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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Homoranthus darwinioides 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Homoranthus darwinioides, Family Myrtaceae, is a spreading shrub growing to 1.5 m high. 
Leaves are linear, 2–5 mm long and less than 1 mm wide. Flower heads hang downwards and 
consist of two flowers on a stalk. Bracteoles (floral bracts) are often present at flowering. 
Sepals are 1.5 mm long with up to 10 laciniate (deeply slashed) lobes at the apex. The style is 
8–10 mm long (Craven & Jones, 1991; Harden, 2002).  

Conservation Status 
Homoranthus darwinioides is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). 
Homoranthus darwinioides is also listed as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Homoranthus darwinioides occurs in several populations in Goulburn River National Park  
and two populations in Goonoo State Forest in NSW (Craven & Jones, 1991; Copeland et al., 
2007). Older records outside of these locations have not been confirmed recently and 
populations in Wollemi National Park are presumed extinct (Althofer, 1983).  

Homoranthus darwinioides occurs in thin sandy soil on sandstone outcrops and sloping 
ridges. Vegetation associations include Eucalyptus-Callitris woodland, consisting of 
Eucalyptus crebra, E. fibrosa, E. trachyphloia, E. beyeri subsp. illaquens, E. dwyeri, E. rossii, 
Leptospermum divaricatum, Melaleuca uncinata, Calytrix tetragona, Allocasuaria spp., 
Micromyrtus spp., and Acacia spp. (Craven & Jones, 1991; Harden, 2002; DECC, 2005a). 
This species occurs within the Central West and Hunter–Central Rivers (NSW) Natural 
Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to Homoranthus darwinioides are localised extinction due to 
stochastic events; feral animals, in particular rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus), and goats 
(Capra hircus); stock impacts from grazing and trampling; erosion of sandstone habitat; and 
inappropriate fire regimes (DECC, 2005a).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations (DECC, 2005b).  
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• Undertake seed germination trials to determine seed viability, germination, dormancy and 
longevity, and field studies for successful establishment and survival (DECC, 2005b).  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Homoranthus darwinioides. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats and long-term viability (DECC, 

2005b).  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites (DECC, 2005a). 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where H. darwinioides 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 
agreements and/or covenants. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes.  
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers 

(DECC, 2005a). 
• Implement management plans for the control and eradication of rabbits and feral goats in 

the local region (DECC, 2005a). 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for H. darwinioides.  
• Identify appropriate intensity and interval of fire to promote seed germination and/or 

vegetation regeneration.  
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of H. darwinioides within the local community by distributing 

information to local landholders and interest groups to assist in locating and protecting 
populations (DECC, 2005b).  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage for NSW Seedbank and develop a 

collection program with the Botanic Gardens Trust (DECC, 2005b). 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to 
Homoranthus darwinioides, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority 
at the time of preparing the conservation advice.  
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Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• NSW Priority Action Statement for Homoranthus darwinioides (DECC, 2005b),  
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 

1999a), and  
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 

1999b). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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