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BANDING OFFICE UPDATE 
Staff changes 
Well!! Sorry for the delay in getting another Flightlines out to all of you.  The Department has been recently 
restructured and the banding office has been moved into the Migratory Species Section, within the Wildlife 
Conservation Branch.  This means that we are working very closely with the policy and program officers who 
are working to conserve migratory birds.  As many of you would be aware, Banding Office staff now consists 
of myself full time and Lisa Hardy 3 days per week.  This has meant that our ability to produce publications 
such as Flightlines has been restricted.  We both appreciate your patience when waiting on replies from us.  
We will get back to you – it will just take a little longer than it used to. 

New Website address 
The ABBBS website has moved home location to:  www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/science/abbbs 
All of the forms you need to apply for new banders, projects, location codes or colour marking authorities are 
available from the site.   
 
Difference between control retraps (C) and your own retraps (R) 
A number of banders have been submitting datasheets with incorrect retrap codes.  Just to clarify, when you 
mark a retrap with a ‘C’, staff in the banding office will attempt to locate the data and pass it onto you.  When 
you mark your retrap with an ‘R’, this indicates that you are aware of the data, and do not require the banding 
office to locate it for you. 

Apple Macintosh disks no longer accepted 
The ABBBS is no longer able to accept floppy disks formatted for an Apple Macintosh.  We are still able to 
accept email attachments from banders using these systems, in the usual format.  Attachments can be 
emailed to: abbbs@deh.gov.au 

Data Despatch Summaries (‘Greens’) still required 
Many banders are neglecting to submit Data Despatch Summaries (‘greens’) with their data. Banders are 
reminded that greens must be included every time data is submitted to the ABBBS.  The greens help 
banding office staff to locate your data when a recovery is made, and to help us summarise what has been 
happening in each project.  Most importantly, they allow us to monitor the rate of banding mortalities in each 
project. Disks and sheets will be returned to you if greens are not submitted with your data.  

Request for updated contact details and permissions 
Banders are asked to fill out the form enclosed with this issue and return it to the Banding Office.  This is to 
ensure that we have the appropriate permission from you before passing on any personal information to 
potential banders or researchers seeking permission to use the data you have collected.  You can use this 
form to request confidentiality on the data you collect. 

 

BANDERS ANIMAL WELFARE RESPONSIBILITIES 
There have been a number of events in recent years that have put the future of banding in Australia in 
jeopardy.  A timely reminder to all banders about responsibilities in relation to animal welfare – you are 
responsible for the welfare of every bird you band.  If in doubt, do not band it.  It is the banders’ responsibility 
to ensure that they have the necessary ethics approvals prior to starting banding.  The same principle 
applies to state/territory permits. 

The Banding Office may withdraw support for banders and associated projects if we believe that a bander is 
not showing appropriate regard toward the welfare of the study animals. 
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NEW ETHICS REQUIREMENTS FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BANDERS 
The ABBBS has received the following advice from Peter Canty, in the National Parks & Wildlife South 
Australia, regarding new requirements for banders in relation to Ethics Approvals in South Australia.  If you 
have any questions regarding this issue, please use the contact details listed below. 

“Please note the following changes to the process of obtaining bird banding approval in South Australia. 

Under the South Australian Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1985, all animal researchers are required to 
be licensed by the Office of Animal Welfare, and have their various projects reviewed by an official Animal 
Experimentation Ethics Committee.  This is in addition to the Scientific Permit required under the SA National 
Parks and Wildlife Act. 

Although this has been the case for other forms of animal research for some time, in the case of bird 
banding, which is administered by a Commonwealth agency, there had been some confusion as to whether 
this state requirement applied (in some situations, state legislation is not applicable to Commonwealth 
agencies).  A close examination of the legalities of this issue has now shown that South Australian ethics 
approval is required for bird banders operating in this State. 

To obtain ethics approval in South Australia there are two parts to the process: a ‘Licence For Teaching, 
Research or Experimentation Involving Animals’, and ‘Ethics Approval of a Project Involving Animals’. 

The licence, managed by the Office of Animal Welfare, is issued as recognition of the applicant’s general 
abilities to undertake banding as approved by the Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme. 

The ethics approval is the process whereby a recognised animal ethics committee examines each banding 
project. The Committee must take into account the expected value of the knowledge to be gained, the 
validity of the study and all ethical and animal welfare concerns. 

To minimise the bureaucracy of these requirements, the need to obtain a licence from the Office of Animal 
Welfare will be limited to either the organisation, or to the supervising bander overseeing the project.  
Similarly, only the supervising bander will need to apply for ethics approval on behalf of their banding team. 

The licence can only be authorised by the Minister for Environment and Conservation, is valid for two years 
(renewable) and has a $50 fee. 

To obtain ethics approval, the supervising bander will need to submit an application to an official South 
Australian ethics committee to review and approve the specific project proposal.  The application will need to 
list the names of all other banders involved in the project, with details on their ABBBS rating, experience etc, 
so that they are also covered. 

For supervising banders not affiliated with an organisation with an ethics committee, the ethics committee for 
the Department of Environment and Heritage, the Royal Zoological Society and the South Australian 
Museum – the Wildlife Ethics Committee – is available to review applications from external applicants (at no 
cost). 

The Wildlife Ethics Committee meets every six weeks, so applications and renewals will need to be 
submitted well in advance of expiry dates.  Ethics approval can be valid for up to two years, but there is an 
annual reporting requirement – by February each year, using a standardised summary table common to all 
ethics committees. 

As many banders are currently operating in breech of the South Australian Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Act by not having licences and ethics approval, it is strongly recommended that applications be submitted as 
soon as possible.  The application forms and supporting information are enclosed (they are also available in 
electronic form and can be sent via email if preferred). 

The contacts for these processes are: 

Office of Animal Welfare licensing:  Dr Deb Kelly, ph 8124 4801, email kelly.deborah@saugov.sa.gov.au 
Wildlife Ethics Committee Executive Officer:  Dr Bob Inns, ph 8124 4718, email inns.bob@saugov.sa.gov.au 
Whilst I play no part in the ethics approval process, I am happy to help with further information and advice if 
required. 
Yours sincerely, 
Peter Canty 
Scientific Permit Officer 
Biodiversity Survey and Monitoring 
National Parks & Wildlife SA” 
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NEW BAND DESIGNS AND MORATORIUMS 
There have been recent developments in the designs for bands for several species, following concerns 
raised by banders about the suitability of earlier designs.  These include: 

 
New Swan band – Size 35 Aluminium 
Black Swan (Cygnus atratus) may only be banded with the new specially designed swan bands (size 35 
AM).  None are to be banded with the C-shaped size 14 or 15 Stainless Steel.  Banders will only be issued 
with these bands when they operate a project specifically related to the study of this species.  Approvals and 
bands will not be issued for incidental banding of this species as part of community projects.  Many thanks to 
Ken Kraaijeveld for his assistance. 

Cut-down bands for Powerful Owl 
Powerful Owl (Ninox strenua) may only be banded using special cut down size 13 or 14 Stainless Steel 
bands.   These bands have had the return address removed, so only the band number remains.  These are 
available from the banding office in very limited quantities, to banders operating a project specifically related 
to the study of this species. Powerful Owls are not to be banded with standard height bands.  Many thanks to 
Victor Hurley, Ed McNabb and Rod Kavanagh for their assistance. 

Pelican Band Problems 
Australian Pelican (Pelecanus conspicillatus) bands (17 SS) have been recorded opening up prematurely on 
the bird.  No serious injuries have been reported at this stage.   The ABBBS is currently investigating new 
designs, including lock over bands that are supplied as a flat strip that need to be shaped in the field.  
Banders working on this species need to be aware that band loss and injury may occur, and should be 
prepared to recapture the bird and remove the band if necessary.  Many thanks to David Nicholls and Max 
Waterman for their assistance. 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Band Problems 
There has been anecdotal evidence for several years that White-bellied Sea-Eagles (Haliaeetus leucogaster) 
are able to remove the standard size 15 Stainless Steel bands.  The ABBBS has decided to err on the side 
of caution and place a temporary moratorium on the banding of this species.  No birds of this species are to 
be banded until a new design proves suitable.  We are currently investigating new designs, including lock 
over and rivet lock styles that are in use in the UK and USA.  Many thanks to Victor Hurley and Terry Dennis 
for their assistance. 

Black-necked Stork Band Problems 
The current recommended band size for Black-necked Storks (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus), size 14 Monel, 
have proven not to be suitable due to the elongated shape of the birds legs.  No Black-necked Storks are to 
be banded with this band size.  We have been investigating different designs (including the new swan band, 
old pelican bands, and two styles of penguin flipper bands), and have found that size 29 Stainless Steel 
appear to be suitable.  However, further trials are needed before the ABBBS will endorse the use of this style 
of band on this species. In the meantime, no bands are to be placed on this species until trials are 
completed. Many thanks to Greg Clancy for his assistance. 

Beach Stone-curlew Colour Band Problems 
There have been reports from members of the public regarding a Beach Stone-curlew (Esacus neglectus) 
carrying coil type colour bands constricting the foot of the bird.   The colour bands appeared to fall over the 
foot, causing restriction and apparent discomfort to the bird. The ABBBS has decided that no birds of this 
species should be colour banded using this type of colour band.  The ABBBS is investigating alternative 
methods of colour marking this species, including the use of powder coated blank metal bands. 
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NEW POLICY ON THE OPERATION OF COOPERATIVE BANDING SITES 
Over recent years, the ABBBS has experienced continuing problems with data submission from cooperative 
banding sites. Data have been received from cooperative banding site project supervisors as well as directly 
from banders operating at the sites. The data are also being provided electronically and on paper. Together 
these approaches result in a large number of errors in processing banding data and retraps. The level of 
errors is especially apparent when compared to individual banding projects and corporate banding sites. 

The ABBBS no longer has capacity to deal with the quantity of work associated with processing data from 
cooperative banding sites under the current arrangements. In an effort to manage this workload and provide 
service to banders operating at cooperative banding sites, the ABBBS has developed a new policy for 
operation of those sites. A copy of the policy is enclosed for your reference. 

The main changes relate to management of data. They are: 

• Project supervisors shall be responsible for collecting, validating and submitting ALL banding data 
for the site as soon after banding as possible. Data submitted direct to the ABBBS by banders 
assisting at the cooperative banding site will no longer be accepted. 

• All data is to be submitted electronically via disk or email. Paper records will no longer be accepted. 
To assist those of you not already familiar with electronic submission of banding data, I have 
enclosed the latest version of our “Capture of Disk Data” (CODD) guidelines. There is also a 
database designed specifically for management of cooperative banding site data available for free 
download from the Australian Bird Study Association’s website at: http://www.absa.asn.au/ 

• Resolving errors in data arising from cooperative site banding data shall be the responsibility of the 
Project Supervisor. 

• Banders operating at cooperative banding sites must comply with instructions issued by the project 
supervisor in relation to data recording and submission. 

The ABBBS expects all banders supervising or operating at cooperative banding sites to act in accordance 
with the policy.  

 
PROJECT APPROVALS 
Ninety-two new projects have been approved since 1 January 2001.  These are listed below.  As there are 
so many new projects to report on, I have not included the aims/objectives.  If you would like to know the 
aims/objects of any of these projects, please contact me directly.  This list does not include projects that 
have been amended by the project holder. 

Bird Species 
The Australasian Wader Study Group Philippines Shorebird Banding and Leg-flagging Project 

Barry Baker Demography and ecology of Red-tailed tropicbirds on  
   Christmas Island 

Barry Baker Demography and ecology of White-winged Choughs 

Mike Bamford Monitoring of birds rehabilitated by Australian Raptor  
   Conservation 

Wes Bancroft The environmental impact of Wedge-tailed Shearwater burrows 

Toni Berden The impact of egg harvesting on Cape Barren Geese, 
   Kangaroo Island  

The Broome Bird Observatory Movements of Silver Gulls in NW Australia 

Ashley Bunce Breeding ecology of the White-faced Storm-Petrel in Port Phillip
   Bay 

Ashley Bunce Diving behaviour and diet of Australasian Gannets (Morus 
   serrator) 

Matt Cameron Landscape use by Glossy Black-Cockatoos 
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Ken Chan Dispersal and Population Genetics of the Ground Parrot  
   (Pezoporus wallicus) 

Ray Chatto Pest Goshawk relocation 

Sonya Clegg Silvereye metapopulation study on islands of the southern GBR  

Andrew Cockburn Reproductive conflict in the Grey Fantail, Rhipidura albiscapa 
   (fuliginosa) 

Andrew Cockburn Behavioural Ecology of Dusky Woodswallows 

Becky Coe Heterospecific vocal mimicry in Spotted Bowerbirds   
   (Chlamydera maculata) 

Bradley Congdon Risk-sensitive foraging in a tropical procellariiform, Wedge- 
   tailed Shearwater 

Bradley Congdon Reintroduction of the Gouldian Finch to the Mareeba Wetlands
   (incorporates 'Seasonal variation in finch populations at 
   Mareeba Wetlands') 

Peter Dann Ecology of Pacific and Kelp Gulls on Phillip Island, Victoria 

Robert Davis Dispersal and Population Demographics in Common  
   Bronzewings and Crested Pigeons 

Veronica Doerr Effects of landscape structure on dispersal, sociality and 
   population genetics 

David Geering Ecology of the Regent Honeyeater  

Melissa Giese Measuring and Managing human disturbance to Australasian
   Gannets 

Melissa Giese Measuring the effects of human activity on seabirds at 
   Macquarie Island 

David Goldney Development of an Integrated Strategy to Control Welcome 
Swallows in Mine Buildings 

David Green The effects of habitat fragmentation on the dispersal behaviour
   of a rainforest restricted bird, the Logrunner 

Robert Heinsohn Breeding biology and behaviour of a near-threatened species, 
   the Grey-crowned Babbler (Pomatostomus temporalis) 

Indre Kirsten Comparative study of parental provisioning in shearwaters and 
   storm-petrels  

Alan Lill  Daily patterns in the feeding behaviour and pellet production of 
   Barn Owls 

Rob Magrath Auditory perception of White-browed Scrubwrens nestling calls
   by Pied Currawongs 

Francoise Matter Population composition and body condition of Silvereyes, 
   Zosterops lateralis at Mt Annan Botanic Gardens 

Ed Mcnabb Rehabilitation and reuniting success of the Powerful Owl, Ninox
   strenua 

Catherine Meathrel The morphological and genetic relationships between the  
   geographically isolated Pacific Gull and Kelp Gull populations 

Raoul Mulder Sexual selection and sex ratio adjustment in the Black Swan  

Raoul Mulder Multiple Ornaments and Paternity in Golden and Olive Whistlers 

Raoul Mulder Sexual selection on the extreme size-dimorphic Musk Duck  
   (Biziura lobata) 

Richard Noske Demography of Gerygones in Darwin Area 
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Bruce Pascoe Population Monitoring of the Thick-billed Grasswren (Amytornis 
   textilis) in the Northern Territory 

David Putland The dispersal strategies of Albert's Lyrebird 

Colin Rich Autecology of Red-capped and Hooded robins at Monarto  
   Zoological Park 

Jeremy Robertson The interactions between the Silver Gull and the Southern 
   Bluefin Tuna in farms at Port Lincoln 

Danny Rogers Ecology and breeding biology of Painted Snipe 

Randy Rose Superb Fairy-wrens at Tasman National Park 

Randy Rose Breeding biology of an endemic island avian species:  
   Black-headed Honeyeater 

Southern Ocean Seabird Study Association The non-breeding seabirds in south-east Queensland waters 

Helen Stevens Breeding biology of the Grey Shrike-thrush 

Chris Surman Abrolhos Islands Raptor Study 

Chris Tidemann Banding of translocated Magpies in the ACT 

Darius Tubelis Dispersal of the Eastern Whipbird in a forestry system 

The WA Wader Study Group Movements of Hooded Plovers in Yalgorup National Park 

Janice White Habitat use of the Australasian Shoveller in the SE of South  
   Australia and management implications 

Ron Wooller Nestling provisioning in Flesh-footed Shearwaters,   
   Puffinus carneipes 

Jonathan Wright Investigating the function of helping behaviour in the  
   cooperatively breeding Bell Miner (Manorina melanophrys) 

Mark Ziembicki Ecology and Conservation of the Australian Bustard 

Bird Communities 
Bill Buttemer Ecophysiology of Australian Birds 

The Clarence Valley Co-Op Station The Clarence River Valley Co-op Banding Station  

Perry De Rebeira The Birds of Western Australia 

Alex Drew A pilot project to assess the habitat values of revegetation for 
   woodland birds 

Stephen Eldridge Birds of the Ilparpa Valley, Alice Springs  

Rob Elvish Morphometrics of Tropical Birds 

Lee Fontanini Long Term Population Study at Middlesex Field Study Centre  

Amanda Freeman The use of restored and natural rainforests by a rainforest bird
   community  

Kristine French Changes in life history attributes in urban birds 

David Green A cross-disciplinary study of the evolutionary processes that 
   sustain rainforest diversity 

Jeff Hardy Impact of a new visitor development at Gundabooka NP, near
   Bourke, NSW 

Bob Horwood Birds of a Wandoo woodland remnant, Kendenup, WA 

Judith Jenkins Population diversity and morphometrics in White Gum  
   woodland 
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Barry Kentish Diversity, longevity and residence of birds inhabiting different 
   aged burnt mallee at Nanya Field Station, NSW 

Cilla Kinross Movements and nesting behaviour of starlings and competition
   between native parrots in vineyards 

Wally Klau Monitoring of selected species at Birds Australia Gluepot  
   Reserve 

Paul Mahoney Wee Jasper Community Study & Comparison of White-plumed 
   Honeyeaters 

Brenden Metcalf Recovery of the avifauna of a bush remnant after a natural  
   disaster (fire) 

James Nicholls Surveys of bird communities at an Arid Zone study site  

Richard Noske Cooperative breeding of birds in monsoon tropical woodlands 

Bruce Pascoe Survey of the birds of the Alice Valley 

Aldo Poiani Life Histories and Chlamydial Infections of Victorian Birds 

Pelican Point Bird Banding Cooperative Metapopulation structure of avian species in fragmented urban 
   bushland on the Swan Coastal Plain, Perth 

Jonathan Pridham Bush bird studies within the South Sterlings agricultural area 

Donald Ripper The Lake Wellington Wetlands Restoration Birds Study Project 

William Rutherford Community Study in Herdsman Lake (including band ovalisation
   trial on Grebes) 

William Rutherford Cooleenup Island Avian Community Study 

Rodney Smith Yanchep Banding, Yanchep National Park  

Michael Todd Small bird population dynamics in open-forest community in  
   Lake Macquarie 

Michael Todd Territoriality and behaviour of mallee birds in Central NSW 

The Tullymorgan Co-Op Banding Stn The Tullymorgan Co-operative Banding Station  

Jennifer Wilcox Long-term changes in the bird communities of Whiteman Park 

Bat Species 
John Nelson Translocation of Flying-Foxes 

Justin Welbergen The social organisation of the Grey-headed Flying Fox, 
   Pteropus poliocephalus 

Ray Williams Monitoring of a colony of Southern Myotis (Myotis macropus) at 
   Millfield Bridge, NSW - Roost fidelity and the success of  
   providing artificial roosts 

Bat Communities 
David Gee  Investigation of utilisation of citrus orchards by  
    Microchiropterans 

Daniel Lunney Woodchips and Wildlife - bat survey 

Andrea Solly Utilisation of water resources by bats in a semi arid landscape 
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ABBBS POLICY ON DATA CONFIDENTIALITY 
The ABBBS policy on data confidentiality is reprinted below for your information.  If you would like your data 
to be kept confidential whilst you analyse you results, please use the enclosed form. 

(Reprinted from ‘Revised Licensing and Project Management Procedures for the ABBBS’, 1992) 

“Confidentiality Procedures 

The confidentiality procedures developed during the meeting of the Banding Scheme Specialist Working 
Group, October 1984 are to be retained and are outlined below.  The banding scheme will be reviewing 
confidentiality categories for banders with long-term projects who have placed strict confidentiality on the use 
of their data.  The scheme cannot support projects where the data are not being analysed by the bander and 
are not available to other banders for analysis and/or publication. 

Extract from Specialist Working Group Report, October 1984. 
Availability of Core Data  
Both core data and additional data should be available unless specified by a confidentiality bar. 

Duration of Confidentiality 

• Confidentiality of data should be approved only on submission of a written request by the bander. 

• Confidentiality should be available for a maximum initial period of five years from the date of 
application. 

• Extension of confidentiality beyond the initial five year period should require a written application, 
and be at the discretion of the ABBBS. 

• “Who is banding what species” should not be subject to confidentiality. 

(‘Bander’ in this context means the bander who is responsible for submitting the data)” 

 

BILL BOARD 
Australasian Wader Study Group (AWSG) Leg Flag Sighting Database 
The AWSG, funded by Environment Australia, has developed a database specifically designed to deal with 
sightings of leg flagged shorebirds.  All reports of leg flagged shorebirds can now be reported directly on the 
AWSG’s website at: http://www.tasweb.com.au/awsg/ 

First overseas recovery of a Red-Tailed Tropicbird 
The first ever recovery of a Red-tailed Tropicbird away from the banding site was made in September 2001 
at Reunion, Indian Ocean.  Band 200-14529 was placed on a pullus at Sugarloaf Rock, WA (33 deg 33 min 
S, 115 deg 0 mins E) by Allan Burbidge on 6 January 1998.  The bird was recovered alive at Saint Gilles Les 
Hauts, Reunion, Indian Ocean (20 deg 59 min S, 55 deg 41 min E) on 10 September 2001.  Band number 
was read, and bird released.  Distance moved is 5948km at a bearing of 267degrees.  There is paper 
published on this recovery: Le Corre, M., Salamolard, M., and Portier, M-C. (2003) ‘Transoceanic dispersion 
of the Red-tailed Tropicbird in the Indian Ocean’.  Emu 103 pp 183-184. 

First overseas banded Roseate Terns recovered in Australia 
Paul O’Neill recaptured 20 (that’s right, twenty) foreign-banded Roseate Terns (Sterna dougallii) during 
January 2002 at the Swain Reefs, Great Barrier Reef, Qld (21 deg 59 min S, 152 deg 29 min E).  19 of the 
birds were banded in Japan, and one was banded at Taiwan.  Most of the Japanese banded birds were from 
the Okinawa Prefecture.  Paul has had one of his Australian banded birds subsequently recovered in the 
Okinawa Prefecture in July 2002.  As a result of these recoveries, it has been established that Roseate 
Terns are indeed a migratory species shared by Australia, Japan, and China.  In due course, the species will 
be added to the Japan-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA), and the China-Australia Migratory Bird 
Agreement (CAMBA).   Well done!! 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Australian Bird and Bat Banding Scheme, GPO Box 8, CANBERRA, ACT, 2601 
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