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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Leporillus conditor (Greater Stick-nest Rat) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Leporillus conditor, Family Muridae, commonly known as the Greater Stick-nest Rat or 
Wopilkara, is a placid rodent with fluffy, yellowish-brown to grey fur. It has a creamy white 
belly and its hind feet have distinctive white markings on the upper surfaces. This species 
grows up to 26 cm long and weighs up to 450 g.   

Conservation Status 
The Greater Stick-nest Rat is listed as vulnerable.  This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EBPC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act,  it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The Greater Stick-
nest Rat is also listed as rare under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia), is 
listed on the Wildlife Conservation (Specially Protected Fauna) Notice 2006(2) (Western 
Australia) and is listed as vulnerable under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (South 
Australia).  

Distribution and Habitat 
Once found across much of the semi-arid and southern arid zone of Australia (SADEH, 
2006), the only natural extant population of the Greater Stick-nest Rat is on Franklin Island in 
the Nuyts Archipelago, South Australia (Robinson, 1975). Animals from the Franklin Island 
population have been bred in captivity and their progeny used to reintroduce populations on 
Reevesby Island and St Peters Island, South Australia and Salutation Island, Western 
Australia, where all reintroductions appear to have been successful (Morris, 2000). It has also 
been successfully re-introduced into a conservation reserve near Roxby Downs, South 
Australia (Arid Recovery, 2007). It occurs within the Eyre Peninsula and Arid Lands (South 
Australia and Rangelands (Western Australia) Natural Resource Management Regions.    

The Greater Stick-nest Rat inhabits perennial shrublands, especially of succulent and semi-
succulent plant species. On the Franklin Islands, it uses the dense shrubs, as well as Short-
tailed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris) nesting burrows and crevices among rocks, for 
shelter (Lee, 1995). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
As all populations of the Greater Stick-nest Rat now survive under managed habitats, 
predation by native animals represents their main identified threat. Barn Owls and Black 
Tiger Snakes are the main predators of the Greater Stick-nest Rat on Franklin Island 
(Robinson 1975; Strahan 1998). While on St Peters Island, extant populations of Black Tiger 
Snakes and Sand Goannas are the main predators.  

The main potential threat to the Greater Stick-nest Rat is the re-introduction of feral predators 
into the managed reserves which support their populations. Dingoes may have been a 
potential threat to this species on the mainland (Troughton, 1934 in Copley, 1999). 
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Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of the Greater Stick-nest Rat. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of Greater 

Stick-nest Rat. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral 

predators in the local region. 
• Manage threats at known sites in reserve areas and on private property to control 

introduced pests. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the species within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Maintain a captive breeding program and investigate options for establishing additional 

populations. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Greater 
Stick-nest Rat, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice. 

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by European Red Fox (EA, 1999), and 
• The Arid Recovery initiative supports ongoing research and monitoring into the Greater 

Tree-nest Rat populations established in its reserve (Moseby & Bice, 2004, Ryan et al., 
2003), the findings of which may serve to inform future recovery actions. 

Information Sources: 
Arid Recovery 2007, Greater Stick-nest Rat Fact Sheet. Viewed 18 January 2008, 
<http://www.aridrecovery.org.au/uploads/39461622-0056-159f.pdf > 

Copley, P 1999, ‘Natural histories of Australia's stick-nest rats, genus Leporillus (Rodentia: Muridae)’, Wildlife 
Research, vol. 26, pp. 513-539.   

Environment Australia 1999, Threat Abatement Plan for Predation by the European Red Fox, Canberra. 

Lee, AK 1995, The Action Plan for Australian Rodents, Environment Australia, Canberra.  

Morris, KD 2000, ‘The status and conservation of native rodents in Western Australia’, Wildlife Research, vol. 
27, pp.405-419.  

Moseby, KE & Bice, JK 2004, ‘A trial re-introduction of the Greater Stick-nest Rat (Leporillus conditor) in arid 
South Australia’, Ecological Management & Restoration vol. 5, no.2, pp. 118–124. 

Robinson, AC 1975, ‘The Stick-nest Rat Leporillus conditor on Franklin Island, Nuyts Archipeligo, South 
Australia’, Australian Mammalogy, vol. 1, pp. 319-327. 



This conservation advice was approved by the Minister/ Delegate to the Minister on: 26/3/2008 

Leporillus conditor Conservation Advice - Page 3 of 3 

Ryan, SA, Moseby, KE & Paton, DC 2003, ‘Comparative foraging preferences of the greater stick-nest rat 
Leporillus conditor and the European rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus: implications for regeneration of arid lands’, 
Australian Mammology, vol. 25, no.2, pp.135-146. 

Strahan, R (Ed) 1998, The Mammals of Australia, Third Edition, New Holland Publishers, Sydney. 

South Australian Department for the Environment and Heritage (SADEH) 2006, Threatened Species, The 
Recovery of the Greater Stick-nest Rat. Viewed 18 January 2008, 
<http://www.environment.sa.gov.au/biodiversity/sticknestrat.html>.  
 
 


