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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

Pomatocalpa marsupiale (an epiphyte) 
 
 
2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Pomatocalpa marsupiale (Kraenzl.) 
J.J.Sm. 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992.    

Description An epiphytic orchid forming robust, erect clumps with stout 
stems to 50 cm long, with thick, cord-like roots arising from the 
nodes. The numerous strap-like leaves are yellowish green, 
leathery, deeply channelled and measure 12–30 cm long by 4–5 
cm wide. The flowers are green with a cream or yellowish 
labellum, about 15 mm across with a pouched lip and are borne 
in a dense head on a branched inflorescence (Jones, 1988; 
Dockrill, 1992; Lavarack and Gray, 1992). 

Distribution In Australia, the species is known from two sites on Cape York 
Peninsula, north-east Queensland. These sites are on Tozer-
Iron Range (Iron Range National Park) and McIlwraith Range 
(Kulla National Park) (Jones, 2006; ANH, 2009; Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009). 

The species is also recorded in Papua New Guinea and 
Indonesia (Dockrill, 1992; Jones, 2006). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

This species is usually found growing high on trees in fairly 
sparse rainforest (Lavarack, 1980) and, rarely, on rocks. 
Recorded vegetation associations include semi-deciduous 
mesophyll vine forest and notophyll vine forest (Lavarack, 
1980). Areas favoured by the species are usually exposed and 
at an altitude ranging from sea level to 600 m (Jones, 1988, 
2006; Dockrill, 1992). 

Flowering occurs from November to May (Gray, 1979; Jones, 
2006).  

Threats  

Known This species has no known threats. 

Potential Illegal collecting of plants is a potential threat to all populations.  
Most orchids are under threat from over-collecting by orchid 
enthusiasts (Lavarack, 1980; Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 
However, the area in which this species occurs is almost 
entirely undisturbed by people (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). 
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3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data 

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – This species has a linear range of 128 km 
(Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004), an unknown extent of 
occurrence and an unknown area of occupancy. 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – While only known from two locations, these are almost 
entirely undisturbed by people (Landsberg and Clarkson, 
2004). There is no evidence of population fluctuation, 
fragmentation or decline.  

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 

and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – Lavarack (1980) recorded the species as 
abundant in the appropriate habitat of Iron Range and 
McIlwraith Range. 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 
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Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – Lavarack (1980) recorded the species as 
abundant in the appropriate habitat of Iron Range and 
McIlwraith Range. 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – See Criterion 3 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendations 

Based on available information on this species’ population size and geographic distribution, 
including no evidence of decline, the Committee notes that this species does not meet any of 
the required criteria for listing in any category.     

 (i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Pomatocalpa marsupiale 

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
2 December 2010 
 

 

 

 

 



The Minister deleted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 15 May 2013 

Pomatocalpa marsupiale (an epiphyte) Listing Advice 
Page 4 of 4 

6. References cited in the advice 

Australian National Herbarium (ANH) (2009). Specimen Information Register (ANHSIR) 
database. 
Viewed: 13 November 2009 
Available on the Internet at: 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/cgi-bin/anhsir  

Dockrill AW (1992). Australian Indigenous Orchids, volume 2. Surrey Beatty and Sons in 
association with Society for Growing Australian Plants. NSW. 

Gray B (1979). Pomatocalpa marsupiale (Orchidaceae), a new record for Australia.  
Muelleria 4: 201–203. 

Jones DL (1988). Native Orchids of Australia. Reed. Sydney. 

Jones DL (2006). A complete guide to native orchids of Australia including the island 
territories. Reed New Holland. Sydney. 

Landsberg J and Clarkson J (2004). Threatened plants of Cape York Peninsula. Queensland 
Parks and Wildlife Service, Environmental Protection Agency. 

Lavarack PS (1980). Orchids of the McIlwraith Range. Queensland National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. Brisbane. 

Lavarack PS and Gray B (1992). Australian tropical orchids. Firth and Firth Books. Malanda. 

Queensland Herbarium (2009). Specimen label information. Viewed 6 November 2009. 

Smith JJ (1912). Sarcanthus Lndl. Und die nachtsverwandten Gattungen. Natuurkundig 
Tijdschrift voor Nederlandsch-Indie 72: 105. 

http://www.anbg.gov.au/cgi-bin/anhsir

