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Fencing and broadscale fox control with poison baits

has been used successfully in Western Australia, allowing
populations of some native mammals to begin to recover
and return to former habitats. Similar control activities
have been undertaken in eastern Australia. Such control
can ease the pressure on populations of native animals,
but it is expensive and must be maintained indefinitely.

Preventing the introduction of foxes to new areas, such
as islands, is a high priority. Islands are often refuges
for animals no longer found on the mainland.

The use of poison baits for fox control must take into
account possible effects on non-target species. Burying
baits reduces the likelihood of the baits being taken
by native animals, and foxes can still find them.

Scientists are investigating ways to improve conventional
fox control methods to make them more effective and
humane, and less likely to harm non-target animals.
New biological control techniques are also being
investigated. These include a vaccine to prevent
pregnancy.

Foxes are less common where dingos are present,

and this may be another form of biological control.
Researchers are looking at the interactions between
foxes, dingos and feral cats; their findings could help
in integrating fox and feral cat control.



