
This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on 29 May 2008 

A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for the Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian 
Volcanic Plain 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

The Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain is dominated by a ground 
layer of native tussock-forming perennial grasses interspersed with a variety of herbs. Large 
shrubs and trees are absent to sparse.  

The ecological community is limited to the basalt plain of Victoria that extends from 
Melbourne, west to about Hamilton. It occurs in the NRM regions of Port Philip and 
Westernport, Corangamite, and Glenelg-Hopkins. The ecological community presently has a 
very restricted geographic distribution and has suffered a very severe decline in terms of its 
extent and community integrity. It also has undergone a substantial rate of continuing 
detrimental change in the recent past.  

The key threats to the survival of the ecological community include clearing, changes to land 
management practices of remnants, application of herbicides, addition of fertilisers, weed 
invasion, poorly managed subdivision and poorly planned land use in peri-urban areas, and 
lack of knowledge or understanding of native grassland remnants.  

Priority Recovery and Threat Abatement Actions 

The lists do not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this ecological community, 
but highlight those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of listing.  

Local Actions 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
o Monitor known sites to identify key threats and the effectiveness of management 

actions. 
o Undertake survey work to locate additional remnants. 
o Minimise adverse impacts from changed land use at known sites. 
o Protect remnants of the listed ecological community through the development of 

conservation agreements and covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
o Undertake weeding of known sites to reduce or remove key weeds, for example 

Chilean Needle Grass and Serrated Tussock Grass. 
o Ensure any chemicals are applied in a manner that does not adversely impact on 

the ecological community. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing, and Fire 
o Prevent trampling and excessive grazing pressure at known sites. 
o Develop and implement appropriate fire management regimes for biodiversity 

conservation. 

Regional Actions 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
o Identify known sites of high conservation priority. 
o Protect areas of native vegetation, which contain remnants of the ecological 

community. 
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o Recognise the high level of threatened species associated with the ecological 
community and manage as appropriate. 

o Ensure chemicals used to eradicate weeds do not impact on the ecological 
community. 

o Ensure that fertilisers are not used in or near remnants of the ecological community. 
o Ensure road and rail maintenance activities do not adversely impact on known 

remnants. 

 Invasive Weeds 
o Develop and implement a long-term management plan for the control of key weed 

species in the region. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing, and Fire 
o Develop and implement appropriate strategic grazing or ecological fire regimes for 

conservation of biodiversity. 

Conservation Information 
o Raise awareness of the ecological community within the local community. 
o Investigate formal conservation arrangements, such as covenants or inclusion in 

reserve tenure. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites 
o Investigate methodologies to promote recovery of the ecological community or 

components of the ecological community. 
o Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage for future planting. 

Further Information 

An Action Statement has been prepared for this ecological community: 

Department of Sustainability and Environment. 2004. Action Statement No. 182. Central 
Gippsland Plains Grassland, Forest Red Gum Grassy Woodland, Northern Plains 
Grassland, South Gippsland Plains Grassland, Western (Basalt) Plains Grassland. 
Department of Sustainability and Environment, Melbourne, Victoria. 

Further guidance on management and recovery actions for the ecological community, and 
temperate grassy systems in general, are available from the following sources. 

Barlow, T. 1999. Grassy Guidelines. How to Manage Native Grasslands and Grassy 
Woodlands on your Property. Trust for Nature Victoria, Melbourne, Victoria. 

Greening Australia Victoria. 1999. Revegetation Guide. South Western Victoria. 
Greening Australia Victoria. 

Langford, C., Simpson, P., Garden, D., Eddy, D., Keys, M., Rehwinkel, R. and 
Johnston, W. 2004. Managing Native Pastures for Agriculture and Conservation. NSW 
Department of Primary Industries. 

Ross, J. 1999. Guide to Best Practice Conservation of Temperate Native Grassland. 
World Wildlife Fund for Nature (Australia), Sydney, NSW. 
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