


While most of the motorists' main reservation is the potential to damage to their 
vehicle some are also wary because they feel uncertain or ill-informed. A majority 
of those whole believe their car can accept ethanol blended fuel nonetheless have 
doubts about buying it. 

The Commonwealth's decision to legislate on labelling and set a 10 per cent cap 
on the level of ethanol that can be added to petrol, along with the development of a 
fuel quality standard represents a logical and necessary approach to fuel ethanol. 
The evidence presented in the technical paper supports the need for a 10 per cent 
(by volume) limit of ethanol in petrol in Australia. 

A robust technical standard for fuel ethanol that complements the 10 per cent limit 
will ensure that the use of ethanol blended fuel will not be to the detriment of 
motorists' vehicles. Such a standard also represents an important stepping stone 
in building consumer confidence in ethanol specifically and biofuels generally. 

In general terms, the standard adopted in Australia should provide specifications 
that allow ethanol blended fuels to be used in as wide a range of vehicles as 
possible. Consistent with Australia's commitment to harmonization with 
international standards, the fuel ethanol standard should draw on those used in 
other major users of fuel ethanol, such as the United States (ASTM D 4806), 
Sweden (via the sekab standard which serves as the industry standard at the 
moment) and Brazil. 

The AAA supports the establishment of a technical committee to select the 
appropriate test methods as recommended in the paper. While the autoclubs do 
not have direct expertise in this field the AAA would be willing to participate in any 
working group developed to set standards for ethanol to ensure the standards 
meet the policy directions outlined above. 

I would like to re-iterate that the AAA and our constituent clubs support the use of 
alternative fuels provided there is no detrimental affect on motorists. If you have 
any further questions on this matter I may be contacted on (02) 6261 4408. 

Kind regards 

James Hurnall 
DIRECTOR TECHNICAL


