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Approved Conservation Advice for:  
Corchorus cunninghamii (Native Jute)  

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 
 
This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Corchorus cunninghamii, Family Tiliaceae also known as the Native Jute is a perennial semi-
herbaceous shrub growing to 1.5 metres high. Leaves are smooth 5–15 cm long and shaped 
ranging from lanceolate to ovate.  Leaves are arranged in an alternate pattern around the stem, 
which is often a reddish colour, smooth or covered in minute hairs. Flowers are yellow and 
occur in clusters on a single stalk in the leaf axils.  Fruit is a dark brown to black, narrow, 
elongated capsule that splits along its full length (Saunders, 2001; NSW DECC, 2004). 

The Native Jute has a relatively short generation time, is self-incompatible and has seed that 
appears to be predominantly dispersed by gravity. Genetic studies undertaken in 2000 found 
low levels of genetic variation between populations, and this suggests that each population 
should be conserved for the long-term survival of this species (NSW DEC, 2004).   

Conservation Status 
Native Jute is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as Endangered under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as Endangered under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  The Native Jute is also listed as 
Endangered under the Queensland Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the New South Wales 
Threatened Species Conservation Act, 1995. 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Native Jute occurs from the Richmond River in north east New South Wales to the 
Brisbane River in south east Queensland. It has an estimated extent of occurrence of 7000 
km2 and an estimated area of occupancy of less than 5 ha.  In Queensland, the species is 
currently known from five locations between the Beenleigh district and the lower Brisbane 
River and two locations in northern New South Wales.  This species is found at Ormeau 
(Darling Range), Wongawallan, Brisbane Forest Park, Enoggera Army base and Mount 
Cotton, in Queensland.  

In New South Wales, the Toonumbar population is found within Toonumbar National Park 
and a Hoop Pine plantation in Toonumbar State Forest. Surveys in 2001 recorded an 
estimated population size of 600–700 individuals (Stewart, 2001). However, more recent 
surveys have estimated that 2000 individuals occur within the Hoop Pine plantation alone 
(SFNSW, 2003) and a new sub-population of over 100 individuals was discovered on private 
land, near Toonumbar National Park in 2007 (Ruming, pers. comm., 2010).   The Bungabbee 
population found within the Bungabbee Nature Reserve and Bungabbee State Forest was 
estimated to contain 50 individuals.  However, a field inspection to Bungabbee Nature 
Reserve in 2007, failed to find any plants at previous locations where this species was found 
(Ruming, pers. comm., 2010). The total population at the four locations in Queensland 
(excluding the Enoggera site) is estimated to be approximately 6000 individuals (Parr, 2001).   
The Native Jute is found in a mosaic of wet sclerophyll and subtropical rainforest as well as 
grassy open forest.  This species is generally located at low to mid elevations (110–430 m), on 
upper hill-slopes or hill-crests that have a south-easterly or easterly aspect.  There is no 
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specific geology or soil type associated with the species as it occurs on both metamorphic and 
igneous substrates and on loam or clay soils (Halford, 1995).  In general the soils are shallow, 
stony and well drained and common canopy species occurring alongside this species include 
Grey Gum (Eucalyptus propinqua), Brush Box (Lophostemon confertus) and Grey Ironbark 
(Eucalyptus siderophloia) (Saunders, 2001).  Due to the ecology of this species, the number 
of individual plants present at any one time can fluctuate widely, depending on the 
presence/absence of disturbance regimes and where a population is at in its lifecycle (Ruming, 
pers. comm., 2010). 

This species occurs within the South Eastern Queensland Bioregion and the South-East 
Queensland and Northern Rivers Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 
The main identified and potential threats to the Native Jute are habitat loss, inappropriate 
disturbance, inappropriate fire regimes, forestry-related disturbance, competition with weeds 
and grazing (NSW DEC, 2004; Saunders, 2001).  

Clearing and habitat modification is likely to have been responsible for extirpation of the 
species at Pullenvale and decline of this species in other locations in Queensland and in New 
South Wales (Saunders, 2001).  At all locations exotic weed species such as Lantana (Lantana 
camara), Crofton Weed (Ageratina adenophora), Coral Berry (Rivina humilis) and Mist 
Flower (Ageratina riparia) are a potential threat to this species through competition and 
habitat alteration (Saunders, 2001).  Available information indicates that this species requires 
some disturbance for recruitment and studies demonstrate a positive germination response to 
fire and soil disturbance at a number of sites in Queensland and New South Wales (Saunders, 
2001; Stewart, 2001). Inappropriate disturbance such as from too frequent fire regimes and 
logging activities, may result in reduction in habitat suitability for this species.  Therefore, 
though this species responds well to some level of disturbance, these potentially threatening 
processes need to be assessed on a site-by-site basis.  

Identified threats are particularly relevant to this species due to small population sizes. 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations. 
• Undertake trials to determine seed longevity and viability for in situ management and ex 

situ storage. 
• Identify optimal fire regimes for this species for regeneration (vegetative regrowth and 

seed germination), and its response to other prevailing fire regimes. 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Corchorus cunninghamii. 
Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
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• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 
the need to adapt them if necessary.  

• Ensure there is appropriate disturbance in areas where Corchorus cunninghamii occurs. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate and secure inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

• Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats.  
Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Lantana camara (Lantana), 

Ageratina adenophora (Crofton Weed) and Rivina humilis (Coral Berry) and 
Ageratina riparia (Mist Flower) in the region. 

• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 
adverse impact on Corchorus cunninghamii.  

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
• Develop and implement a total grazing management plan for roadside verges and 

travelling stock routes. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the habitat of 

Corchorus cunninghamii.  
• Implement appropriate fire management parameters such as appropriate intensity and fire 

intervals. 
• Where appropriate provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire 

Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), 
risk register and/or operation maps. 

• Ensure new records and known occurrences within NSW are provided to NSW DECCW 
for entry into the NSW Wildlife Atlas to ensure up to date data is available for impact 
assessment and fire planning. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Corchorus cunninghamii within the local community.  
• Engage with land managers responsible for the land on which populations occur and 

encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the implementation of conservation 
management actions. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if augmenting existing 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

Local Priority Actions  
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Corchorus cunninghamii. 
Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 
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Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to 

Corchorus cunninghamii, using appropriate methods.   
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

Corchorus cunninghamii, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  

Where appropriate, manage total grazing pressure at important/significant sites through 
exclusion fencing or other barriers. 

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to 
Corchorus cunninghamii, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at 
the time of preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Recovery plan for the endangered native jute species, Corchorus cunninghamii F. Muell. 
in Queensland (2001-2006) (Saunders, 2001).  

• Draft New South Wales Recovery Plan for Corchorus cunninghamii (DECC, 2004). 
These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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