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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ctenotus lancelini (Lancelin Island Skink) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Ctenotus lancelini, Family Scincidae, also known as the Lancelin Island Skink, is a small 
lizard, grey-brown in colour with several indistinct lines of black streaks running along the 
back from the neck to the base of the tail. The sides of the body between the legs have three 
prominent grey-white stripes; a dark brown area between the upper two stripes is adorned 
with grey-white dashes and dots (Pearson & Jones, 2000). The Lancelin Island Skink grows to 
a total body length of 220 mm and weighs up to 10 g (Cogger, 2000). 

Conservation Status 
The Lancelin Island Skink is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Lancelin Island Skink is known almost exclusively from Lancelin Island, which is a 
small island 7.6 ha in size, situated approximately 80 km north of Perth and separated from 
the mainland. This species occurs within the Swan (Western Australia) Natural Resource 
Management Region. In 1994, a single specimen was found on the mainland, directly 
opposite Lancelin Island (Maryan & Browne-Cooper, 1994), but sampling for the species on 
the mainland yielded no further sightings.  

On Lancelin Island this species has been captured in all of the main vegetated habitat types 
available, including sand and limestone substrates with low shrubs and winter annual grasses 
(Pearson & Jones, 2000). The species favours areas with nearby slopes facing north to north-
east, protecting the area from prevailing southerly winds and providing sunlight early in the 
day (Pearson & Jones, 2000). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Lancelin Island Skink include the alteration of habitat by 
encroaching exotic weeds; declining native shrubs; and disturbance by humans walking 
through the habitat. 

The main potential threats to the Lancelin Island Skink include possible predation by seabirds 
and increases in exotic grasses leading to a potential fire hazard for the population 
(Cogger et al., 1993). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Improve knowledge of the taxonomic and conservation status of the Lancelin Island Skink 

and closely related taxa. 
• Monitor the Lancelin Island population of Lancelin Island Skink. 
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• Establish a research/monitoring program to examine rates of vegetation change on 
Lancelin Island and techniques for the control of exotic plants should this be required for 
the conservation of the Lancelin Island Skink 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of the Lancelin Island Skink.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences of the Lancelin 

Island Skink. 
• Develop guidelines for visitors to the island and enforce bans on fires and pets on the 

island, to reduce impact of visitation on the species. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on the Lancelin Island Skink. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where the Lancelin Island Skink occurs do not adversely 
impact on known populations.  

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of exotic grasses and weeds in 

the local region. 

Animal Predation or Competition 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of Silver Gulls in the local 

region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the Lancelin Island Skink. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Lancelin Island Skink within the local community through the 

introduction of visitor management information signs and walkways to minimise 
trampling of the habitat. 

• Continue liaison with local government about developments along the coast and islands 
which may potentially impact on the Lancelin Island Skink or its habitat. 

• Develop a community awareness campaign on the adjacent mainland, including policies 
to control Silver Gulls around rubbish tips. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Investigate sites for translocation should survey work fail to locate other populations.  
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• Increase the captive population at Perth Zoo to a self-sustaining adult population of 
around 50 individuals, refine techniques and prepare a husbandry manual. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Lancelin 
Island Skink, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

 

Existing Plans Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species  

• WA Department of Conservation and Land Management-Lancelin Island Skink Recovery 
Plan (Pearson & Jones, 2000). 
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