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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Bossiaea oligosperma 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Bossiaea oligosperma, Family Fabaceae, also known as Few-seeded Bossiaea (DECC, 
2005a), is an erect shrub growing to 2 m high. Stems are circular in cross section with short 
hairs when young, becoming hairless. Leaves are alternate, 2.5–5 mm long and wide, almost 
circular with a recurved tip and with short hairs on the lower surface. Stipules (pair of 
appendages at the base of a leaf) are 1–1.5 mm long and dark brown. Flowers are 8–11 mm 
long; standard and wings (petals) are bright yellow with some red, and keels (petals) are dark 
red. Pods are elliptic, 12–17 mm long, 7–9 mm wide, lacking hairs with 1–3 seeds per pod 
(Lee, 1981; James & Harden, 2002).   

Conservation Status 
Bossiaea oligosperma is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Bossiaea oligosperma is 
also listed as vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Bossiaea oligosperma is known from two disjunct areas in NSW: the Yerranderie area of the 
Wollondilly, Allum and Tonalli River catchments in the lower Blue Mountains; and in the 
Windellama area, where it is locally abundant (Lee, 1981; DECC, 2005a). A population is 
conserved within the Blue Mountains National Park (Benson & McDougall, 1996).  

The species occurs in eucalypt woodland, including Grevillea aspleniifolia (Benson & 
McDougall, 1996). It grows on stony slopes or sandstone ridges in the Yerranderie area and 
on loamy soil in the Windellama area (DECC, 2005a). This species occurs within the 
Hawkesbury–Nepean and Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland, and  
• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Southern Tablelands of NSW and the Australian 

Capital Territory.  

Threats 
The main identified threats to B. oligosperma are too-frequent fires in the northern part of its 
range; and habitat loss and clearing due to roadwork and rural residential developments in the 
southern part of its range (DECC, 2005a).  
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include:  

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants in the Nattai and Windellama areas.  

• Determine if the two meta-populations (Windellama and Nattai) represent distinct taxa 
and seek change in status if necessary (DECC, 2005b). 

• Investigate reproductive biology and response to disturbance (DECC, 2005b). 
• Prepare and distribute environmental impact assessment guidelines (DECC, 2005b). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of B. oligosperma. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where B. oligosperma 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of voluntary 
conservation agreements (VCAs) and/or covenants for the Windellama-Bungonia area to 
identify key populations and constraints on development (DECC, 2005b). 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land by 
installing bollards and signage (DECC, 2005b). 

• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for B. oligosperma using 

mosaic pattern hazard reduction techniques to ensure seed production occurs (DECC, 
2005a). 

• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 
inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

• Ensure personnel involved in planning and undertaking hazard reduction burns are able to 
identify B. oligosperma and its habitat (DECC, 2005a).  

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of B. oligosperma within the local community.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to B. oligosperma, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Bossiaea oligosperma (DECC, 2005b). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions. 
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