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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Actephila foetida 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Actephila foetida, Family Euphorbiaceae, is a subshrub up to 1 m tall. The young branchlets 
are densely covered with soft, short hairs. The leaf stalks are 1.8–7.8 cm long and dark olive-
green when dry. The thin leaves are broadly elliptic to obovate, measuring 4.5–53 cm long by 
3–21.3 cm wide and are alternately arranged along the branchlets. The upper leaf surface is 
dark olive-green and more or less hairless; the lower surface is pale olive-green, with a dense 
covering of spreading hairs on the lateral veins. The flowers are unisexual. Male and female 
flowers are mixed together in clusters borne in leaf axils. The flower clusters measure 7–
13 mm in diameter and the flowers are approximately 4–8 mm in diameter. Both male and 
female flowers have 5 sepals and a conspicuous fleshy disk. The fruits are depressed-globose 
in shape, 15–19 mm in diameter and split releasing up to 3 seeds. This species is distinguished 
by the (usually) large leaves and the hispid indumentum on the lower surface of the leaf and 
the flowers that lack petals (Forster, 2005). 

Conservation Status 

Actephila foetida is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Actephila foetida is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Actephila foetida is known from north-eastern Queensland, where it occurs in the vicinity of 
Bellenden Ker, near and along Harvey Creek and north of the Daintree River in the Cooper 
and Hutchinson Creek catchments (Forster, 2005). There is no accurate information about the 
area of occupancy for the species or the number of individuals. The species is locally common 
at the base of Bellenden Ker and along Harvey Creek (Forster, 2005). It is recorded in 
Wooroonooran and Daintree National Parks (Forster, 2005) and two records are from outside 
of conservation reserves (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). 

Actephila foetida grows in lowland rainforest (evergreen, complex mesophyll vineforest) on 
alluvium overlying granite substrates at altitudes from near sea level to 100 m (Forster, 2005). 
This species occurs within the Wet Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to A. foetida include disturbance and clearing of habitat that is not 
currently protected. At least one population has been recorded on a road reserve (Forster, 
2005), and is therefore potentially affected by road widening and maintenance activities. 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of A. foetida. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where A. foetida occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of A. foetida within the local community.  
 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to A. foetida, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, rehabilitation and transmission to 
future generations of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area (WTMA, 2004). 

 
This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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