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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Medicosma obovata 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Medicosma obovata, Family Rutaceae, is a small tree with hairless branchlets. Leaves are 
arranged in approximately opposite pairs. Leaf stalks are 5–10 mm long, 1–1.5 mm wide in 
the middle, hairless, flat or shallowly channelled at the base, often slightly swollen towards 
the apex and sometimes obscurely articulated with the blade. Blades are somewhat leathery, 
hairless, conspicuously dotted with oil-glands, 5.5–9 cm long, 3–5 cm wide, about 1.5–
2 times as long as wide and are usually broadest above the middle or sometimes near the 
middle. The apex is obtuse to tapering to a point, often slightly notched and the base obtuse to 
gradually tapering. Eight to 10 main veins on each side of the midrib diverge at an angle of 
50°–60o. Inflorescences of one to a few flowers are borne in the angles between the leaves 
and stems. Flowers are egg-shaped and four-angled in bud, 5–5.5 mm long, lacking stalks or 
on stalks to 1 mm long. Petals are white, 4.5–5 mm long and the outer surface is densely 
covered in short soft hairs (Hartley, 1985). 

Conservation Status 

Medicosma obovata is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Medicosma obovata is known from Mount Dryander, east-central Queensland, in foothill 
rainforest (Hartley, 1985). Queensland Herbarium collection locations include just below the 
summit (western side) of Mount Dryander; 0.5 km north-west of the summit; along Dryander 
Creek (three records); the south-eastern foothills of Mount Dryander; and the upper Gregory 
River (BRI collection records, n.d.). The population size and extent of occurrence of this 
species are unknown. Collecting notes for herbarium specimens indicate that the species was 
considered rare (Gregory River); common (north-west of Mount Dryander summit); common 
(Dryander Creek); and very common (Dryander Creek in Dryander State Forest) (BRI 
collection records, n.d.). Population records are prior to 1994, except Dryander State Forest 
records, 1999. Medicosma obovata is reserved in Dryander National Park (Briggs & Leigh, 
1996) and species collections have been made in notophyll vineforest (BRI collection records, 
n.d.). This species occurs within the Mackay Whitsunday (Queensland) Natural Resource 
Management Region.  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 
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Threats 

Research is needed to identify the threats to Medicosma obovata.  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify the threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting Medicosma obovata. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions 

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of M. obovata. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites. 
 Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible. 

 Manage any other known, potential or emerging threats. 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of M. obovata within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 

 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to M. obovata, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006). 

This prescription was current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant agency’s 
website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

BRI Collection Records (no date), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Briggs, JD & Leigh, JH 1996, Rare or Threatened Australian Plants, Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research, 
CSIRO Division of Plant Industry, Canberra, ACT. 
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2006, Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006 
– 2010, Queensland Government, viewed 19 May 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-
use/sources/management-plans/flora-qld/pubs/qld-protected-plants.pdf>.  

Hartley, TG 1985, ‘A revision of the genus Medicosma (Rutaceae)’, Australian Journal of Botany, vol. 33, 
pp. 27-64. 
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