RECOVERY OUTLINE

Grey Ternlet (western Pacific)

Family

Scientific name

Common name

A W N P

Laridae
Procelsterna cerulea albivitta Bonaparte, 1856

Grey Ternlet (western Pacific)

Conservation status Endangered: B1+2e

5 Reasons for listing

Within Australian territory, this subspecies is confined
to a small area of occupancy at two breeding localities
(Endangered: B1) and a continuing decline is projected
in the number of mature individuals. Levels of genetic
interchange are assumed to be low so the status of the
Australian population has been assessed independently
from the global status (as per Gérdenfors et al., 1999),
which is Least Concern.

Australian breeding Estimate Reliability
colonies
Extent of occurrence 1,000,000 km? low
trend stable high
Atrea of occupancy 15 km? high
trend stable high
No. of breeding birds 2,000 low
trend decreasing high
No. of sub-populations 2 high
Largest sub-population 1,000 low
Generation time 5 years low
Global population share 20 % low
Level of genetic exchange low low

6 Infraspecific taxa

The other six subspecies are restricted to islands in the
central and southern Pacific Ocean. The species is
Least Concern.

7 Past range and abundance

Breeding recorded Lord Howe ., Balls Pyramid,
Norfolk 1., Nepean I., Phillip I. and nearby islets in
Australian territory and Kermadec Is, Three Kings Is
and Bay of Plenty, New Zealand. Non-breeding birds
disperse within Pacific Ocean and across Tasman Sea
to Australian mainland and offshore islands. Recorded
regularly between Brishane and Sydney, and less often
between Rockhampton, QIld, and Mallacoota, Vic.
(Higgins and Davies, 1996). No historical measures of
abundance.

8 Present range and abundance
Distribution as above. Population estimates: 100-1,000
breeding pairs in vicinity of Lord Howe 1. (Fullagar
and Disney, 1975, Brown, 1979, Hutton, 1991) and
2,000 birds in vicinity of Norfolk I. (O. Evans).
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9 Ecology

Grey Ternlets live on rocky islands in the tropics and
subtropics, nesting primarily on cliffs or steep rock-
faces. They feed on crustaceans, fish and squid, mainly
taken from inshore waters (Higgins and Davies, 1996).

10 Threats

Though spread between two isolated sub-populations,
the small size of the Australian population makes it
Vulnerable to catastrophe. Scarcity of breeding birds
on main islands of Lord Howe and Norfolk Is.
suggests vulnerability to rat predation. Population size
may have been reduced on Norfolk 1. as a result of
predation by self-introduced Nankeen Kestrels Falco
cenchroides, and Marsh Harriers Circus approximans,
visiting from New Zealand, take some birds

(M. Christian, O. Evans).

11 Information required

11.1  Determine breeding success on Lord Howe
and Norfolk Is. in comparison with their
smaller satellite islands.

11.2  Assess the need to control Nankeen Kestrels
on Norfolk I. and nearby islands.

12 Recovery objectives

12.1  Maintain protection for current breeding
population, to enable expansion.

12.2  Expansion of population on main islands.

13 Actions completed or under way

13.1  Strict quarantine is maintained on any vessels
visiting Roach 1. or Phillip I.
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13.2  Responsible cat ownership on Norfolk 1. is
being encouraged through sponsorship of a
cat de-sexing clinic, and a ban on the
importation of reproductively-competent cats
is being supported.

14 Management actions required
14.1  Census sub-population on Roach I. and Ball 3
Pyramid at least once every five years.

142 Census sub-populations on Phillip, Nepean
and Norfolk Is, including adjacent stacks,
every three years.

14.3  Establish cooperative rodent control programs
throughout Norfolk I, with a view to rat
eradication.

14.4  Eradicate rats from Lord Howe I.

145 Enhance rat baiting and cat trapping on
Norfolk I. and monitor their efficacy.

15 Organisations responsible for
conservation

Environment Australia, New South Wales National
Parks and Wildlife Service, Norfolk Island
Administration.

16 Other organisations involved
Norfolk Island Flora and Fauna Society.

17 Staff and financial resources required for recovery to be carried out

Staff resources required 2001-2005 0.05 Project Officer *
0.05 Technical Officer
Financial resources required 2001-2005
Action Conservation Other funding Total
agencies sources

Monitoring Lord Howe I. * $8,000 $0 $8,000
Monitoring Phillip 1. $2,500 $500 $3,000
Investigate comparative breeding success $10,000 $0 $10,000
Rat baiting in Norfolk Island. National Park $10,000 $0 $10,000
Cooperative rodent control on Norfolk 1.2 $10,000 $0 $10,000
Rat eradication Lord Howe 1.* $100,000 $0 $100,000
Cat trapping Norfolk 1.° $5,000 $0 $5,000
Encourage responsible cat ownership on Norfolk 1.° $2,000 $0 $2,000
Eliminate Nankeen Kestrels from Norfolk and nearby islands ® $3,000 $0 $3,000
Total $150,500 $0,500 $151,000

1. Cost divided among Providence Petrel, Kermadec Petrel, Little Shearwater, White-bellied Storm-Petrel, Masked Booby, Woodhen,

Grey Ternlet and Pied Currawong.

2. Cost divided among Providence Petrel, Kermadec Petrel, White-necked Petrel, Little Shearwater, Masked Booby and Grey Ternlet.

3. Cost divided among all threatened taxa on Norfolk I.

4. Cost divided among Providence Petrel, Kermadec Petrel, Little Shearwater, White-bellied Storm-Petrel and Grey Ternlet.

5. Cost divided between Kermadec Petrel and Grey Ternlet.
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