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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Melaleuca kunzeoides 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Melaleuca kunzeoides, Family Myrtaceae, is a shrub growing to 2 m high with papery to hard 
bark. Leaves are narrowly oval to oblong shaped, 4–8 mm long, 1–2 mm wide with a small 
pointed tip. Flowers are small, yellow to green and arranged in dense, terminal clusters. The 
stamens are 6–7 mm long in bundles of 4–6. Fruit are hemispherical to circular, 2 mm wide, 
with persistent sepal lobes and fall off at maturity (Byrnes, 1986; Wrigley & Fagg, 1993). 

Conservation Status 

Melaleuca kunzeoides is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Melaleuca kunzeoides is known from the type locality, about 20 km north-west of Adavale in 
Queensland (Byrne, 1984, 1986; Wrigley & Fagg, 1993; Craven & Lepschi, 1999). This 
species occurs on private property with about 100 plants observed in 2000 (BRI collection 
records, n.d.). It grows in shallow soil and dissected residual in association with Mountain 
Yapunya (Eucalyptus thozetiana), E. tessellaris, Eremophila latrobei and Bastard mulga 
(Acacia stowardii) (BRI collection records, n.d.). This species occurs within the South West 
Queensland Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to M. kunzeoides include grazing pressure from stock and feral 
animals, such as rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) (ANRA, 2007).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
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Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of M. kunzeoides. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 If appropriate, suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control of feral rabbits (EA, 1999).  
 Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 
 Manage known sites to ensure appropriate grazing regimes occur. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of M. kunzeoides within the local community by distributing information 

to local landholders and interest groups to assist in locating additional populations. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations (Wrigley 

& Fagg, 1993). 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to M. kunzeoides, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006), and 
 Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 1999).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Biodiversity Assessment – Mulga Lands – Species at risk and 
the Threatening Process, Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, viewed 11 June 2008, 
<http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/vegetation/assessment/nsw/ibra-ml-species-threats.html>. 

BRI collection records (no date), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Byrnes, NB 1984, ‘A revision of Melaleuca L. (Myrtaceae) in northern and eastern Australia, 1’, Austrobaileya, 
vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 65-76. 

Byrnes, NB 1986, ‘A revision of Melaleuca L. (Myrtaceae) in northern and eastern Australia, 3’, Austrobaileya, 
vol. 2, no. 3, pp. 254-273. 
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