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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the time 
this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or management 
prescriptions for this subspecies. 

Description 
Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum, Family Rutaceae, is an erect shrub 0.5–2 m high 
with glandular-warty stems bearing rusty scales. Leaves are oblong to wedge-shaped, about 
5 mm long, 1–2 mm wide, the apex sharply cut-off and notched, margins rolled downwards, 
upper surface smooth, sparsely glandular-warty. Flower stalks are 2–4 mm long. The calyx is 
about 0.8 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, shortly hemispherical; the margin with broad, triangular lobes. 
Petals are about 3 mm long, pale to bright yellow.  

Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum differs from P. glandulosum subsp. angustifolium 
in lacking a strongly impressed midvein on the upper surface of the leaves, which are generally 
shorter, broader and less prominently glandular-warty on the upper surface. It differs from 
P. glandulosum subsp. glandulosum in having a shortly hemispherical rather than deeply 
hemispherical calyx with rusty rather than silvery scales, and lobes broad-triangular and blunt 
rather than tapering to a point. Leaves of P. glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum are generally 
shorter and less prominently glandular-warty above (Wilson, 1970; Weston & Porteners, 1991). 

Conservation Status 
Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum is listed as vulnerable. This subspecies is eligible 
for listing as vulnerable under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as 
vulnerable under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The 
subspecies is also listed as endangered under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
(NSW) and vulnerable under the Nature Conservation (Wildlife) Regulation 2006 (Queensland). 
Other subspecies are not listed as endangered or vulnerable under the EPBC Act or State 
legislation. 

Distribution and Habitat 

Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum occurs in the Torrington district and north-west of 
Glen Innes in north-east NSW (DECC, 2005a) and near Stanthorpe in south-east Queensland 
(Stanley & Ross, 1983). This subspecies is conserved in Girraween National Park (Queensland) 
with a population size fewer than 1000 (Briggs & Leigh, 1996) and in Severn River Nature 
Reserve (NSW) (DECC, 2005a). This subspecies occurs within the Border Rivers–Gwydir 
(NSW) and Border Rivers Maranoa–Balonne (Queensland) Natural Resource Management 
Regions. 

Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum is restricted to heathy granite outcrop country on 
the New England Tablelands, favouring open granite areas with cracks and depressions of 
skeletal sandy soil amongst the boulders (DECC, 2005a).  

The distribution of this subspecies overlaps with the “White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red 
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland” EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological 
community. 
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Threats 
The main identified threats to Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum are high frequency 
fire; grazing by domestic stock; and grazing, trampling and associated high nutrient inputs from 
feral goats (Capra hircus) (DECC, 2005a). 

The main potential threats to the subspecies include illegal flower and plant collecting, which 
may also deplete populations (DECC, 2005a). 

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance existing 

programs. 
• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the relative 

impacts of threatening processes. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants.  
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment.  
• Develop a genetic tagging system to establish a means of identifying illegal collections from 

the wild, and providing evidence required for prosecution (Palsboll et al., 2006). 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the recovery 
of Phebalium glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and the 

need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Suitably control and manage access on private land. 
• Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing  
• Manage known sites to ensure appropriate grazing regimes occur. 
• Prevent grazing pressure at key known sites through exclusion fencing or other barriers. 
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral goats in the 

region.  

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Phebalium glandulosum 

subsp. eglandulosum. Areas containing this subspecies should be protected from frequent fire 
(DECC, 2005a).  

• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek inclusion 
of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or operation 
maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of P. glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum within the local community.  
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Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Rehabilitate and protect disturbed areas of potential habitat (DECC, 2005a). 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Phebalium 
glandulosum subsp. eglandulosum, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest 
priority at the time of preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Subspecies 

• NSW Priority Actions Statement for Rusty Desert Phebalium (DECC, 2005b),  
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 1999),  
• NSW Priority Actions Statement for Ecological Consequences of High Frequency Fires 

(DECC, 2005c), and 
• Severn River Nature Reserve – Plan of Management and Fire Management Strategy (NSW 

NPWS, 2004; NSW NPWS, 2005).  

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  
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