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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hodgkinsonia frutescens (Atherton Turkey Bush) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Hodgkinsonia frutescens, Family Rubiaceae, also known as Atherton Turkey Bush, is a shrub to 
3 m tall. Leaves are dark green and shiny, 6–20 cm long and 3–6 cm wide, hairless and lacking 
domatia (small pits on underside of leaf). Leaf stalks are 1–3 cm long and stipules (leafy bracts at 
base of leaf stalk) are about 4 mm long. Flowers are in terminal bunches, about 3 mm long, with 
four white or cream petals. Fruit is orange or red, 10–12 mm long and 7–8 mm wide, with two 
cream or brown seeds 6–8 mm long. There are no similar species in the area. It flowers during 
December and January (Jones, 1986, pp. 89–90; Cooper, 2004, p. 442). 

Conservation Status 

Atherton Turkey Bush is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Atherton Turkey Bush is known to occur in three areas in north Queensland: the tip of Cape 
York; the Iron Range–Lockhart River area; and the region between Cairns and Tully 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2008). It is conserved in Crater Lakes National Park (NP), Iron 
Range NP and Wooroonooran NP. This species occurs within the Cape York and Wet Tropics 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

Atherton Turkey Bush is a common understorey shrub in rainforest and monsoon rainforest, 
on rainforest borders and in regrowth, growing in red loam soil derived from basalt or along 
drainage lines in sandy alluvium (Queensland Herbarium, 2008). It is also considered to be of 
ornamental value in horticulture (Jones, 1986). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities: 
 The community of native species dependent on natural discharge of groundwater from the 

Great Artesian Basin, and 
 Mabi Forest (Complex Notophyll Vine Forest 5b). 

Threats 

There are no known threats to this species. The species’ habitat may potentially be under 
pressure from settlement and visitors (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). Historical land 
clearing for agriculture has previously reduced the area of habitat on the Atherton Tableland. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
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 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative potential impacts of threatening processes. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following priority recovery and threat abatement action can be done to support the 
recovery of Atherton Turkey Bush. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Atherton Turkey Bush within the local community. 
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Atherton Turkey 
Bush, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing 
the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy (WTMA, 2004). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions. 
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Landsberg, J & Clarkson, J 2004, Threatened Plants of the Cape York Peninsula: A report to the Australian 
Government Department of the Environment and Heritage, Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service. 

Queensland Herbarium 2008, specimen label information, viewed 8 June 2008. 

Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA) 2004, Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, 
rehabilitation and transmission to future generations of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, WTMA, Cairns, 
Queensland, viewed 9 July 2008, <http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/ 
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http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/%20Strategies/wtmaConservationStrategy.pdf
http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/%20Strategies/wtmaConservationStrategy.pdf

	Description
	Conservation Status
	Distribution and Habitat
	Threats
	Research Priorities
	Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification
	Conservation Information

	Information Sources:

