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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Archidendron lovelliae (Bacon Wood) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Archidendron lovelliae, Family Mimosaceae, also known as Bacon Wood, Tulip Siris and 
Cooloola Lace flower, is a small tree to a height of 5 m, with a slender trunk and light rounded 
canopy. Leaves are bipinnate with velvety hairy ovoid leaflets 3–12 cm long. Flowers are in 
dense terminal clusters, red, with a mass of long stamens. Pods are twisted, red-orange inside, 
and contain shiny black seeds (Barry & Thomas, 1994; Harden et al., 2006). 

Conservation Status 

Bacon Wood is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Bacon Wood is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Bacon Wood occurs in Queensland on the margins of subtropical lowland rainforest and wet 
sclerophyll forest on deep coastal sands from central Fraser Island to the southern end of Lake 
Cootharabah. It has an extent of occurrence of 50 km² and most populations occur within 
Great Sandy National Park (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). Populations not occurring in the 
national park occur in areas of remnant vegetation (Environmental Protection Agency, 2008) 
as defined under the Vegetation Management Act 1999 (Queensland) and are therefore 
currently protected from broad-scale clearing.  

Four sites have been surveyed in detail, with a combined recorded population of 34 plants. 
However, given the extent of potential habitat, the total population is likely to be much greater 
(Barry & Thomas, 1994). This species occurs within the South East Queensland Natural 
Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

There are no identified threats to Bacon Wood; however, its ecological requirements are not 
known. It appears to have quite specific habitat requirements, in the ecotone between 
rainforest and wet sclerophyll forest, which may include some form of periodic site 
disturbance, such as infrequent fire or tree fall (Barry & Thomas, 1994; Pollock, 1997). 
Bacon Wood is known to regenerate from seed but the seed has a reported viability of about 
one week and a germination time of two weeks (Barry & Thomas, 1994).  

The main potential threats to the species include infrastructure development and associated 
activity. While most populations occur in protected areas, the region is under considerable 
pressure for future development (M. Thomas, 2008, pers. comm.). 

Archidendron lovelliae Conservation Advice - Page 1 of 3  



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister / Delegate of the Minister on: 
16/12/2008 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants, and connectivity of populations.  
 Undertake seed germination trials to determine the requirements for successful 

establishment in natural conditions.  
 Undertake research to determine the effects of fire on establishment and survival.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Bacon Wood. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Ensure infrastructure or development activities (or road widening and maintenance 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where Bacon Wood 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 
covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

Fire 
 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Bacon Wood. 
 Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Bacon Wood within the local community and also with Queensland 

National Parks and Wildlife staff. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Bacon Wood, 
but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Great Sandy Region Management Plan 1994–2010 (EPA, 2005). 

This was the most current prescription at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions. 
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