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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information provided by the Western Australian 
Government on: 

Hydatella leptogyne (few-flowered hydatella) 

 

2. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

3. How judged by the Committee in relation to eligibility for inclusion in the list of 
threatened species 

The Committee judges that Hydatella leptogyne is not eligible for listing in any category as 
taxonomic revision of the family Hydatellaceae has resulted in the species being recognised 
as a taxonomic synonym of Hydatella australis. 

Hydatella leptogyne was first collected by Diels in 1901 in the Hutt River area of Western 
Australia and the name was introduced using this single specimen. Diels and Pritzel (1904) 
reported that H. leptogyne differed from H. australis in possessing longer leaves; fewer 
female reproductive parts than male parts on a single individual (in contrast, H. australis was 
described as having numerous female reproductive parts); purple rather than pale anthers; 
and narrow pyriform ovaries. 

Sokoloff et al. (2008) argue that leaf length and anther colour are relatively uniform within 
Hydatellaceae and examination of ovary shape in the type specimen of H. leptogyne reveals 
no significant difference from H. australis. As a result, H. leptogyne has been combined with 
H. australis. At the same time, the genus Hydatella was incorporated into the genus Trithuria. 
Therefore H. australis is now known as Trithuria australis. 

The eligibility of Trithuria australis for inclusion in the list of threatened species will be 
assessed separately by the Committee. 

 

4. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to taxonomic change. 
 
The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the critically endangered category: 

Hydatella leptogyne 

 
 
 
 
Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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