
This conservation advice was approved by the Minister on: 14 November 2008 

A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Centrolepis pedderensis (Pedder Centrolepis) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Centrolepis pedderensis, Family Centrolepidaceae, also known as the Pedder Centrolepis is a 
small summer-growing perennial herb (or annual in less favourable habitats), forming loose 
tufts up to 7cm in diameter. Individual tufts are composed of densely packed, narrow leaves 
up to 3cm long, topped by solitary flower heads (Curtis, 1984; Cooke, 1992). 

Conservation Status 
Pedder Centrolepis is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as it has a very low number of mature individuals (TSSC, 2006).   

The species is also listed as endangered under the Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 
(Tasmania).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Pedder Centrolepis is known from a single population of 100-150 clumps in the Frankland 
Ranges, Southwest National Park, a remote part of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area. The extent of occurrence of this species is 0.006 km2, and its area of occupancy is less 
than 0.001 km2 (Threatened Species Section, DPIWE, unpublished data, 2005). Two 
previously known subpopulations are now extinct and the species is likely to have undergone 
a decline of at least 67% in the 10 years after 1972, following the inundation of Lake Pedder 
(TSSC 2006). This species occurs within the South Tasmania Natural Resource Management 
Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main potential threats to Pedder Centrolepis include human effects or catastrophic events 
(TSSC, 2006). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
•	 Design and implement a monitoring program to identify any changes in threats and 

numbers of clumps.  

Regional Priority Actions 

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Pedder Centrolepis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
•	 Avoid applying inappropriate flow regimes on river systems that may support this species 

now or in the future. 
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Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
•	 Undertake appropriate seed and germplasm collection and storage. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Pedder Centrolepis. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
•	 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Pedder 
Centrolepis, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

•	 Centrolepis pedderensis W.M. Curtis in Tasmania: Recovery Plan (Lynch and Wells, 
1994). 

•	 Draft Recovery Plan for Threatened Ephemeral Wetland Flora of Southwest Tasmania 
(Threatened Species Section, 2006). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions. 
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