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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Senecio garlandii (Woolly Ragwort) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Senecio garlandii, Family Asteraceae, also known as Woolly Ragwort, is an erect perennial 
herb growing 1–2 m high. Stems and the lower leaf surface are densely covered with white-
cottony hairs. Leaves are ovate to elliptic, 8–15 cm long, and 3–9 cm wide with a toothed 
margin. The leaves on the main axes are sessile (stalk-less), and heart shaped; leaves on the 
lateral branches are tapered at the base with a petiole (stalk). Two types of florets make up 
each flowering head; 7–10 ray florets with a yellow petal 4 mm long, and 20–25 tubular 
florets, each 8–9 mm long. The flowering heads are clustered in sprays and occur in spring. 
The fruits are 2 mm long, light brown at maturity, and grooved with slender white hairs 
(Belcher, 1986; Harden, 1992; Walsh, 1999). 

Conservation Status  
Woolly Ragwort is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Woolly Ragwort is also listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW) and as 
threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Victoria). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Woolly Ragwort is known from nine localities in southern NSW and a single plant in 
Victoria: Gidginbung/Trungley Hall, Ulandra Nature Reserve (NR), Burrinjuck, The Rock 
NR/Flowerpot Hill, Gregadoo Hills, Holbrook, Benambra National Park (NP), Tabletop NR, 
Nail Can Range, and Chiltern Regional Park (a single plant) (Burrows, 2001). Two large 
populations – The Rock NR with 30 000 plants and Tabletop NR with 30 000 plants – and 
two small populations in Benambra NP and Ulandra NR (200 plants) are located within 
conservation reserves. The other large population (10 000 plants), is on private property in the 
Trungley Hall area, and is protected from stock. The other populations are small or have been 
difficult to relocate (Burrows, 2001).  

The species occurs in dry sclerophyll forest and open woodland in association with 
Eucalyptus macrorhyncha, E. goniocalyx, Acacia doratoxylon, A. implexa and 
Brachychiton populneus. It is found on the upper parts of south to east-facing slopes of rocky 
outcrops (Burrows, 2001). This species occurs within the Lachlan, Murray and Murrumbidgee 
(NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community.  

Threats 
The main identified threats to Woolly Ragwort include clearing of understorey plants on 
private property and weed invasion (DECC, 2005a & 2005b). 
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The main potential threat to Woolly Ragwort includes rural subdivision in the Gregadoo Hills 
area (Burrows, 2001). 

Research Actions 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants, especially near Livingstone NP, Temora and 
Burrinjuck areas (DECC, 2005a).  

• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional Priority Actions  
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Woolly Ragwort. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Woolly Ragwort. 
• Ensure property management, infrastructure or development activities involving substrate 

or vegetation disturbance in areas where Woolly Ragwort occurs do not adversely impact 
on known populations. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Woolly Ragwort within the local community, particularly National 

Park users.  
• Provide information on appropriate management to landowners (DECC, 2005a).  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Woolly Ragwort. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of further conservation 

agreements and/or covenants on private property (DECC, 2005b). 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds on reserves in Murrumbidgee and Riverina–Highlands areas, 

which could become a threat to Woolly Ragwort, using appropriate methods (DECC, 
2005b).   

• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 
adverse impact on Woolly Ragwort.  

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Woolly Ragwort, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for the Woolly Ragwort (DECC, 2005b),  
• The Rock Nature Reserve – Plan of Management (NSW NPWS, 2000), and 
• Benambra National Park and Tabletop Nature Reserve – Plan of Management (NSW 

NPWS, 2004). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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