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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Picris evae (Hawkweed) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Picris evae, Family Asteraceae, also known as Hawkweed, is an erect annual herb growing 
1.3–1.7 m high. Leaves are 2.5–15 cm long, 4–30 mm wide, margins entire to toothed, stalk-
less, sparsely covered with split-ended hairs, and mostly grow around the base of the plant. 
Flower heads are yellow, 8–10 mm wide, with hairs along the midrib of the bracts. The fruits 
are 5–8 mm long and the beak is long and mostly curved (Lack, 1979; Murray & Brown, 
1992; Holzapfel, 1994; DECC, 2005a). 

Conservation Status 
Hawkweed is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Hawkweed is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and the Nature Conservation 
(Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Hawkweed occurs north of the Inverell area in NSW and has been collected at Elsmore 
(16 km east of Inverell), Oxley Park (Tamworth), and Dangars Falls in Oxley Wild Rivers 
National Park in the NSW northern tablelands (DECC, 2005a). This species also occurs at 
30 sites in the Darling Downs and Moreton pastoral districts in south-east Queensland 
(Bostock & Holland, 2007). It occurs within the Border Rivers–Gwydir, Northern Rivers 
(NSW), South West Queensland, Border Rivers Maranoa–Balonne, and Condamine 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Hawkweed occurs in Eucalyptus open woodland with a grassy understorey composed of 
Dichanthium spp. Upper stratum species include Eucalyptus melliodora, E. crebra, 
E. populnea, E. albens, Angophora subvelutina, Allocasuarina torulosa, and 
Casuarina cunninghamiana (Holzapfel, 1994). Collections have been made along roadsides 
and in cultivated areas, such as paddocks, on black, dark grey or red-brown soils, reddish 
clay-loam or medium clay soils (DECC, 2005a).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
• Semi-evergreen vine thickets of the Brigalow Belt (North and South) and Nandewar 

Bioregions, 
• Bluegrass (Dichanthium spp.) dominant grasslands of the Brigalow Belt Bioregions 

(North and South), 
• Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), and  
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native 

Grassland. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Hawkweed are weed invasion, inappropriate fire regimes, 
habitat fragmentation and clearing of vegetation for cropping and grazing (DECC, 2005a). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, fire ecology, ecological requirements 

and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Hawkweed. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify significant vulnerable populations of high conservation priority; focus recovery 

actions and adaptive management at these sites (DECC, 2005b).  
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Hawkweed occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 
covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Hawkweed. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Hawkweed within the local community.  
• Negotiate with landholders to prepare and implement site management plans that address 

threats (DECC, 2005b).  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Hawkweed. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Conduct weed control at five selected sites and monitor benefit (DECC, 2005b).   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the Hawkweed, using appropriate methods. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on the Hawkweed.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Ensure that livestock grazing, if it occurs in the area, uses an appropriate management 

regime and density that does not detrimentally affect this species. 
• Where appropriate manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Hawkweed, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Picris evae (DECC, 2005b), and 
• Oxley Wild Rivers National Park, Oxley Wild Rivers State Conservation Area, 

Cunnawarra National Park and Georges Creek Nature Reserve Plan of Management 
(NSW NPWS, 2005). 

These were the most current prescriptions at the time of publishing; please refer to the 
relevant agency’s website for any updated version.  
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