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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Trichoglottis australiensis (an epiphyte) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Trichoglottis australiensis Dockrill 
 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

Description An epiphyte forming coarse, straggly clumps with thick, flattened 
stems.  The mostly pendulous stems are up to 45 cm long with 
numerous thick, cord-like roots.  The numerous leaves are      
7–12 cm long by 2–25 mm wide, lance-shaped, sometimes 
sickle-shaped, thick and leathery, dark glossy green to yellowish 
green and arranged alternately on the stems.  The leaf tip is 
unequally notched.  The flowers are creamy yellow with red-
brown blotches, about 1.5 cm across and borne in short lateral 
clusters of 2 to 6 flowers (Jones, 1988; Lavarack and Gray, 
1992; Jones, 2006). 

Distribution Endemic to Queensland where it is confined to the Tozer – 
Janet Ranges and McIlwraith Range, Cape York Peninsula 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009.  Both McIlwraith Range sites are 
within Kulla (McIlwraith Range) National Park.  The Tozer – 
Janet Ranges location is partially within the Iron Range National 
Park.   

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Grows on trees in dense vegetation along streams, on slopes in 
notophyll vine forest and on boulders in dry but humid gullies.  
Usually in conditions of low light and high humidity at altitudes of 
approximately 200 to 700 m (Lavarack, 1980; Lavarack and 
Gray, 1992; Jones, 2006). Flowering has been reported from 
November to May (Jones, 2006) and from March to June 
(Lavarack and Gray, 1992).  The genus is insect-pollinated by 
unknown vectors (Jones, 2006). 

Threats  

Known There are no current known threats for this species. 

Potential Illegal collecting of plants is a potential threat to all populations. 
Landsberg and Clarkson (2004) assessed the species at a 
moderate risk of illegal collecting as, despite being sought after 
by specialist collectors, whole plants were unlikely to be taken 
or killed and the inaccessible nature of the country the species 
occurs in would lessen incursions for collecting. Lavarack 
(1980) claimed as areas became more accessible and a larger 
proportion of the population gains the use of four-wheel drive 
vehicles, the protection of the orchid flora of the region would 
become more of a problem. 
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3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 

 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data  

 

Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution  

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence is 1 950 km2 and the 
area of occupancy unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Whilst known from only three locations, most of the 
species distribution is within a reserve system and not 
considered severely fragmented (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). The only known potential threat to this species is illegal 
collection and as this species occurs in relatively inaccessible 
areas it is unlikely to be undergoing declines as a result. The 
likelihood of locating additional locations within the extent of 
occurrence is considered to be high (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009).   

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 

and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are 
available, however, the species has been reported as quite 
common growing on ridges of Mt Tozer, and abundant in the 
McIlwraith Range (Lavarack, 1977; 1980). 
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Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are 
available, however, the species has been reported as quite 
common growing on ridges of Mt Tozer, and abundant in the 
McIlwraith Range (Lavarack, 1977; 1980). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2. 

 

Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – No quantitative population data are 
available, however, the species has been reported as quite 
common growing on ridges of Mt Tozer, and abundant in the 
McIlwraith Range (Lavarack, 1977; 1980). 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendations 

Based on available information on this species’ population size and geographic distribution, 
including no evidence of decline, the Committee notes that this species does not meet any of 
the required criteria for listing in any category. 

(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Trichoglottis australiensis  

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
2 December 2010 
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