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RECOVERY OUTLINE
  Eastern Bristlebird (southern)  

1 Family Pardalotidae

2 Scientific name Dasyornis brachypterus brachypterus (Latham, 1802)

3 Common name Eastern Bristlebird (southern)

4 Conservation status Endangered: B1+2bcde

5 Reasons for listing
The area of occupancy of this subspecies is only
20 km2, and spread over five locations
(Endangered: B1). Although the population is
currently stable, it is likely that there will be a further
decline in area of occupancy (B2b), quality of habitat
(c) and possibly number of sub-populations (d) with
an inevitable decline in the number of mature
individuals (e), because of the confirmed recent history
of destructive fires in Eastern Bristlebird habitat.

Estimate Reliability
Extent of occurrence 500 km2 medium

trend stable medium
Area of occupancy 20 km2 low

trend stable medium
No. of breeding birds 1,550 medium

trend stable medium
No. of sub-populations 5 high
Largest sub-population 600 medium
Generation time 5 years low

6 Infraspecific taxa
This subspecies is well-isolated from D. b. monoides
(north-eastern New South Wales and south-eastern
Queensland), which is Critically Endangered.
Preliminary genetic analysis (M. Elphinstone),
however, do not corroborate phenotypic analysis that
separated the subspecies (Schodde and Mason, 1997).

7 Past range and abundance
Near-coastal New South Wales and east Gippsland,
Vic., from Myall Lakes to Gippsland Lakes (Chisholm,
1958, Holmes, 1998, Schodde and Mason, 1999).

8 Present range and abundance
Central New South Wales: sub-populations persist
near Barren Grounds Nature Reserve (560
individuals), Budderoo National Park (250) and
Bherwerre Peninsula (600), with fewer than
20 individuals elsewhere; Southern New South Wales
to Victoria: Nadgee to Howe Flat in Victoria (Baker,
1998, Clarke and Bramwell, 1998, Holmes, 1998).

9 Ecology
This subspecies of Eastern Bristlebird lives in dense,
low vegetation, particularly heath, but also in
surrounding woodlands. It is eliminated by fire for at
least four years, with density of birds increasing until at

least 10 years after fire. The birds lay two eggs in an
enclosed cup nest (Jordan and Jordan, 1987, Bramwell
et al., 1992, Pyke et al., 1995, Baker, 1998, Clarke and
Bramwell, 1998, Chapman, 1999).

10 Threats
Extensive fire is the main threat to the southern
subspecies of Eastern Bristlebird (Baker, 1997). At
least 80% of the 10 known sites of occurrence in
Victoria were burnt between 1960 and 1995, including
fires that were widespread or frequent (Clarke and
Bramwell, 1998). In New South Wales, all but two
hectares of heath at Barren Grounds were burnt in
1968 and the species was almost eliminated from
Nadgee in 1980 (Baker, 1998). Other possible threats
are from grazing and spread of exotic plants. Because
the populations are small, predation by foxes and cats
may also be significant (Holmes, 1998). Most
remaining sub-populations are probably isolated as the
birds appear incapable of long distance dispersal.

11 Information required
11.1 Define suitable habitat.

11.2 Survey potential habitat at Ku-ring-gai Chase,
Sydney Water Special Areas, and around
Creswell.

12 Recovery objectives
12.1 Retain known sub-populations.

12.2 Maintain or increase the population size in
each region.

13 Actions completed or under way
13.1 Surveys and initial ecological research have

been undertaken.
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13.2 A draft Recovery Plan has been prepared
(NSW NPWS, 2000)

14 Management actions required
14.1 Map suitable habitat.

14.2 Control foxes.

14.3 Control weeds, particularly blackberries, at
Howe Flat.

14.4 Manage fire, particularly construction of
effective breaks to reduce fire frequency,
ensuring the fire frequency also suits other
heath-dependent species such as the Ground
Parrot Pezoporus wallicus wallicus.

14.5 Calm traffic at Budderoo N. P. and Bhewerre
Peninsula.

14.6 Monitor sub-populations annually.

14.7 Develop contingency plans in case of fire
including emergency evacuation, assisted
habitat recovery and translocation.

14.8 Translocate birds to Beecroft Water Reserve,
N. S. W.

14.9 Encourage public participation and provide
information to public.

15 Organisations responsible for
conservation
Environment Australia, New South Wales National
Parks and Wildlife Service, Victorian Department of
Natural Resources and Environment.

16 Other organisations involved
Bird-watching societies, Department of Defence,
Shoalhaven City Council, State Forests of New South
Wales, Parks Victoria.

17 Staff and financial resources required for recovery to be carried out
Staff resources required 2001-2005 0.2 Project Officer

0.2 Technical Officer
Financial resources required 2001-2005

Action Conservation
agencies

Other funding
sources

Total

Habitat mapping $15,000 $0 $15,000
Surveys $16,000 $0 $16,000
Fire management $5,000 $50,000 $55,000
Fox control $0 $10,000 $10,000
Weed control $5,000 $0 $5,000
Traffic calming $0 $4,000 $4,000
Monitoring $66,000 $50,000 $116,000
Contingency planning $5,000 $0 $5,000
Translocation $69,000 $0 $69,000
Public information and participation $5,000 $5,000 $10,000

Total $186,000 $119,000 $305,000
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