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What is habitat?

A habitat is where something lives and grows — it's the combination of food, water
and shefter that plants and animals need to stay alive.

Australia is made up of a wide range of climates from the hot, wet tropics to the dry, flat
interior to the cool alpine areas. As a result, the country has an immense variety of habitats
including swamps, grassiands, mangroves, forests, rainforests, woodlands and deserts.

Each of these habitats provide the right conditions for different types of plants and
animals to survive and flourish. In their own habitat, our native animals find everything
they need to survive - in particular food and water, but also hollow logs, boulders,
caverns, loose bark and tree hollows which they need to shelter and breed.

For example, a desert might be perfect for a Greater Bilby but a Loggerhead Turtle
couldn't find the right sort of food there to survive.
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S6 what can damage habitat?

Many factors, including clearing for agriculture and urban development, can damage
habitat. Other threats include competition and predation by introduced pests such as
foxes and rabbits, which have had disastrous effects on many native animals such as
the Eastern Barred Bandicoot. Weeds also pose a serious threat to native bushland by
replacing valuable native plants with unsuitable exotic species.

Some habitats - such as native grasslands - have been extensively cleared, as they
were not considered to be important. However, we now know they are vital to the
survival of many species. There is so litfle native grassland now remaining that very few
people realise just how much of this once biodiversity-rich habitat Australia has lost.

Habitat protection is one of the key environmental issues facing Australia today.
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How you can help
All Australians can join in helping to protect threatened species. You can:

Join a local conservation group, such as Landcare, to help plant trees and create habitat
Take part in awareness activities such as National Threatened Species Day and the
Hands on for Habitat Awards

Encourage your school to get involved in a local conservation program

Grow native plants in your garden and ensure weeds don't spread into surrounding bush
Be a responsible pet owner: keep cats in at night and don't dump unwanted animals
in the bush

Logs have life inside! Leave hollow logs on the ground, and buy your firewood from a
sustainable source

Be aware about how to cause minimal damage to the environment when you go
walking or camping out in the bush

There are many more ways to help — get in touch with your local conservation group
fo find out more.
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What an we do?

Some of the ways that Australians are currently working together to protect habitats
and the native animals and plants that live there, are by establishing wildlife corridors,
fencing off waterways and remnant bushland, and replanting native vegetation on
public and private land

For more information on helping threatened species in
your area, contact the Threatened Species Netwerk on

+ 96 to the website at
www.wwiorg.au/ tsn er contact your local coordinater
on the details below
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The Threatened Species Network is a community-based
progra of the Australian Goverment's Natural
Hertage Trust & WWWF Australla.



