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Approved Conservation Advice for Daviesia obovata (Paddle-leaf Daviesia) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Daviesia obovata, Family Fabaceae, also known as the Paddle-leaf Daviesia, is an erect, 
slender shrub, growing up to approximately 1.5 metres. The flowering period is from 
September to October and flowers are yellow and black. It has erect, paddle-shaped leaves. It 
has woody fruits and is very distinctive even when not flowering (CALM, 2006). 

Conservation Status 

The Paddle-leaf Daviesia is listed as endangered.  This species is eligible for listing as 
endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as it has a restricted geographic distribution and is subject to ongoing 
threats (TSSC, 2006). 

The species is also listed as Declared Rare Flora under the Western Australian Wildlife 
Conservation Act 1950. 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Paddle-leaf Daviesia is known from 11 subpopulations in the Stirling Range and 
Fitzgerald River National Parks in the south coast region of Western Australia. The species 
grows in stony loam and occurs on hill slopes and outcrops (WA Herbarium, 2005). 
Associated species include Jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) and Spearwood Mallee (E. 
doratoxylon) over heath of Beaufortia anisandra and Isopogon species (WA Herbarium, 
2005).  

The species has an estimated extent of occurrence of 500 km2 and an estimated area of 
occupancy of 0.3 km2.Survey efforts have recorded a substantial increase in some 
subpopulation sizes, mainly due to better survey effort locating more plants, rather than 
substantial recruitment (TSSC, 2006). 

This species occurs within the South Coast Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Paddle-leaf Daviesia are the impact of dieback caused by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi, and wildfire (TSSC, 2006). 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional Priority Actions  

The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of the Paddle-leaf Daviesia. 
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 Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for the species.  
 Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites from further 

outbreaks of dieback caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. 

Local Priority Actions  

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Paddle-leaf Daviesia. 

 Monitor known populations to identify key threats and to identify any changes in key 
threats and number of individuals. 

 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants 

 Develop and implement suitable hygiene protocols to protect known sites that are free 
from Phytophthora cinnamomi (dieback) from further outbreaks of the disease. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Paddle-leaf 
Daviesia, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

While there are no specific references to management of the Paddle-leaf Daviesia, these 
management plans do address they key threats to this species: 

 Stirling Range and Porongurup National Parks Management Plan 1999–2009, and 
 Fitzgerald River National Park Management Plan 1991–2001, Amendments 2003. 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

 

Information Sources: 

CALM (2006).  Unpublished records from the WA CALM Declared Rare Flora database and rare flora files.  
Western Australian Department of Conservation and Land Management. 

Department of Conservation and Land Management Fitzgerald River National Park Management Plan 1991–
2001, Amendments 2003. http://www.calm.wa.gov.au/national_parks/management/pdf_files/fitzgerald_river.pdf 

Department of Conservation and Land Management (1999). Management Plan: Stirling Range National Park and 
Porongurup National Park 1999–2009. 
http://www.calm.wa.gov.au/national_parks/management/pdf_files/stirling-porongorup_nps.pdf 

TSSC (2006). Threatened Species Scientific Committee listing advice for Daviesia obovata (Paddle-leaf 
Daviesia) 
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