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HOW TO IMPORT & EXPORT KANGAROO PRODUCTS  
 

 
This information sheet provides specific information on the requirements for exporting 
kangaroo products from Australia under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). It should be read in conjunction with the general 
information sheet on wildlife controls entitled: “How to Import and Export Wildlife or 
Wildlife Products”. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Large quantities of kangaroo products are exported from Australia each year as tourist 
items, skins, skin products and meat products.  The kangaroo industry in Australia is 
carefully monitored to ensure that it remains sustainable and does not impact 
negatively on wild populations. 
 
In order to assist in the conservation of kangaroo species, the export of kangaroo 
products is regulated in Australia under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  In some cases permits are required from the 
Australian Government’s Department of the Environment and Heritage (DEH), and in 
other cases export is prohibited. 
 
PERSONAL EXPORTS 
You do not require a permit to take out of Australia kangaroo and processed skin and 
meat products that are for personal purposes and are derived from one of the species 
listed below, if you carry them on your person or in your personal baggage.  The 
product must not be intended for any commercial purpose, including sale, lease, hire 
or exchange.   
 
• Western grey kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus) 
• Eastern grey kangaroo (Macropus giganteus) 
• Whiptail wallaby (Macropus parryi) 
• Euro or Wallaroo (Macropus robustus) 
• Bennett's wallaby (Macropus rufogriseus) 
• Red Kangaroo (Macropus rufus) 
• Rufous wallaby (Thylogale billardierii) 
 
Note that even if a specimen is exempt from requiring a permit, it may still require 
Quarantine, Customs or overseas approvals. 
  
If the item is not being exported as personal baggage (eg if it is being sent via post or 
courier), or if it has been obtained from a different species of kangaroo from those 
mentioned above, then you will need to apply for an export permit from DEH.  
 
Permits to export non-live kangaroo specimens may be issued for personal purposes 
if the specimens have been legally acquired and are personally owned by the exporter. 
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COMMERCIAL EXPORTS  
Permits are required for the commercial export of all parts and products derived from 
kangaroos.  Permits can be granted in cases where the animals have been taken 
under a harvesting operation approved by DEH. 
 
To export kangaroo products for commercial purposes, you will need to obtain:  
• a single use export permit; OR  
• a multiple use export permit and a kangaroo product export certificate. 
 
MULTIPLE USE PERMITS 
A multiple use permit to export kangaroo products allows you to make an unlimited 
number of exports without having to obtain individual export permits for each 
consignment. Multiple use permits are valid for up to three years and are issued in 
conjunction with kangaroo product export certificates (K1s). 
 
K1 certificates are purchased in addition to the multiple use permit, and one is required 
for each consignment. Exporters can purchase as manyK1 certificates as required at 
any time, provided the exporter holds a valid permit. 
 
If you have a multiple use permit, you will be permitted to make up to 40 free sample 
exports per year (eg when seeking new markets).  A sample export is defined as being 
no more than: 
• twelve whole kangaroo skins (tanned, salted or raw); OR 
• twelve manufactured kangaroo items (eg wallets, belts, etc); OR 
• 30 kilograms of kangaroo meat or kangaroo meat in products. 
 
Each sample shipment will need to be accompanied by a kangaroo export certificate 
(K2). 
 
You will also be required to keep records of all export shipments undertaken and 
details of all kangaroo product purchases made throughout the year.  
 
Incomplete forms will be returned for correction.  Failure to comply with the conditions 
of the multiple use permit can result in its revocation and/or refusal of future permits 
and legal action may be initiated.   
 
A K1 or K2 must accompany every shipment of kangaroo products shipped using a 
multiple use permit, regardless of how many individual products it contains. 
 
LIVE EXPORTS 
The export of live kangaroos for private or commercial purposes is prohibited.   
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HOW DO I APPLY FOR A PERMIT? 
This section applies to items which will be exported by means other than as personal baggage – eg 
posted.  You can apply to DEH for an export permit, provided you can prove where you purchased the 
item. 
 
An Australian permit must be issued prior to the consignment of the specimens. 
1. Obtain an application form from DEH – please refer to our website or contact us at the details 

below. 
2. Compile evidence that the product to be exported:  

• is taken from an animal harvested under a program approved by DEH; or 
• was legally acquired and is for personal use only 

Please attach all supporting documentation to your application.  Failure to do this will result in delays. 
3. Complete all parts of the application. Incomplete applications will not be assessed. 
4. Sign the form. Only applications signed by the applicant will be accepted. 
5. Make a copy of your application and supporting documentation for your own records. 
6. Attach your payment to the form, and send the form to DEH, either by post or fax.  
 
If you have any questions about the form, please contact DEH using the contact details below. 
 
DETERMINING IF THE SOURCE OF YOUR  KANGAROO PRODUCTS IS APPROVED 
The following states have kangaroo harvesting operations that have approval under the EPBC Act as of 
September 2003:  
• New South Wales; 
• Western Australia; 
• South Australia; 
• Queensland; and  
• some islands off Tasmania. 
  
You should contact the International Wildlife Trade Section of DEH if you are unsure whether the 
source of your kangaroo product is approved. 
 
WHAT ELSE DO I NEED TO KNOW? 
Imports and exports of wildlife and wildlife products are also subject to controls under the Customs Act 
1901 (administered by the Australian Customs Service - Customs) and the Quarantine Act 1908 
(administered by Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service - AQIS). Information about all these 
matters can be obtained by contacting Customs and AQIS offices in your State capital city or by 
contacting the head offices at: 
 
Australian Customs Service 
Customs House 
5 Constitution Avenue 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Telephone: 02 6275 6666 
Website: www.customs.gov.au 

Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858, CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Phone: (02) 6272 3933 
Freecall: 1800 020 504 
Website: www.aqis.gov.au  

 
WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION? 
For more information on permits, please read the accompanying general information sheet on wildlife 
controls entitled: “How to Obtain a Permit to Import and Export Wildlife or Wildlife Products”, or 
contact the Department of the Environment and Heritage at: 
 
The Department of the Environment and Heritage 
GPO BOX 787 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Phone: (02) 6274 1900 
Fax: (02) 6274 1921 
Email: wildlifetrade@deh.gov.au 
Website: www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-use 


