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Australian Biological Resources Study

student bursaries for travel and conferences

Guidelines and application form

The Australian Biological Resources Study (ABRS) offers small grants to honours, masters or Ph.D. students who wish to travel to national or international workshops or conferences relevant to both the student's research program in taxonomy or systematics and the ABRS Research Priorities. This document contains the guidelines and application form for students who wish to apply for a bursary for travel that will occur prior to 30 April 2013.

Important dates

	Applications open
	5 March 2012

	Applications close
	27 April 2012

	Applicants notified of results
	18 May 2012


Closing date for 2012 applications is 27 April 2012.

Late applications will not be considered.
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Read this before you start your application 

Eligibility criteria

1. Applicants must be students currently enrolled in an Honours, Masters or Ph.D. degree in the field of taxonomy or systematics at an Australian institution.

2. Applicants do not need to be a permanent Australian resident. 

3. The workshop or conference must be relevant to taxonomy or systematics.

4. The workshop or conference must be relevant to the ABRS Research Priorities outlined in Attachment A.

5. Applicants must be able to provide evidence of registration at the workshop or conference and evidence that a poster or oral paper presentation has been submitted to the organisers of the workshop or conference. This information may be provided with the application and must be provided to ABRS with the final report, if it has not been provided at an earlier date.

6. Preference may be given to applicants who receive matching funding from their home institution or other source.

7. Applicants may not apply retrospectively for travel to workshops or conferences they have already attended. 

Emailed applications that do not adhere to the following conditions will not be considered. Mailed applications must comply with Email Conditions 1-2 listed below.

Email conditions

8. Applications must be submitted as a single word document or in rich text format (.rtf).

9. All aspects of the application, including the project details, must be completed using Arial 12 point font.

10. The signature page (located on the second to last page of this document) must be received as a PDF.

11. Receipt of the application will be acknowledged by an auto reply from the ABRS. If this acknowledgment is not received it is your responsibility to contact ABRS to ensure that your application has been received. 

12. The ABRS accepts no responsibility for emailed applications that arrive with altered formatting. The ABRS staff will check the formatting of emailed applications upon receipt and may contact applicants requesting a resubmission if there are any problems. A resubmission must be made within 48 hours of such a request and may require a hard copy delivery or faxed submission.

Grant types

A maximum of $1,000 is available for an international conference and $500 for travel within Australia. Up to $15,000 in total is available each year for these awards.
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Question 1: Applicant details

	Family name
	

	Given name
	

	Address
	

	State/Territory/Postcode
	

	Phone number
	………../………………………..

	Email
	

	Residential status

Ie Permanent Resident, Aust Citizen, etc
	


Question 2: Institution and supervisor details

	Institution
	

	Address of Institution
	

	Institution Research Office
Contact name, phone number and email address
	


Question 3: Applicant education

Please list your tertiary qualifications, commencing with the highest level of qualification obtained.

	Undergraduate/higher degrees
	Level of Honours
	Year completed
	Institution

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please add additional rows as necessary.

Do you currently hold a scholarship? Please place an x in the applicable box below. 

	YES: 
Please provide further details below.
	

	NO:
Please proceed to Question 4.
	


If yes, please provide details:


Question 4: Project Details

Please describe the project relevant to the bursary using a maximum of one page and the sub-headings supplied below. 

Project title

[Please use a short descriptive title of no more than 20 words.]


Summary of project

[In no more than 100 words, please describe the proposed project in plain English terms, including why the project is scientifically and economically significant and how it relates to the ABRS Research Priorities. This text may be used in ABRS publicity. ABRS may also contact successful applicants for potential involvement in activities promoting taxonomy.]


Outcomes

[In no more than 150 words, briefly outline any publications or products resulting from the project and describe how the conference is relevant to the student’s research program and the ABRS Research Priorities, specifically referring to the priorities outlined in Attachment A (for example, to advance scientific knowledge and understanding of a potential bio-indicator for pollution).]


Question 5: Conference details

Please provide details of the Conference that you wish to attend.

	Title of conference
	

	Date of conference
	

	Location
	


Evidence of enrolment and the title and content of the poster or oral paper submitted will be required before the grant is paid.

Question 6: Funding

Please provide details of the costs of travel and matching funding.

Expected costs of travel

	Airfare/bus/train travel
	$

	Accommodation
	$

	Other Expenses
	$


Please add additional rows as necessary.

Matching funds

Have you obtained matching funding or in-kind support for your proposed travel?

	Source of Funding
	Amount

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$

	
	$


Please add additional rows as necessary.

Important information

You must read this page

Freedom of Information

All relevant documents are subject to freedom of information (FOI) and are available by making a valid application to the 

FOI Officer

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

GPO Box 787

Canberra ACT 2601

in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 1982.

Protection of information

The ABRS evaluates applications for bursary grants with the assistance of peers in the scientific community. Names of assessors are not released to applicants. Assessors of applications are requested to destroy their copy of the application after completing their assessment. This destruction must be by shredding or pulping, or, in the case of electronic records, rendering the copy unreadable. The ABRS Advisory Committee and ABRS officers are bound to observe confidentiality.

Appeals mechanism

The ABRS has an appeals mechanism for those applicants who believe their proposal has been unfairly treated in terms of the administrative procedures ONLY. Appeals in relation to the content of the proposal, assessor reports or academic judgments made by the ABRS will not be heard. Applicants wishing to appeal against a decision, based on administrative procedures, may do so by notifying the Director of the ABRS in writing. Appeals must be lodged within 28 days from the date on the letter of notification of the outcome of a bursary application. An appeals panel of three people will be convened to consider appeals. If the appeals panel finds evidence that the original decision was the result of undue administrative process, it will direct the application be reappraised.

Payment arrangements

If an applicant is successful and the Award (bursary) is accepted by the applicant, the ABRS must receive an invoice from the applicant’s institution and payment will be made to the host institution that will administer the grant on behalf of the applicant. Bursary funds that are not spent must be repaid to the Commonwealth within three calendar months of the workshop or conference.

Submission of report

In submitting this application, the applicant agrees, if successful, to provide the ABRS with reports by the due date. Further information about reporting requirements can be found at:  
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/funding-and-research/bursaries/index.html.
Award recipients must acknowledge ABRS support in any published extract, poster or paper.

Termination of an award

An Award will be terminated:

· if, in the opinion of the host institution, the applicant failed to attend the workshop or conference; or

· on the completion, death, incapacity, resignation or withdrawal of the applicant. 

If an Award is terminated, it cannot be reactivated unless the termination occurred in error.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure the acceptance and invoice are received by the ABRS within one month of receiving the offer. If these are not received within one month, the ABRS may withdraw the offer. 

If additional time is required (for example to provide evidence of conference registration and the poster or paper being submitted) please notify the ABRS of when this information will be available. 

Variation to Award

Following a review, the Commonwealth may, entirely at its discretion and without being obliged to do so, and on any conditions it considers appropriate:

· agree to a reduction or expansion of the Award and a corresponding change to the Budget; or

· agree to a further payment of the Award.

Taxes, duties and government charges

· Except as provided by this clause, all taxes, duties and government charges imposed or levied in Australia or overseas in connection with the Award shall be borne by the Institution.

· The Funds payable under the Award (Original Amount Payable) include an amount to cover any liability of the Institution for Goods and Services Tax (GST) on any supplies made by the Institution under the Agreement which are taxable supplies within the meaning of the A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 (the GST Act).

· In relation to taxable supplies made in connection with the Award, the Institution agrees that it will issue the Commonwealth a tax invoice in accordance with the GST Act.
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You must read and sign this page

Certification for Applicant

I certify to the best of my knowledge that:

· I have read, understood and agree to all conditions contained in the Important information section of this document, and

· all the details on this application are correct and complete.

	Signature of student
	Name of student
	Date

	
	
	……/….../20.....


Certification for Institution

· I declare that the institution is prepared to administer this bursary.

	Signature of supervisor
	Name and designation of supervisor

	
	

	Institution
	Date

	
	……/….../20.....


	Signature of Head of Administering Institution (or nominee)
	Name and designation of Head of Administering Institution (or nominee)

	
	

	Institution
	Date

	
	……/….../20.....


The ABRS must receive a signed hard copy of this page, OR a signed PDF of this page. See Checklist for more information.

Checklist

Please read this list and ensure you have completed all items prior to submitting your application.  Have you:

· Filled in all questions using Arial 12 point font?

· Ensured the Project Details are complete using the supplied subheadings?

· Checked that you have signed the application?

· Checked that the application is signed by the host institution?

Once you have answered yes to all these questions, you may either:

a) submit your application and a PDF of the signature page by email by the closing date, OR
b) submit all documentation as a hard copy by the closing date. 

Address to send documentation:

By Email

abrs.grants@environment.gov.au

Business Address

Grants Officer

Australian Biological Resources Study 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
GPO Box 787 
Canberra ACT 2601

Attachment A:
ABRS Research Priorities

Projects funded under the National Taxonomy Research Grant Program must be public good in focus and support the Australian Government’s National Research Priorities. Within the National Research Priorities, the following specific criteria are used by ABRS to determine whether a project will be eligible for an ABRS grant.

1. Biodiversity, Conservation and Vulnerable and Endangered Species

2. Public, Plant and Animal Health

3. Building Taxonomic Capacity

1
Biodiversity, Conservation and Vulnerable and Endangered Species

Through their work, taxonomists provide information that is fundamental to the understanding and management of our biological world. To be considered for ABRS funding under this criteria, the researcher is required to demonstrate that the intended project will encompass one or more of the following areas:

1.1
Documenting Australia’s Biodiversity:

Studies that contribute to documentation of Australia’s biodiversity, through identification, revision and documentation of understudied taxonomic groups

- This may include, for example, studies of taxonomic groups in largely unexplored habitats or molecular projects that make genetic information publicly available.

1.2
Conservation:

Taxonomic research that provides critical data underpinning national responses to human-induced change, for conservation planning or for the rehabilitation of degraded environments

- This may include, for example, taxonomic or systematic research on a group likely to be effective as an indicator of climate change, or focussed taxonomic research on a region subject to major development.

1.3
Vulnerable and Endangered Species:

Taxonomic research that contributes to a greater knowledge of Australia’s vulnerable and endangered biological heritage, especially that listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)

- This may include, for example, a revision of a genus to clearly establish the taxonomic position and conservation status of undescribed species, including species currently listed under the EPBC Act.

1.4
Identifying Australia’s Biodiversity:

Tools and products that contribute to the identification of Australia’s biodiversity

- This may include, for example, an identification key for a taxonomic group at a national scale.

2
Public, Plant and Animal Health

This criterion focuses on a range of research activities relevant to protecting Australians and Australia’s natural resource industries and biodiversity from disease or pests. To be considered for ABRS funding under the criterion of Public, Plant and Animal health, the researcher is required to demonstrate that the proposed project contributes to the following:

2.1
Public, Plant and Animal Health:

Taxonomic research on native species that are, or have the potential to become, pests or agents of disease, or may be venomous or toxic and thereby threaten public, plant or animal health in Australia

- This may include the Australian component of a large taxonomic group that has non-indigenous representatives constituting a significant biosecurity risk, where there is a need to be able to distinguish between native and exotic species.

3
Building Taxonomic Capacity

This criterion focuses on support for training and/or recruitment of taxonomists, especially for research on critical taxonomic groups

- To be considered for ABRS funding under this criterion, the researcher is required to demonstrate that the proposed project will encompass one or more of the following areas:

3.1
Training of early career researcher/s:

Taxonomic studies that include clearly specified opportunities for capture and passage of skills and information from professionals to junior colleagues

- This may include a project where there is a component that includes a clearly documented opportunity for passing knowledge from a more senior taxonomist to an early career researcher.

3.2
Knowledge Management:

Taxonomic studies that include clearly specified opportunities for capture and passage of skills and information from retired professionals to younger colleagues

- This may include a project where there is a component that includes a clearly documented opportunity for passing knowledge from a retired taxonomist.

3.2
Exchange of International Expertise: 

Projects that facilitate international exchange of research expertise and training in areas that will boost Australia's taxonomic capacity

- The lasting benefits to Australian taxonomy must be clearly specified and must include capacity building

- For example, support may be sought for salary and travel costs to bring an international expert to Australia or to enable an Australian researcher to train overseas.
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