RECOVERY OUTLINE

Noisy Scrub-bird

Family Atrichornithidae
Scientific name

Common name Noisy Scrub-bird

A W N P

Conservation status Vulnerable; D2

Atrichornis clamosus (Gould, 1844)

5 Reasons for listing

This species qualifies as Vulnerable (D2) because it
occurs at few locations. It could possibly be listed as
Endangered as area of occupancy is less than 500 km?,
spread across five locations (B1), and a single major
fire could cause a decrease in area of occupancy (B2b),
quality of habitat (c), number of sub-populations (d)
and number of mature individuals (e). A major fire
could further reduce the fragmented population of
about 1,500 mature birds (C2a). However, the history
of fires within this species range over the last 30 years,
and efforts to prevent fire and its spread, suggest that
habitat burnt in one fire will recover before the next
habitat patch is burnt, allowing persistence of the
population. Assuming they are of limited extent, fires
should only cause a temporary decline, and can be
considered part of the natural variation. Status after
any major fire, however, would need immediate
reassessment.

8 Present range and abundance

Five gradually coalescing sub-populations east from
Two Peoples Bay near Albany, W. A. to Cheyne Beach
contained 588 singing males in 1999, 98.3% of
population (Comer and Danks, 2000). Some areas
were colonised naturally from the sub-population at
Mt Gardner, other sub-populations are the result of
translocations, which have been continuing since 1983
(Danks, 1994). The largest sub-population, at Mt
Manypeaks, arose from the first of these
translocations. Since 1994, the sub-population at Mt
Gardner has declined (179 to 129 singing males), that
adjacent to L. Gardner has virtually disappeared (13 to
2) and the reintroduced sub-population at Mt Taylor
has completely disappeared (12 to 0), while re-
introduction to Stony Hill failed (3 to 0). Other sub-
populations have increased: Angove-Normans 37 to
83, Mt Manypeaks 223 to 317, Waychinicup 0 to 26,
Mermaid 1 to 8. Also introduced successfully to Bald
Island east of Two Peoples Bay (6 to 21; Comer and

Estimate  Reliabiliy  p5n14 2000) and reintroduced to two sites near the
Extent of occurrence 160 km? medium  type locality in the Darling Ra. near Waroona (34
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nearby Torbay and Mt Barker, the sub-population at
Albany apparently the largest (Whittell, 1943). No
confirmed records from 1889 to 1961, when fewer
than 100 individuals rediscovered on Mt Gardner at
Two Peoples Bay, east of Albany (Webster, 1962,
Danks et al., 1996).

Good Noisy Scrub-bird habitat contains dense clumps
of sedges, shrubs or piles of debris for nesting
interspersed with small open areas with a thick
accumulation of leaf-litter and a well developed litter
fauna for feeding (Danks, 1991, Danks et al., 1996).
The female lays a single egg in a domed nest, which is
usually built in a clump of sedge. The main food is
terrestrial arthropods (Smith and Calver, 1984, Danks
and Calver, 1993). All occupied sites have not been




burnt for at least 10 years, the sites on Mt Gardner
having a post-fire age of 38 to 54+ years. Historically,
the species may have occupied the ecotone between
swamp vegetation and forest dominated by Jarrah
Eucalyptus marginata and Marri E. calophylla (Smith,
1985b). Dispersal appears to be along corridors of
closed vegetation. Though roads are crossed readily,
cleared land is not (Danks, 1991).

10 Threats

The disappearance of the Noisy Scrub-bird from most
of its former range has been attributed to changes in
fire regime, following the disruption of Aboriginal fire
management before the 1880s, with a single small
population surviving in an area protected from fire by
the terrain. The frequent burning of swamps, to make
them more suitable for cattle grazing, as well as their
drainage and clearance for horticulture, would have
had major impacts (Smith, 1985b, Burbidge et al., 1986,
Danks et al., 1996, Danks, 1997). Fire remains the
major threat to the species (Danks, 1997). In 1994 a
fire at Mt Taylor west of Mt Gardner destroyed most
of a recently translocated sub-population with
remaining birds disappearing the subsequent year

(A. Danks). Wildfire is the major threat at Two
Peoples Bay and wildfire or inappropriate fire
management could threaten other sub-populations.
The presence of translocated sub-populations on Bald
I. and near Waroona, however, greatly reduce the risk
of extinction. Other threats include habitat clearance
on private land which has the potential to cut
corridors, fragmenting the population and preventing
dispersal. The reason for the decline in the sub-
population at Mt Gardner, and the disappearance of
the self-established sub-population around Lake
Gardner, are unknown but could be related to the
length of time since fire or the removal of birds for
translocation (Danks, 1997, Comer and Danks, 2000).

11 Information required

11.1  Determine cause of disappearance from
around Lake Gardner.

11.2  Review status immediately after any fire.

12 Recovery objectives
12.1  Maintain all existing sub-populations.

12.2  Establish sub-populations where appropriate
habitat persists throughout former range.

13 Actions completed or under way

13.1  Intense research, monitoring and management,
over 35 years, including protection from fire
and translocation (Danks, 1997).

13.2  Translocation to Darling Ra. is continuing and
will be expanded to include Augusta area.

13.3  All sub-populations are actively protected from
fire, particularly those at Two Peoples Bay.

13.4  Total population surveys are conducted at 5
year intervals with annual counts of
Mt Gardner and Darling Ra.

13.5  Recovery of this and other threatened taxa
from the south coast is being managed by the
South Coast Threatened Bird Recovery Team.

14 Management actions required

14.1  Improve fire suppression capabilities at remote
sites.

15 Organisations responsible for
conservation
Western Australian Department of Conservation.

16 Other organisations involved
Noisy Scrub-bird volunteers, bird-watching societies,
private land-holders, City of Albany, Alcoa (Australia).

17 Staff and financial resources required for recovery to be carried out

Staff resources required 2001-2005 0.6 Project Officer
1.0 Technical Officer 1
Financial resources required 2001-2005
Action Conservation Other funding Total
agencies S0Urces

Maintain fire protection at all sites? $40,000 $10,000 $50,000
Survey and monitor population t $45,000 $45,000 $90,000
Translocate birds to south-west, if habitat available $100,000 $20,000 $120,000
Total $185,000 $75,000 $260,000

1 Cost spread among all threatened taxa at Two People 3 Bay/Mt Manypeaks
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