outside experts.

The Academy is grateful to Mr Walter Stamm AM FTSE and his Steering
Committee for its oversight of the work and to Dr Alan Reid AM FAA FTSE who,
in his capacity as the Inquiry Director, managed the complex task admirably.
Special thanks go to members of the various Task Groups working with the
Inquiry who voluntarily and willingly contributed much time and expertise.

The Academy is also indebted to all those many others who made important
contributions, either through data provision and advice, such as State and
Territory Environment Protection Agencies or equivalent and the National
Environment Protection Council Service Corporation, members of the Advisory
Group and members of the public who made submissions.

While the report is the result of the work of the members of the Inquiry, I
believe that it is a coherent analysis of the problems and the steps which may
be taken to improve the urban air environment. I commend it to all interested
parties.

Sir Arvi Parbo AC, FTSE
President ATSE

October 1997
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