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Approved Conservation Advice 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Conservation Biodiversity Act 1999). 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Hibbertia crispula (Ooldea Guinea-flower) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Hibbertia crispula, Family Dilleniaceae, also known as Ooldea Guinea-flower, is a small wiry 
glabrous shrub growing up to 50 cm high. It has alternate cylindrical leaves up to 45 mm long 
and 1 mm wide with a single furrow along their length, sometimes clustered together. Yellow 
flowers in the axils of the leaves are 8–15 mm in diameter, usually lacking a stalk but 
occasionally on a very short stalk. There are about five small, rounded, membranous bracts 
with hairy margins at the base of the calyx. The calyx consists of five rounded sepals, 5–7 mm 
long, without hairs apart from some on their margins. The rounded petals are sometimes 
notched at the apex and may either slightly exceed the sepals in length or be nearly twice as 
long as them. There are 25–35 stamens surrounding the three glabrous carpels. Each carpel 
contains four–five ovules. Fruiting carpels develop within the enclosing calyx and the seeds 
have a fringed aril along their length (Jessop, 1986). 

Conservation Status 
Ooldea Guinea-flower is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (South Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Ooldea Guinea-flower is known from only two disjunct locations, the Lake Everard region 
and the Ooldea region of South Australia (AVH, 2007). Ooldea Soak, with its permanent 
water and Aboriginal significance (South Australian Museum, 2000), is today under control of 
the local Aboriginal people and permits are required to visit the area. Lake Everard lies some 
300 km distant on the eastern boundary of the Yellabinna National Park. Previous attempts to 
explain the disjunction between the populations (Badman, 2005) have usually invoked an 
expectation of a wider distribution in the past but it is also possible that Ooldea populations 
were transplanted from the Lake Everard region. This species occurs within the South 
Australian Aboriginal Lands Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main potential threats to Ooldea Guinea-flower include exotic weeds, grazing by feral 
animals such as rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and goats (Capra hircus), and fragmentation 
of habitat (ANRA, 2007). The impacts of these threats are very poorly known, and there are 
presently no management plans for the species.  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes including feral animals. 
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• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

• Design and implement a monitoring program. 
• Obtain further information about the biology of the species, such as its reproductive 

strategies, requirements for effective pollination, seed set and dispersal and seed 
germination, effects of fire on adult plants and seeds and any diseases which may impact 
on the species.  

• Conduct a genetic study to conclude whether the Ooldea population was transplanted or is 
the remnant of the species’ former distribution (Badman, 2005). 

Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Ooldea Guinea-flower. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Manage threats to areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Ooldea Guinea-flower. 
• Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on Ooldea Guinea-flower. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where the 
species occurs, do not adversely impact on known populations.  

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control of weed in the local region. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes.  
• Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral species 

(e.g. rabbits and goats) in the local region. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Ooldea Guinea-flower. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state rural fire services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Diseases, Fungi and Parasites 
• Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites against any 

outbreaks of diseases or parasites which might impact on Ooldea Guinea-flower. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Ooldea Guinea-flower within the local community by liaising with and 

involving the traditional owners.  

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. The Botanic Gardens of Adelaide Seed 

Conservation Centre does not currently have seed collections for this species (P. Ainsley, 
pers. comm., 2008). 

• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
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• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 
populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Ooldea Guinea-flower.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to the species, 

using appropriate methods.  
• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Manage known sites on private property to ensure appropriate grazing regimes are 

conducted to allow recruitment form seedlings. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers.  
• Continue baiting to control population numbers of feral animals at known sites.  

Fire 
• Implement an appropriate fire management regime for local populations. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Ooldea Guinea-
flower, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 

1999a),  
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 

1999b), and 
• Operational instructions for significant roadside sites (Transport SA, 2000). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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