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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Diuris pedunculata (small snake-orchid) 

 
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

 
Description 

Diuris pedunculata (small snake-orchid), Family Orchidaceae, is a member of the 'Donkey' 
orchid group. It is a slender, glabrous terrestrial herb with one to two bright yellow flowers 
with dark stripes and two drooping side petals on a flowering stem less than 10 cm tall. 
Flowers are approximately 1.5–2 cm wide. The dorsal sepal (top petal) is erect, more orange 
than the rest of the flower with a bright purple centre, and is 7–10 mm long and 5–6 mm 
wide. The orchid produces two thin leaves which grow up to 16 cm long (Harden, 1993; NSW 
DECCW, 2005; Peacock, 1996; Quinn, et al. 1995). 

 
Conservation Status 

Diuris pedunculata is listed as endangered. This species is eligible for listing as endangered 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  

This species is listed as endangered under the NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 
1995. 

This species is listed under Appendix II of CITES. 

 
Distribution and Habitat 

Diuris pedunculata is endemic to NSW. It was originally found scattered from Tenterfield, 
south to the Hawkesbury River, but is now mainly found on the New England Tablelands, 
around Armidale, Uralla, Guyra and Ebor (NSW DECCW, 2005). Once considered to be 
present over a wide range in eastern Australia (Rouse 2003), Diuris peduculata has been 
taxonomically separated, with the populations occurring in southeast NSW, ACT and north-
east Victoria reclassified as the new species D. subalpina, and the populations restricted to the 
New England area of NSW remaining as D. pedunculata (Jones 2008). 

As of 2010, State herbariums and the Council of Heads of Australasian Herbaria (CHAH) had 
not incorporated this split of Diuris pedunculata into two species. Many databases still show 
Diuris pedunculata as present in NSW and Victoria, and possibly Tasmania and South 
Australia. The EPBC species listing of Diuris pedunculata is related to the NSW endemic 
restricted to the New England tablelands area. 

Diuris pedunculata prefers moist areas (Rouse, 2003; Woolcock and Woolcock, 1984), and 
has been found growing in open areas of dry sclerophyll forests with grassy understories, in 
riparian forests (including gallery rainforests), swamp forests, and in sub-alpine grasslands 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at 
the time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 
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and herbfields. The species is not often found in dense forests or heavily shrubby areas. Soils 
are well-structured red-brown clay loams and stony loams, though occasionally Diuris 
pedunculata has been found in peaty soils in seasonally moist areas, and in soils derived from 
shale or fine granite. The altitude range known for the species is 50–900 m (Jones, pers. 
comm., 1999; Quinn et al., 1995). 

 
Threats 

Identified threats to Diuris pedunculata include (NSW DECCW, 2005; Quinn et al., 1995): 
• Clearing and fragmentation of habitat for agriculture and development 
• Grazing and trampling by domestic stock 
• Destruction and disturbance of habitat for roadside maintenance works 
• Weed invasion 
• Illegal plant removal by orchid collectors 
• Feral pigs disturbing or eating orchid tubers 
• Frequent fire or fire during the active growth period (spring-autumn) 
• Risk of local extinction due to small, scattered populations 

 
Regional Priority Actions 

The NSW Department of the Environment and Conservation (NSW DECCW 2005) identified 
the following actions that would assist in protecting Diuris pedunculata in the wild: 

• Control of feral pigs in habitat areas 
• Protect areas of known habitat from frequent fire 
• Protect known populations and habitat areas from grazing stock 
• Identify roadside populations and protect during road maintenance activities 
• Assist with the control of weeds in habitat areas 
• Protect areas of known or potential habitat from clearing or disturbance 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Diuris 
pedunculata, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the draft Conservation Advice. In addition, given its endangered status, monitoring 
of populations should be undertaken and consideration given to ex situ cultivation. 

 
Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) is updating its Threatened Species 
program following a review of the NSW Priorities Action Statement (PAS) system. Among 
other objectives, the new system will better target the management of the state’s unique 
threatened species by creating six different management streams. Diuris pedunculata has been 
allocated to the Site-managed stream. Species in this stream will be managed by targeted 
projects delivered at local scales that will be scoped, assessed for feasibility, costed and 
prioritised. A site-managed project has been drafted for Diuris pedunculata which includes 
costed management actions to be carried out at specific, mapped sites. This project is 
undergoing review by regional operational staff in OEH before being finalised.  

 



This Conservation Advice was approved by the Minister on 29 Apr 2014 

Diuris pedunculata (small snake-orchid) Approved Conservation Advice 
Page 3 of 3 

Information Sources 

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities SPRAT Profile. 
http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/sprat/public/publicspecies.pl?taxon_id=18325 

NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water (NSW DECCW) (2005). Small 
Snake Orchid - profile. 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10239 
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