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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ochrosia moorei (Southern Ochrosia) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Ochrosia moorei, Family Apocynaceae, also known as Southern Ochrosia, is a small tree, 
sometimes crooked, with several stems, growing to 11 m. Bark is dark brown, finely wrinkled 
and rough. Leaves are 8–20 cm long, arranged in twos or threes, varying in shape but tapering 
to a long point at the tip and gradually narrowing at the base. They are green and shiny, paler 
beneath and thin in texture. When picked, leaf-stalks exude milky sap. Flowering occurs from 
December to February; small white flowers are held in small clusters at the ends of branchlets. 
The shiny scarlet fruit is oval and 4–8 cm long (DECC, 2005). 

Conservation Status 
Southern Ochrosia is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Southern Ochrosia is also 
listed as endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and the 
Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Southern Ochrosia is known from north-east NSW and south-east Queensland. The range of 
this species extends from Richmond River in NSW through to the McPherson Ranges, 
Queensland (Forster, 1996). Current distribution is very sparse due to land clearing, with a 
7700 km2 extent of occurrence and 100 ha area of occupancy (Barry & Thomas, 1994; DECC, 
2005; CHAH, 2008). In NSW, 23 locations have been recorded, and two have been recorded 
from Queensland (CHAH, 2008). Population size in Queensland is limited and unlikely to be 
more than 20. In 1994 the NSW population was estimated at 50 (Barry & Thomas, 1994; 
Quinn et al., 1995). Although there are many localities, many have only one specimen (Quinn 
et al., 1995). Populations are reserved in Victoria Park Nature Reserve (NR), Booyong NR, 
Wollumbin Wildlife Refuge, Liminwood NR, Boatharbour NR, Big Scrub NR, Rotary Park 
NR, Wilson Park NR, Davis Scrub NR, Currie Park, Numinbah NR, Amaroo Flora Reserve 
and Snows Gully NR (Quinn et al., 1995). This species occurs within the Northern Rivers 
(NSW) and South East Queensland Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Southern Ochrosia grows in riverine and lowland warm subtropical rainforest (Floyd, 1989) 
and complex notophyll vine forest in soils of volcanic origin (Forster 1993, 1996). This species 
is often found on hillsides near drainage lines, at elevations of 100–1000 m above sea level. 
Soils are deep, alluvial or basalt derived, well-drained, and reddish-brown to dark brown. 
Associated species include Argyodendron trifoliolatum, Dysoxylum fraserianum, 
Dendrocnide excelsa, Syzygium crebrinerve, Aphananthe philippinensis, Capparis arborea, 
Pouteria australis, Ficus spp., Citriobatus spp., Caldcluvia paniculosa, Diploglottis australis, 
Polyscias elegans, Orites excelsa, Sloanea woollsii, Rapanea subsessilis, Ardisia bakeri, 
Triunia youngiana and Wilkiea austroqueenslandica (Barry & Thomas, 1994; Quinn et al., 
1995).  
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The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Southern Ochrosia include threats from stochastic events due to 
small population size; habitat disturbance associated with road work; and weed invasion 
(Barry & Thomas, 1994; Quinn et al., 1995; DECC, 2005). Many populations consist of only 
one individual and are at risk from stochastic events (Quinn et al., 1995).  

The main potential threat to the species is changed hydrology as many Queensland 
populations are subject to periodic flooding (Barry & Thomas, 1994). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  
• Undertake genetic analyses to identify populations with low genetic diversity that might 

benefit from artificial introduction of genetic material from other populations from which 
they have recently diverged. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Southern Ochrosia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Southern Ochrosia 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Investigate impacts of altered hydrology and, if appropriate, mitigate any associated 
threats. 

• Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 
covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Southern Ochrosia within the local community, particularly national 

park users and land managers. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
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• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. Use local 
provenance material in any revegetation schemes in the vicinity of existing populations 
(Quinn et al., 1995) 

• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Southern Ochrosia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Southern 

Ochrosia, using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Southern Ochrosia. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Southern 
Ochrosia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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