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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population & Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on amendment to the list of Threatened Species under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided on: 

 Hodgkinsonia frutescens (Atherton turkey bush) 
 

2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Hodgkinsonia frutescens C.T.White 

State Listing Status Not listed under State legislation. 

Description A shrub growing to 3 m tall with dark green, shiny leaves 
6−20 cm long and 3−6 cm wide, hairless and lacking domatia. 
Flowers are in terminal bunches 3 mm long, with four white or 
cream petals. Fruit is orange or red when ripe, 10−12 mm long 
and 7−8 mm wide, with two cream or brown seeds 6−8 mm long 
(Jones, 1986; Cooper and Cooper, 2004). 

Distribution This species is endemic to Queensland and has a disjunct 
distribution in 10 locations over three areas in north-eastern 
Queensland: the tip of Cape York Peninsula; the Iron Range – 
Lockhart River area; and the Atherton Tableland – Innisfail area 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Details of the ages of sexual maturity, life expectancy and 
natural mortality of this species are unknown. 

Flowers and fruits throughout the year (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). 

A common understory shrub in rainforest and monsoon 
rainforest, on rainforest borders and in regrowth. Grows on 
steep hillslopes and ridge crests, undulating terrain and on 
alluvial terraces, in red loam soil derived from basalt or along 
drainage lines in sandy alluvium (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009). 

Conserved in Palmerston National Park, Iron Range National 
Park, Curtain Fig National Park, Wooroonooran National Park 
and Wongabel State Forest. 

Threats  

Known No current known threats. 

Potential The species’ habitat may potentially be under pressure from 
settlement (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004). Historical land 
clearing for agriculture has previously reduced the area of 
habitat on the Atherton Tableland and coastal lowlands (TSSC, 
2008). 

 
3. Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1:  It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 

immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
Criterion 2:  Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is very 

restricted, restricted or limited 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Not limited − Minimum extent of occurrence is approximately 
29 000 km2 (Landsberg and Clarkson, 2004) and area of 
occupancy unknown. The likelihood of discovery of additional 
locations within the extent of occurrence is considered to be 
high (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – The species is known from 10 locations over three 
disjunct rainforest areas (top of Cape York Peninsula, 
McIwraith Range and Wet Tropics) (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009) and the species is conserved in four national parks, one 
state forest and one environmental park (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009). There are no current known threats (TSSC, 
2008). 

 
Criterion 3:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
  and either 

(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, high 
or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – While there are no data on the number of 
mature individuals, this species is reported to be frequent at 
the Claudie River – Lamond Hill, Iron Range National Park; 
common at Curtin Fig National Park; very common in Tolga 
Scrub; and very common to abundant in Wongabel State 
Forest (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Continued rate of decline  Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – While there are no data on the number of 
mature individuals, this species is reported to be frequent at 
the Claudie River – Lamond Hill, Iron Range National Park; 
common at Curtin Fig National Park; very common in Tolga 
Scrub; and very common to abundant in Wongabel State 
Forest (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 
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Continued decline likely 

AND 

No – See Criterion 2 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – See Criterion 2 

 
Criterion 4:  The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 

low 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment– See 
Criterion 3 

 
Criterion 5:  Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
 (a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
 (b) 20% in the near future; or 
 (c) 10% in the medium-term future 
 
Not eligible 
Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild 

Not required to be demonstrated for this assessment 

 
5. Recommendations 
Based on available information on this species’ population size and geographic distribution, 
including no evidence of decline, the Committee notes that this species does not meet any of 
the required criteria for listing in any category. 
 
(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 

amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Hodgkinsonia frutescens  
 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

2 December 2010 
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