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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pultenaea trichophylla (Tufted Bush-pea) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Pultenaea trichophylla, Family Fabaceae, also known as the Tufted Bush-pea, is a small, 
slender shrub. The species grows to approximately 30 cm high and has reddish coloured 
branches with small lance-shaped leaves which taper to a fine pointy tip. Long, soft hairs are 
present on the underside of the leaves. The species produces red and yellow pea flowers that 
are 7 mm long and attached to very short stalks that are situated on the end of small branches 
(Jessop and Toelken, 1986). 

Conservation Status 

The Tufted Bush-pea is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a restricted geographic distribution with an estimated extent of 
occurrence of approximately 162 km2 and an estimated area of occupancy of less than 1 km2. 

The species’ geographic distribution is precarious for its survival given the nature of ongoing 
threats (TSSC, 2009). 

The species is currently listed as rare under Schedule 7 of the South Australian National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1972.  

Distribution and Habitat 

The Tufted Bush-pea is endemic to South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula. The species is confined 
to the Eyre Hills sub-region of the Eyre Yorke Block Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation 
of Australia (IBRA) bioregion, and the Eyre Peninsula Natural Resource Management (NRM) 
Region. The species has been recorded from 20 subpopulations within the Koppio Hills, 
between the Tod River Reservoir in the south to just north of Ungarra (Freebairn and Pobke, 
2005; South Australian Herbarium, 2005; SA DEH, 2005). Most subpopulations of the Tufted 
Bush-pea occur in small patches of remnant vegetation interspersed by cleared land. The 
species occurs alongside a variety of vegetation types (South Australian Herbarium, 2005; SA 
DEH, 2005).   

The total population size of the Tufted Bush-pea is approximately 10 500 plants. The species’ 
current estimated extent of occurrence is 162 km2 and its area of occupancy is estimated to be 
less than 1 km2.  Records indicate the species has experienced a 12% decline over the last 40 
years (SA DEH, 2008).  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threat to the Tufted Bush-pea is vegetation clearance (Freebairn, 2003; 
Pobke, 2008). Over-grazing by stock animals is also a threat to the species, with most 
subpopulations occurring on private land adjacent to unfenced grazed paddocks (Jusaitis and 
Sorensen, 1995b). 
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The subpopulations that occur in close proximity to agricultural land and roads are also 
vulnerable to chemical drift, disturbance from road and fence maintenance activities and weed 
invasion (SA DEH, 2008). 

Competition from the weed species Bridle creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) is a potential 
threat to the species. This weed is known to occur in woodland communities on Southern 
Eyre Peninsula and has been known to out-compete small shrub like species such as the 
Tufted Bush-pea. The Tufted Bush-pea is also susceptible to dieback caused by Phytophthora 
cinnamomi that is suspected to exist on Eyre Peninsula. The whole range of the species is 
potentially threatened by this fungal disease (SA DEH, undated; Pobke, 2008). 

The fragmentation of the 20 subpopulations may result in declines due to reduced genetic 
transfer between populations and reduced genetic diversity that may lead to inbreeding 
depression and reduced ability to adapt to change (SA DEH, 2008). 

Due to its small extent of occurrence, the Tufted Bush-pea is also vulnerable to stochastic 
events such as fire (Freebairn and Pobke, 2005). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future priority actions include: 
 Implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance existing 

programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Tufted Bush-pea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the tufted Bush-pea 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 
private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 Suitably control and manage access on private land and other land tenure. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Bridle creeper (Asparagus 

asparagoides) in the region. 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds on or in areas adjacent to 

subpopulations do not have a significant adverse impact on the Tufted Bush-pea.  
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 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the Tufted 

Bush-pea, using appropriate methods. 
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of other invasive weeds, which could become a 

threat to the Tufted Bush-pea, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
 Ensure land owners/managers use an appropriate management regime for grazing 

livestock that does not detrimentally affect this species.  
 Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 

exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Tufted Bush-pea.   
 Where appropriate provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire 

Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
risk register and/or operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
 Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from outbreaks 

of dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of the Tufted Bush-pea within the local community through signage, fact 

sheets, information brochures and field days in conjunction with community interest 
groups. 

 Maintain liaison with private landholders and land managers of land on which populations 
occur. 

 Obtain the support for Local Councils to implement a roadside marker scheme for 
roadside subpopulations. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Tufted Bush-
pea, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

Information on, and recommendations for, the Tufted Bush-pea are included in the  
multi-species recovery plan ‘Draft Recovery Plan for 23 Plant Taxa on Eyre Peninsula South 
Australia 2007-2012’ (Pobke, 2008). This recovery plan is currently being recommended for 
adoption at the national level. 

The Biodiversity Plan for Eyre Peninsula (SA DEH, 2002), Jusaitis (1991) and Jusaitis and 
Sorensen (1994) also provide recommendations for conserving the Tufted Bush-pea.  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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