


Fencing and broadscale fox control with poison baits
has been used successfully in Western Australia, allowing
populations of some native mammals to begin to recover
and return to former habitats. Similar control activities
have been undertaken in eastern Australia. Such control
can ease the pressure on populations of native animals,
but it is expensive and must be maintained indefinitely. 

Preventing the introduction of foxes to new areas, such
as islands, is a high priority. Islands are often refuges
for animals no longer found on the mainland.

The use of poison baits for fox control must take into
account possible effects on non-target species. Burying
baits reduces the likelihood of the baits being taken
by native animals, and foxes can still find them. 

Scientists are investigating ways to improve conventional
fox control methods to make them more effective and
humane, and less likely to harm non-target animals.
New biological control techniques are also being
investigated. These include a vaccine to prevent
pregnancy. 

Foxes are less common where dingos are present,
and this may be another form of biological control.
Researchers are looking at the interactions between
foxes, dingos and feral cats; their findings could help
in integrating fox and feral cat control.

How the Australian Government
is dealing with a national problem

Predation by the European red fox is listed as a key threatening
process under the Commonwealth %�����������)������������
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The threat abatement plan aims to reduce the impact 
of predation by foxes by:

• implementing fox control programs in specific areas
of high conservation priority

• encouraging the development and use of innovative
and humane control methods for managing foxes

• educating land managers to improve their knowledge
of fox impacts, and to ensure skilled and effective
participation in control activities

• collecting and disseminating information to improve our
understanding of the ecology of foxes in Australia, their
impacts and methods to control them.

Fox control programs need to be coordinated with other activities
that may be taking place, including the on-ground protection of
threatened plants and animals and control of other invasive species
such as feral rabbits and feral cats. The plan provides a framework that
enables the best use of the resources available for fox management.
The Australian Government works with the states and territories
to deal with this national problem.

More information about the ��������!��������)��������)��
�����
!	�����%��������,�
�-�� can be found at http://www.deh.gov.au/
biodiversity/threatened/tap/foxes/index.html

Further reading:
Saunders G, Coman B, Kinnear J and Braysher M (1995).
.��������'����!�����)����/�-���� . Australian Government
Publishing Service, Canberra.
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For further information, contact: 

GPO Box 787 Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 1800 803 772 
Web site: http://www.deh.gov.au 
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