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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ctenophorus yinnietharra (Yinnietharra Rock-dragon)  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Ctenophorus yinnietharra, Family Agamidae, also known as the Yinnietharra Rock-dragon, is 
a reddish-brown reptile growing to 8 cm long. It has a dark brown/black streak from below 
the eye to the ear, a dark vertical patch on the side of the neck, an orange-brown tail with four 
broad black bands, a pale orange belly, a distinct nuchal (nape of the neck) series of slightly 
enlarged scales and clusters of scales in the skin folds on the neck. 

Conservation Status 
The Yinnietharra Rock-dragon is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as 
vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) 
(EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable 
under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also 
listed as threatened under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
The Yinnietharra Rock-dragon occurs in Western Australia and has been recorded from two 
locations within an area of approximately 35 km2 around the Gascoyne River on Yinnietharra 
Station, east of Carnarvon (Storr, 1981). This species occurs within the Rangelands (Western 
Australia) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The Yinnietharra Rock-dragon is a habitat specialist, inhabiting granite outcrops composed of 
Archaean (>2.5 billion years ago) gneissic biotite granites and granodiorite. Nearby granite 
outcrops composed of Early Proterozoic (2.5–1.6 billion years ago) migmatite are inhabited 
by a different dragon species, Ctenophorus caudicinctus (Cogger et al., 1993). The 
Yinnietharra Rock-dragon has been found beneath exfoliating granite, in burrows under 
granite boulders, and once in a hollow Acacia log (Storr, 1981; Withers & Edwards, 1997). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the Yinnietharra Rock-dragon include habitat degradation by 
pastoral activities and cattle grazing; garden boulder harvesting; and stochastic events that 
may affect the species due to its small population size. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Ground surveys to determine the full geographic range of the species, its habitat 

preferences, and the extent of its occurrence in existing reserves. 
• Design and implement a monitoring programme to detect changes in population size, 

habitat use and geographic range. 
• If the species population is declining, identify factors contributing to the decline or to 

identify new threats. 
• Research into the basic biology and ecology of the species in the field. 
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Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Yinnietharra Rock-dragon. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Establish appropriate reserves.  
• Manage threats to granite outcrops that contain occurrences of the Yinnietharra Rock-

dragon. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 

agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 
 
Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Develop and implement a stock management plan for roadside verges and travelling stock 

routes. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of the Yinnietharra Rock-dragon within the local community. 
• Develop and promote guidelines and provide incentives for landowners and users to 

reduce the impact of current land use practices on the species outside reserves. 

Local Priority Actions   
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Yinnietharra Rock-dragon. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants. 
• Limit removal of and/or replace slabs of exfoliating granite. 
• Limit disturbance to slabs of exfoliating granite. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Prevent grazing pressure at known sites on leased crown land through exclusion fencing 

or other barriers. 

 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Yinnietharra 
Rock-dragon, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  
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