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A statement for the purposes of approved conservation advice  
(s266B of the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Pultenaea aristata 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this conservation advice was approved.  

Description 
Pultenaea aristata, Family Fabaceae, also known as the Prickly Bush-pea, is a small erect 
shrub to 1 m high, with leaves 8–22 mm long (Benson & McDougall, 1996). The species has 
linear leaves with a distinctive long bristle tapering to a sharp point. Flowers appear in yellow 
to light orange terminal heads between September and October (Benson & McDougall, 1996; 
Fairly & Moore, 2000).  

Conservation Status 
Pultenaea aristata is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). This species is also listed 
as vulnerable under Schedule 2 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Pultenaea aristata is endemic to the Woronora Plateau in NSW, between Helensburgh and 
Mount Keira, and grows in low nutrient sandstone soils in both moist and dry areas. The 
species is often associated with the Upland Swamp vegetation complex (NSW NPWS, 2003) 
and has been recorded from several locations within the sub-communities of Banksia Thicket 
and Restioid Heath. The species is also known to occur in association with areas of impeded 
drainage and creek lines within sandstone woodland and gully forest plant communities 
(NSW NPWS, 2003; B. Smith, 2007, pers. comm.).  

Pultenaea aristata has been recorded within Dharawal State Conservation Area, Heathcote 
National Park and the Illawarra State Conservation Area (NSW NPWS, 2007). Further 
protection is afforded to the species within the Sydney Metropolitan Catchment Areas, where 
populations are known from the O’Hares, Cordeaux and Avon Catchments (B. Smith 2007, 
pers. comm).  This species occurs within the Hawkesbury–Nepean, Southern Rivers, and 
Sydney Metro (NSW) Natural Resource Management Regions (DECC, 2005).  

The distribution of this species overlaps with the following EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities:  
• Shale/Sandstone Transition Forest,  
• Cumberland Plain Woodlands, and  
• Turpentine–Ironbark Forest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion. 

Threats 
The main identified threats to the species are inappropriate fire regimes; understorey clearing; 
road widening and easement maintenance practices (DECC, 2005).  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• More precisely assess total population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
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Regional Priority Actions 
The following regional priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support 
the recovery of Pultenaea aristata.  

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Protect areas of vegetation that contain populations/occurrences/remnants of 

Pultenaea aristata. 
• Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities as appropriate) in areas where P. aristata occurs do not adversely impact on 
known populations. 

• Manage any changes to hydrology that may result in changes to the water table levels, 
increased run-off, sedimentation or pollution. 

• Investigate formal conservation arrangements such as the use of covenants, conservation 
agreements or inclusion in reserve tenure. 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Pultenaea aristata. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plans, risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of P. aristata within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
• Implement appropriate national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing 

additional populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
• Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 

requirements for successful establishment. 
• Confirm location details of existing records (DECC, 2005). 

Local Priority Actions 
The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Pultenaea aristata. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land. 
• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate additional 

populations/occurrences/remnants. 
• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
• Mark known sites and potential habitat onto maps used for planning road maintenance 

work and erect on-site markers to alert road maintenance staff to the presence of this 
species (DECC, 2005). 

Invasive Weeds 
• Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to P. aristata, 

using appropriate methods. 
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• Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to P. 
aristata, using appropriate methods. 

Fire 
• Develop fire management recommendations based on best available knowledge (DECC, 

2005). 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to P. aristata, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Fire Management Strategy Dharawal Nature Reserve & Dharawal State Conservation 
Area (NSW NPWS, 2006a), 

• Dharawal Nature Reserve & Dharawal State Conservation Area plan of management 
(NSW NPWS, 2006b), and 

• Draft fire management plan for the Royal National Park, Heathcote National Park and 
Garawarra State Recreation Area (NSW NPWS, 2002). 
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