
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Minister delisted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 24 December 2009 

Advice to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts  

from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 


on Amendments to the list of Threatened Species 

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)
 

1. Scientific name (common name) 

Basedowia tenerrima (a daisy) 

2. Description 

Basedowia tenerrima is a spreading annual daisy growing 5-15 millimetres high with small, thin 
bright-green leaves and white rounded flower heads. The leaves are sparsely hairy and are partially 
wrapped around the thin stems to which they are attached (Jessop and Toelken, 1986).  

The species is the only member of the Basedowia genus (Jessop and Toelken, 1986). 

3. National Context 

Basedowia tenerrima is endemic to South Australia. It has been recorded from six locations in the 
Everard and Musgrave Ranges in the State’s northwest, within the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands 
(Jessop, 1981; Robinson et al., 2003).  

The species is currently listed as rare under Schedule 9 of the South Australian National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1972. 

4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria 

The Committee judges the species to be not eligible for listing under the EPBC Act. The 
justification against the criteria is as follows: 

Criterion 1 – It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in the 
immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in numbers 

Basedowia tenerrima is known to occur on rocky slopes within South Australia’s Everard and 
Musgrave Ranges. Within this known range, there is suitable habitat for the species occurring over 
large areas. Due to the large size and inaccessible nature of these ranges, it is likely that the species 
is more widely distributed than currently recorded (SA DEH 2005). 

Whilst only limited survey work has been conducted for this species, surveys of the Anangu 
Pitjantjatjara Lands between 1991 and 2001 determined that the species is relatively abundant and 
widespread in good seasons on rocky slopes to the north and east of Yurangka (Robinson et al., 
2003). 

The total population size of Basedowia tenerrima is unknown and there is a lack of survey data to 
establish a population trend for the species. Within its range, the species is known to undergo 
natural fluctuations in population numbers, because in dry years it survives largely as seed and 
then germinates after periods of sustained rainfall (Robinson et al., 2003).  

There are no past or current threats identified for the species and the species is not vulnerable to 
any known threats (SA DEH, 2005). Basedowia tenerrima could be vulnerable to significant 
prolonged reductions in rainfall that might occur as a result of climate change, if periods of 
drought exceed seed longevity. Its ephemeral nature and small size could also make Basedowia 
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tenerrima potentially vulnerable to future weed invasion, if weed species that can invade its rocky 
ledged habitat are introduced in the future (SA DEH, 2005). 

However, there is insufficient information to determine if there has been a past decline in 
population numbers and due to the lack of threats currently impacting on the species, Basedowia 
tenerrima is unlikely to undergo a significant reduction in numbers in the immediate future. 
Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

Criterion 2 – Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Basedowia tenerrima is known to occur at six locations in the Everard and Musgrave Ranges in 
the northwest of South Australia, within the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands. 

The total known extent of occurrence of the species is estimated to be 532km2. However, due to 
the large size and inaccessible nature of its known range, the species distribution is likely to be 
larger. There is no available evidence to suggest the species has undergone a decline in extent of 
occurrence (SA DEH, 2005). 

Basedowia tenerrima occurs on a landform which is naturally disjunct. Therefore, the species has 
a natural, highly fragmented distribution. 

As discussed under criterion 1, there are no threats currently impacting on the species. 

In conclusion, Basedowia tenerrima does have a limited known geographic distribution. However, 
due to the lack of current threats, its distribution is not precarious for the survival of the species. 
Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

Criterion 3 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is limited to a particular 
degree and: (a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a particular 
rate; or (b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

The total population size of Basedowia tenerrima is unknown, however, the species is seasonally 
and locally abundant and widespread within six locations in South Australia’s Musgrave and 
Everard Ranges (Robinson et al., 2003). 

Each location of the species occurs on a different isolated ridge system and plants occurring at 
each location are considered discreet populations. While there is no quantitative data available 
indicating the size of these populations, descriptive information is available for three populations.  

For the two populations in the western Musgrave Ranges, to the north and east of Yurangka, the 
species is described as being relatively abundant and widespread on rocky slopes when surveyed 
in October 1998 (Robertson et al., 2003). Another population, occurring on rock ledges in the 
Everard Ranges, was apparently small when observed in 1968 (Adelaide Herbarium, 2005). 

Within its known range, there is suitable habitat for Basedowia tenerrima occurring over large 
areas of remote country. Due to the large size and inaccessible nature of these ranges, it is likely 
that the species is more widely distributed than currently recorded (SA DEH, 2005). 

There is no available evidence to indicate species numbers have declined or are likely to decline in 
the immediate future. However, as discussed under criterion 1, Basedowia tenerrima is known to 
undergo natural fluctuations during dry periods or after sustained rainfall. Furthermore, surveys in 
dry times are likely to miss the species or underestimate its abundance due to the short-lived 
ephemeral nature of the species. 
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The total number of mature individuals is not limited. 

Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

Criterion 4 – The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

The total population size of Basedowia tenerrima is unknown, however, the species is seasonally 
and locally abundant and widespread within six locations in South Australia’s Musgrave Ranges 
(Robinson et al., 2003). 

Therefore, the species is not eligible for listing under this criterion. 

Criterion 5 – Probability of extinction in the wild 

There are no data available to assess the species against this criterion. 

5. CONCLUSION 

Basedowia tenerrima is known to occur in six locations on rocky slopes within South Australia’s 
Everard and Musgrave Ranges, and is seasonally and locally abundant in these locations.  

Within this known range, there is suitable habitat for the species occurring over large areas of 
remote country and due to the large size and inaccessible nature of these ranges, it is likely that the 
species is more widely distributed that currently recorded. 

The total population size of Basedowia tenerrima is unknown and there is a lack of survey data to 
establish a population trend for the species. Within its range, the species is known to undergo 
natural fluctuations in population numbers because in dry years it survives largely as seed and then 
germinates after periods of sustained rainfall. There are no threats currently impacting on the 
species. 

The species is not eligible for listing under any criterion. 

6. Recommendation 

The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be amended 
by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Basedowia tenerrima (a daisy) 

Associate Professor Robert J.S. Beeton 

AM FEIANZ 

Chair 
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Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
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