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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Lechenaultia chlorantha (Kalbarri Leschenaultia) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Lechenaultia chlorantha, Family Goodeniaceae, also known as Kalbarri Leschenaultia, is a 
low, diffuse, many branched shrub, growing to 30 cm tall, sometimes suckering. The stems 
have rough bark, except on new growth. The leaves, 6.5–13.5 mm long, are soft and fleshy 
and are crowded on the stems. Solitary flowers are held at the end of branchlets with sepals 
7.5–9 mm long. The corolla is 21–25 mm long, pale bluish-green in colour, and hairy inside 
and the 5 winged lobes are almost equal. The two upper converging lobes enclose the pollen 
presenter and are more or less recurved. Wings on the joining margin are absent. The other 
lobes are spreading and reflexed. This species has a woody rootstock from which it is thought 
to sucker. Flowering occurs from July to September (Patrick, 2001; DEC 2008).  

Kalbarri Leschenaultia is distinguished from Yellow Leschenaultia (Lechenaultia linarioides) 
and Red Leschenaultia (L. formosa) by its green corolla and leaves that are longer and thinner 
and with a more wrinkled surface appearance. The bracts and bracteoles of Kalbarri 
Leschenaultia are longer and thinner and the flowers are usually larger. The hairless style and 
stamen filaments also are thinner and longer (Brown et al., 1998; Patrick, 2001; DEC, 2008). 

Conservation Status 

Kalbarri Leschenaultia is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as declared rare flora under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Western Australia).   

Distribution and Habitat 

Kalbarri Leschenaultia is endemic to Western Australia, where it is known from areas near 
Kalbarri, in the Geraldton district. There are five known populations of this species with one 
population divided into two subpopulations. Of the six locations where this species is found, 
three occur in Kalbarri National Park, two on private property and one on unallocated Crown 
land. The unallocated Crown land location is a proposed conservation estate and has the 
largest population with approximately 270 plants. The total population size is estimated  to be 
410 mature plants; however, two populations have not been surveyed since the late 1980s. 
The extent of occurrence is estimated to be 40.25 km2. There are insufficient data to 
determine the area occupancy or trends in area of occurrence and population (DEC 2008). 

Kalbarri Leschenaultia inhabits rocky gullies, ridges, breakaways and ledges of red sandstone. 
It grows in pockets of shallow yellow-brown sand, which may be situated in rock crevices or 
amongst open low shrub with other species, including Tangling Melaleuca 
(Melaleuca cardiophylla), Graceful Honey-myrtle (M. radula), Large-flowered Melaleuca  
(M. megacephala), Mat Cottonheads (Conostylis prolifera), Diels Grevillea 
(Grevillea dielsiana) and  Darwinia oldfieldii (Patrick, 2001; DEC, 2008). This species 
occurs within the Northern Agricultural (Western Australia) Natural Resource Management 
Region. 
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The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to Kalbarri Leschenaultia include grazing and habitat disturbance 
by feral pigs (Sus scrofa), feral rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and feral goats (Carpa hircus). 
Feral animal disturbance has been recorded in nearly all populations (DEC, 2008). 

The main potential threat to Kalbarri Leschenaultia is recreational activities. Many areas 
where this species occurs have been effected by dry conditions and this may be the reason for 
declining numbers and surveying difficulties (DEC, 2008). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations, particularly in red sandstone outcrops in the Kalbarri area. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Kalbarri Leschenaultia. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
 Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to water table levels and/or 

increased run-off, salinity, sedimentation or pollution.  
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and/or covenants 

on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs, 

feral goats and feral rabbits in the region. 
 Manage known sites to ensure appropriate grazing regimes occur.  
 Manage total grazing pressure at important sites through exclusion fencing or other 

barriers. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of Kalbarri Leschenaultia within the local community. Actions that may 

benefit this species include the development and distribution of fact sheets and the 
organisation of field days. 
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 Maintain liaison with private landholders and managers of land on which populations 
occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Kalbarri 
Leschenaultia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Declared Rare and Poorly Known Flora in the Geraldton District (Patrick, 2001), 
 Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 1999a), 
 Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 

Transmission by Feral Pigs (EA, 2005), and 
 Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 1999b). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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