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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Lepidosperma rostratum (Beaked Lepidosperma) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Lepidosperma rostratum, Family Cyperaceae, also known as Beaked Lepidosperma, is a 
rhizomatous herb growing to about 30 cm in diameter. The stems, which are circular in cross-
section, are distinctly ribbed in the upper part and somewhat compressed in the lower part. 
The leaves are stem-like, but much shorter and narrower. The leaves have pale brown or 
whitish sheathes, with almost translucent margins. The narrow, spike-like inflorescence is up 
to 4 cm long with a few erect spikelets, each containing two brown flowers. It has pear shaped 
fruit which have been recorded between late June and August. Up to 3 mm long, they are 
beaked toward the base of the style and have a transverse ridge and six longitudinal ribs 
(Brown et al., 1998). 

Conservation Status 

Beaked Lepidosperma is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
endangered under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The 
Beaked Lepidosperma is also listed as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 
1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Beaked Lepidosperma is endemic to Western Australia and is known from four populations in 
the east of the metropolitan area of Perth. It is likely to have disappeared from most of this 
urbanised area but may occur in other remnant bushland habitats elsewhere on the Swan 
Coastal Plain (Brown et al., 1998). Two populations occur on private property, one on school 
property and the other on land used for recreation. An estimated total of 200 plants of this 
species are known to occur in the wild, although the population on recreation land has not yet 
been counted. One population on private property is in a healthy to moderate condition, 
although its population trend is not known. The other population on private property has 
increased and is also in a healthy to moderate condition; however, 50 dead plants were 
recorded in 2002. The population that occurs on a school property was in a stressed condition, 
but has not been monitored so there is no population or habitat health trend information 
(DEC, 2008).  

Beaked Lepidosperma is associated with Marsh Banksia (Banksia telmatiaea) and Hairy 
Clawflower (Calothamnus hirsutus), and grows in sandy soil among low heath in a winter-
wet swamp (Brown et al., 1998). This species occurs within the Swan (Western Australia) 
Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
 Shrublands and Woodlands of the eastern Swan Coastal Plain;  
 Shrublands and Woodlands on Muchea Limestone of the Swan Coastal Plain;  
 Aquatic Root Mat Community in Caves of the Swan Coastal Plain;  
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 Corymbia calophylla-Kingia australis woodlands on heavy soils of the Swan Coastal Plain;  
 Assemblages of plants and invertebrate animals of tumulus (organic mound) springs of the 

Swan Coastal Plain; and  
 Sedgelands in Holocene dune swales of the southern Swan Coastal Plain. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to Beaked Lepidosperma include weed invasion and grazing by 
horses. Grazing by horses was observed in 1994 at one population on private property, but 
fences are now in place (DEC, 2008). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs.  
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes, and review status if appropriate. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
 Undertake genetic analyses to assess current gene flow and identify populations with low 

genetic diversity that might benefit from artificial introduction of genetic material from 
other populations.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Beaked Lepidosperma. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and/or covenants 

on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. Both populations on private property 

have been fenced and have markers in place (DEC, 2008). 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Beaked Lepidosperma. 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to Beaked 

Lepidosperma, using appropriate methods.   
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Beaked Lepidosperma, using appropriate methods. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Beaked Lepidosperma within the local community. 
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Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
 Manage known sites to ensure appropriate grazing regimes occur to allow regeneration 

from seedlings. 
 Prevent trampling and grazing pressure at known sites through exclusion fencing or other 

barriers 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Beaked 
Lepidosperma, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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