
 

 

Conservation advice 
 
This Conservation Advice has been developed by the Threatened Species Scientific 
Committee based on the best available information regarding the conservation status and 
threats to this species at the time of listing. 

However, this Conservation Advice should only be used as a guide for identifying priority 
conservation actions for this species, and is intended only as an interim measure prior to the 
development of a Recovery Plan.  

 
The Booroolong Frog is a small riverine frog that inhabits rocky permanent streams in a broad 
range of habitats, ranging from small slow-flowing creeks to large rivers.  The species was 
historically known to occur in catchments between the Northern Tablelands in New South 
Wales and the Southern Highlands of eastern Australia, predominantly in western-flowing 
streams of the Great Dividing Range. 
 
Survey data indicate that the Booroolong Frog has undergone a severe decline in distribution, 
particularly in the Northern Tablelands where the species is no longer present.  Though once 
common, the species is now considered rare in the Central Tablelands and the majority of 
extant populations of the Booroolong Frog are restricted to the western flowing streams on the 
Southern Tablelands.  Due to the observed decline in the species distribution, it is inferred 
that the Booroolong Frog has undergone a severe reduction in numbers. 
 
Since 1998, surveys have been undertaken to determine the extent and cause of decline in the 
species.  Though no definite causes have been identified, several threatening processes have 
been proposed as contributing to the decline in the distribution of the Boorooloong Frog, 
including habitat disturbance, the disease chytridiomycosis and predation of tadpoles by 
introduced fish. 
 
A Threat Abatement Plan for mitigating the impact of the disease chytridiomycosis identifies 
actions to prevent the spread of chytridiomycosis to populations of the Booroolong Frog that 
are currently disease free. 
See: Draft Threat Abatement Plan - Infection of amphibians with chytrid fungus resulting in 
chytridiomycosis 

 
The priority recovery and threat abatement actions required for this species are: 
 
• Protect known sites from disturbance 
• Prevent the spread of disease during monitoring, research and survey activities 
• Determine the current distribution and abundance of the Booroolong Frog through further 

surveys 
 
This list does not encompass all actions that may be of benefit to this species but highlights 
those that are considered to be of the highest priority at the time of listing. 



 

 

Priority for the development of recovery plan:  Low.  The New South Wales Department 
of the Environment and Conservation is currently developing a recovery plan for the 
Booroolong Frog, which includes recovery actions such as an annual monitoring program, 
further research into the influence of habitat disturbance and the impacts of disease on the 
species. 

 


