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BANDING OFFICE UPDATE 
 
Banding authority renewals and project reports 
Banders are reminded that all banding authorities and fee payments were due for renewal on 30 June 2000.  
Requests for payment were sent in May.  If you have a current banding authority but you did not receive a 
request please contact the Banding Office as soon as possible.   Banders newly enrolled after 1 January 2000 
are not required to renew their authorities until June 2001. 

For the 2000/2001 banding year the annual fee for a Banding Authority has increased to $54.25.  The total is 
made up of the basic fee of $50 plus an 8.5% surcharge due to the GST.   

We apologise for any confusion caused by our earlier note to the effect that the new fee would be $55.  Since 
then we have been informed that fee rises due to the GST are not allowed to exceed 8.5%.  Hence the lower 
amount charged as described above. 

Requests for project renewals and progress reports were also sent to project supervisors in May, and the 
deadline for a response is 31 July. 

 

Lisa Hardy absent on maternity leave 
We are delighted to announce that Lisa Hardy, the most experienced member of our banding office team and 
our data-handling manager, has recently hatched her first chick.  She and husband Murray welcomed Thomas 
Ross Hardy, weighing 8lb 4oz, on 26 June 2000.  Lisa hopes to return to duty in about twelve month’s time, but 
until then Amelia (Amy) McCulloch is handling her duties. 

Amy has had previous experience in the banding office and has given Lisa invaluable help in loading banding 
data and overcoming our data entry backlog.  We welcome her to the team.  Her contact details are: 

   Telephone  Fax   Email address 

Amy McCulloch  (02) 6274 2434  (02) 6274 2455  amelia.mcculloch@ea.gov.au 

 

Other staff changes in the banding office 
After a long period of stability the Banding Office has had to absorb some staff changes.  Lisa’s departure on 
maternity leave was a long anticipated and happy event, but we did not expect to be affected by the recent 
reorganisation within Environment Australia.   

Unfortunately a last minute change of plan has whisked away our office manager, Narelle Montgomery.  She 
and Barry Baker, Executive Officer and head of the ABBBS, have been assigned to the new Wildlife Scientific 
Advice Section where they will work on albatross conservation and related issues.  Barry retains his role as 
Executive Officer of the Banding Scheme but we will see less of him in the office on a day to day basis. 

On a brighter note, Cherie Sammut has joined us as temporary assistant for three months during the authority 
renewal period.  She looks after fee payments and assists David Drynan in processing banding authorities. 

 

Changes to methods of preparing data using Apple Mac computers 

Changes in the department have meant we are no longer able to accept data in Apple Mac format.  
Environment Australia has recently outsourced the IT section and as a consequence we no longer have access 
to some computer equipment, eg. Apple Mac computers.   

This means that the banding office can no longer accept Apple Mac files directly.  We suggest that you email 
your files to Amelia and include your data as a text file attachment, or send in your disks as usual but change to 
DOS format and save your files as text files.  This should make it possible for us to process data from Apple 
Macs as before. 
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Request for updated contact details and permissions from banders  
The ABBBS needs to update our list of bander contact details.  We also need updated information on whether 
banders agree to the release of their banding data, or if they wish to impose conditions on such release. 

The last page of this month’s Flightlines consists of a tear-off form.  If your contact details have changed 
recently, or if you have not previously filled out a form giving details of permission to release banding data or 
name and address, we request that you complete the form and return it to the banding office at your earliest 
convenience.  

 

REVISED TAXONOMY OF AUSTRALIAN PASSERINES 
A gremlin got into Flightlines 24 in the article on revised taxonomy and new species numbers.  The first entry in 
the section on changed species numbers should read as follows: 

Correction: Species numbers changed for two species that have been split:   
Old species New species 

637 Little Wattlebird: 710 Little Wattlebird Anthochaera chrysoptera 
 712 Western Wattlebird Anthochaera lunulata 

In the January list the common names of the new species were accidentally transposed.  Sorry about that. 

 

RELEASE OF REVISED RECOMMENDED BAND SIZE LIST – NUMBER 24, MAY 2000 
A copy of the latest revision of the Recommended Band Size (for Birds of Australia and its Territories) is being 
sent to all registered banders with this issue of Flightlines.  The new list is Revision 24 and it became 
operational in May 2000.  It replaces Revision 23 which was released in February 1997. 

The Banding Office has adopted the revised taxonomy of Australian passerines recently published in the 
Directory of Australian Birds: Passerines, by Dick Schodde and Ian Mason.  The new list incorporates the latest 
taxonomic changes, as detailed in Flightlines 24. 

 
NEW PROJECT APPROVALS 

Twenty-one new projects have been approved since 1 January 2000.  These are listed below with their aims 
and objectives. 

Bird Species 
ANPWS-EA Project Population monitoring of Masked Booby on NE Herald Cay, Coral Sea 
 Aims/Objectives:  To assess changes in abundance of Masked Boobies breeding on NE Herald Cay, Coral 

Sea. 

Broome Bird Obsrvtry Investigation into population dynamics of resident Grey-crowned Babblers 
Aims/Objectives:  To assess the abundance, survival and breeding success of Grey-crowned Babblers in 
north west Australia. 

John Dumbacher Radio telemetry, home range and social structure of Pitohui and Colluricincla 
Aims/Objectives:  To study the social structure and home range parameters of Pitohui and Colluricincla 
species in Papua New Guinea. 

Ken Green Breeding ecology of the Australian Pipit 
Aims/Objectives:  To quantify the breeding biology of the Australian Pipit and to measure nesting and 
foraging habitat use by pipits as they relate to the distribution of snow accumulation areas. 

Richard Kingsford Satellite-tracking of Straw-necked Ibis 
 Aims/Objectives:  To monitor long distance movements of birds from NSW. 
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Naomi Langmore Cuckoo parasitism and host defences 

Aims/Objectives:  To study the interaction between cuckoo parasitic behaviour of Horsefield’s Bronze 
Cuckoo and the host defences of Superb Fairy-wrens and Yellow-rumped Thornbills. 

Greg Marston Birds using revegetated understorey on a river block in the Eastern Darling 
Plateau 

Aims/Objectives:  To determine seasonal changes in bird movements, longevity, distribution and breeding in 
response to block understorey revegetation; to provide a measure of bird numbers with increasing vegetation 
density; to determine if the Hotham River forms an east-west avian corridor with the Marradong Timber 
Reserve. 

Catherine Meathrel Birds in cherry and grape production areas, NE Victoria 
 Aims/Objectives:  To develop methods of controlling frugivorous birds in cherry and grape orchards. 

Raoul Mulder Duetting in Eastern Whipbirds 
 Aims/Objectives:  To assess the importance of duetting to the behaviour and breeding success in Eastern 

Whipbirds. 

Raoul Mulder Mate choice, disease resistance and the evolution of colourful plumage in the 
Red-capped Robin (Petroica goodenovii) 

 Aims/Objectives:  To study the effect of mate choice and disease resistance on the evolution of colourful 
plumage in Red-capped Robins. 

David Page Weights of Wedge-tailed Shearwater Chicks on Muttonbird Island 
Aims/Objectives:  To document weight changes in muttonbird chicks as a means of monitoring some aspects 
of local marine productivity. 

Melanie Rathburn Evolution of plumage differences in White-winged Fairy-wrens 
 Aims/Objectives:  To determine the factors that influence differences in plumage between subspecies of 

White-winged Fairy-wrens. 

Del Richards Resource use of food plants by Wet Tropics honeyeaters 
Aims/Objectives:  To determine and correlate the preferences for native plant and introduced plant food by 
small honeyeaters in the wet tropics of North Queensland. 

Bill Rutherford Investigation into the wing formula of the Australian (Clamorous) Reed Warbler 
Aims/Objectives:  To investigate and document the wing formula and moult of the Clamorous Reed Warbler 
population in south west Western Australia. 

Bird Communities 
Cilla Kinross Viability of bird populations of farm windbreaks and other surrogate habitats 

Aims/Objectives:  To assess the contribution of farm windbreaks and other surrogate habitats on the viability 
of local bird populations. 

Bill Rutherford Monitoring of seasonal fluctuations in the avian community using coastal dune 
habitat in south western WA 

Aims/Objectives:  To document moult strategies and plumage changes relative to age of a number of 
insectivorous species in south west Western Australia; to document wing formula of Blue-breasted and 
Variegated Fairy-wrens; to monitor the seasonal fluctuations of the bird community using the Coastal Dune 
Scrub habitat in south west WA. 

Roy Sonnenburg Relocation of aggressive butcherbirds 
Aims/Objectives:  To ascertain if relocated birds return to their original territory and reoffend or if it is other 
birds attacking at the same location; to ascertain if the relocated birds offend at the new location; to ascertain 
where the relocated birds end up;  to establish causes of aggressive behaviour. 

Tom Vigilante Bird communities and fire, North Kimberley region. 
Aims/Objectives:  To study the effect of current fire management regimes on bird communities in the North 
Kimberley region of Western Australia. 
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Bat Species 
Glen Hoye Population demographics and Movement in Miniopteris schriebersii in urban 

and rural environments 
Aims/Objectives: To compare population demographics including survival in populations of Miniopteris 
schriebersii at relatively undisturbed sites in large tracts of forest with urban populations. 

Doug Watkins Evaluation of redesigned bat bands for use on Chocolate Bats (Chal.  Morio) 
Aims/Objectives:  To assess the efficacy of redesigned bat bands for reducing wing injury. 

 
BILL BOARD 
Bizarre band recoveries 
The item in Flightlines 24 about the band found in an alligator pond revived memories of bizarre band recoveries 
for David Purchase, Secretary of the ABBBS from 1967 to 1984.   

David reminded us that band 131-40280 had been found in the stomach of a crocodile at Purari River, near Ihu, 
Papua New Guinea on 19 November 1982.  Brian King had placed the band on a juvenile Masked Booby on 
Raine Island, Qld, on 13 June 1981.  A group of Papuans on a fishing expedition had shot the crocodile and 
they were very intrigued when the band came to light while the croc was being butchered for meat. 

Another unusual recovery was that of band 130-61074, found inside a Great White Shark at Portland, Victoria 
on 20 April 1968.  Gracie Bowker had used the band on an Australian Gannet chick at Lawrence Rocks on 26 
December 1967. 

 

 

Italian band on my string 
A cautionary tale from Perry de Rebeira 

Once upon a time David Purchase used to say, ”Always check the new bands you receive from the Banding 
Office before you put them on a bird’s leg.”   

There have been times I must admit to overlooking David’s advice until one day, banding Silvereyes in Kath 
Stewart’s garden in Nedlands, two banders called out the same band number for different birds!  Fortunately 
both birds were still in the hand so, with much righteousness and ceremony, both bands were removed and sent 
off to the Banding Office, accompanied by a smug note of self-congratulation.  David’s response was to the 
effect that, “I warned you this could happen.” 

Since then I have made a habit of checking all bands that come my way.  It really doesn’t take all that much 
time.  By checking the first and last band, then running my eye up the banding string from 01 to 00, checking 
that last digits are not duplicated, and confirming every tenth band after that, the job is quickly done. 

While sorting bands to take with me to Alice Springs for a new project, I unearthed a box of bands that I had 
acquired from someone who had retired or moved out of state.  An unopened packet of size 01 bands proved 
very hard to read, and not just because of my fading eyesight.  I could read every band from 02 to 00 but the 
first band just didn’t make sense.  After blinking a few times, and taking my hand lens out of the banding box, I 
tried again.  WOW!  

Whereas the second band was stamped  

WILDLIFE  Box 8  2601  017 84202 

the first band carried the markings 

INFS OZZANO ITALY  BO 84201 

Although the band was not found on a Corsican Nuthatch (wrong country), or a Sardinian Warbler (wrong band 
size), it is the most remarkable band in my box of souvenirs, accumulated over thirty-five years of banding 
activity.  I am happy to show it to anyone with the vision to read it. 
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Banders’ database 
Many banders have found it beneficial to use the electronic transfer of data to the ABBBS.  Where data is 
entered electronically by the bander there tend to be fewer errors than occur with data entries on paper.  A 
number of banders have expressed interest in receiving a database to store their data that will check the codes 
as entered and provide a mechanism for annual submission of data to the ABBBS. 

Victor Hurley of Victoria has built an Access database which validates data and checks codes as the data is 
being entered.  His own database stores banding records of over 1200 Peregrines. Since entering data onto the 
database Victor has been able to email the last three years of his annual returns to the ABBBS office where the 
data have then been loaded completely error free. 

He is keen to program another database to accommodate all Australian bird species and would like to hear from 
other banders.  If there is anybody else interested in such a program please contact Victor on 03 5022 4307 
(BH) or at the address below 

 
Victor G Hurley 
National Secretary Australasian Raptor Association 
Team Leader Victorian Peregrine Project 
Senior Flora and Fauna Planner 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment 
Fire Station Arcade 
87-89 Langtree Avenue 
Mildura, Vic.  3500  Australia 
 
Telephone: +61 3 5022 4307 
Facsimile: +61 3 5022 4302 
Email:    victor.hurley@nre.vic.gov.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme, GPO Box 8, CANBERRA, ACT, 2601 
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Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme 

 
 

CURRENT ADDRESS AND CONTACT DETAILS 
 
 
Title:  _____   Initials:   _________ Preferred first name:_______________________   Surname:  _______________________________ 
 
ABBBS Authority no:   __________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________  Postcode   _________________ 
 
Telephone: home (        )  _______________________________ Facsimile:  (        )   _______________________________________ 

  work  (        ) _______________________________ eMAIL: _________________________________________________ 
 
 

PERMISSION TO RELEASE  NAME and ADDRESS 
I hereby give permission to ABBBS to provide my name and address to the following people or organisations:
   
 Circle responses 

OTHER BANDERS          YES  /  NO 

GOVT. RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS (EG  CSIRO)      YES  /  NO 

NON-GOVT. RESEARCH ORGANISATIONS (EG  BIRDS AUSTRALIA)    YES  /  NO 

INDIVIDUAL RESEARCHERS         YES  /  NO 

OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS        YES  /  NO 

INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN BECOMING BANDERS      YES  /  NO 

 

PERMISSION TO RELEASE  BANDING INFORMATION 

I hereby give permission for ABBBS to provide details of animals I have banded, as indicated below: 

 Circle responses 

UNRESTRICTED RELEASE OF DATA        YES  /  NO 

RELEASE OF DATA WITH DUE ACKNOWLEDGMENT      YES  /  NO 

NO DATA TO BE RELEASED WITHOUT REFERENCE TO ME     YES  /  NO 

RESTRICTED RELEASE OF DATA ALLOWED, AS SPECIFIED BELOW    YES  /  NO 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature _________________________________________________  Date ______________  
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