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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Correa baeuerlenii (Chef’s Cap)  

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 
Correa baeuerlenii, Family Rutaceae, also known as Chef’s Cap, is a small, dense, rounded 
shrub to 2.5 m high (Harden, 1991) and 2 m wide (Fisher, 1980) with glandular, aromatic, ovate 
to elliptic leaves, mostly 3–6 cm long and 1–2 cm wide. Flowers are solitary, pendulous on short 
stalks, tubular, 2–3 cm long, greenish-yellow and appear mostly in spring (Fisher, 1980; Harden, 
1991). Sepals are inflated to form a distinctive wavy-edged flattened ridge.   

Conservation Status 
Chef’s Cap is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Chef’s Cap is also listed as vulnerable 
under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Chef’s Cap occurs in sclerophyll forest from the Clyde River near Batemans Bay to Bega, and 
inland to foothills of the Great Dividing Range, on the NSW south coast (Fisher, 1980; 
Harden, 1991). Three populations are known (Faulks, 2000) and the species occurs within the 
Southern Rivers (NSW) Natural Resource Management Region. 

Chef’s Cap is protected in three national parks: Biamanga National Park, between Bermagui 
and Bega; Deua National Park, near Moruya; and Mimosa Rocks National Park, north of 
Tathra, with populations of fewer than 1000 plants in Deua and Mimosa Rocks (Briggs & 
Leigh, 1996). While the total size of the Biamanga National Park population is unknown 
(Briggs & Leigh, 1996), one subpopulation at Mumbulla Creek was reported to contain 30–50 
plants (Briggs & Leigh, 1990). 

The species is found in damp gullies, on the banks of streams and on rocky slopes (Fisher, 
1980). It grows in wet eucalypt forest in association with trees such as 
Eucalyptus muelleriana, E. agglomerata, E. sieberi, E. gummifera, Allocasuarina littoralis 
and Corymbia maculata; and a shrubby understorey including Doodia aspera, Persoonia 
linearis, Goodenia ovata and Hibbertia dentata (Faulks, 2000). 

A juvenile-deficient age structure exists, with young plants found at only 30 per cent of sites. 
The species suffers from low fruit set and low rates of seedling establishment. Factors 
limiting sexual reproduction include incompatible pollinations, resource constraints and 
predation and pollinator availability. Experimental hand-pollination between populations 
increased the natural rate of fruit set, suggesting self-incompatibility (Faulks, 2000). 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum 
Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological 
community.  
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Chef’s Cap are habitat loss, as land is cleared for development, 
and inappropriate burning regimes (DECC, 2005). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements, reproduction 

and the relative impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants in proposed development areas (DECC, 2005).  
• Undertake research into the ecological needs of Chef’s Cap, with a view to developing a 

fire management plan for the species (DECC, 2005). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of Chef’s Cap. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in areas where Chef’s Cap occurs do not adversely impact on known 
populations.  

• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Protect populations of the listed species through the development of conservation 

agreements and/or covenants.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Chef’s Cap.  
• Until the fire ecology of the species is better understood, consider the application of 

mosaic hazard reduction techniques to ensure the same areas are not burned frequently 
(DECC, 2005).  

• Provide maps of known occurrences to land managers and local and state Rural Fire 
Services and seek inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, 
risk register and/or operation maps. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Chef’s Cap, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Information Sources: 
Briggs JD & Leigh JH 1990, Delineation of Important Habitats of Threatened Plant Species in South-Eastern 
New South Wales, Canberra, Australian Heritage Commission. 
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