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Advice to the Minister for the Environment 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Taeniophyllum muelleri (minute orchid) 

2. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 

3. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

The Committee judges that Taeniophyllum muelleri is not eligible for listing in any category 
as it was incorrectly listed as a Norfolk Island endemic, and taxonomic revision of 
Taeniophyllum species has resulted in the Norfolk Island form of the entity being formally 
described as a separate species, Taeniophyllum norfolkianum. 

Taeniophyllum. muelleri was listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act in 2003. It was 
incorrectly described in the listing advice, which covered 15 Norfolk Island flora species, as 
endemic to Norfolk Island although the type specimen comes from south-eastern 
Queensland and the species was also known from northern New South Wales. 

Jones et al. (2006) formally described the Norfolk Island form as a separate species, 
T. norfolkianum, based on it having a much shorter inflorescence and only one or two 
flowers versus up to 16 flowers on T. muelleri. From the listing advice (TSSC, 2003) and the 

Species Profile and Threats Database profile (DSEWPAC, 2011) it is clear that the intent 

was to only list the Norfolk Island taxon and not its mainland relative T. muelleri. A name 
change was completed in September 2009 to correctly include T. norfolkianum in the 
vulnerable category.  

4. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for de-listing due to taxonomic change. 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Taeniophyllum muelleri 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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