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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Ristantia gouldii 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 

Ristantia gouldii, Family Myrtaceae, is a tree growing to 30 m high and 100 cm diameter at 
breast height. Bark is pale brown and slightly flaky. Leaves are papery to slightly leathery,   
5–9 cm long, 2.5–5 cm wide, with numerous oil glands, and on a stalk (petiole) 1–2 cm long. 
Flowers are white, 3.5–4.5 mm long and occur at the ends of the branches. Sepals are 
triangular, dotted with oil glands and have hairs on both surfaces. The petals are 2 mm long 
and dotted with oil glands and there are 25–35 stamen. Fruit is brown, 1–1.5 cm in diameter 
and splitting almost completely to the base. Seeds are pale brown and oval shaped (Wilson & 
Hyland, 1988; Hyland et al., 2003).  

Conservation Status 

Ristantia gouldii is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable under 
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, 
prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under Schedule 1 of 
the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Ristantia gouldii is also listed as rare 
under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland).  

Distribution and Habitat 

Ristantia gouldii is known from the Tully Falls, southeast of Ravenshoe extending to Cape 
Tribulation, north-east Queensland. This species is known from Velvin Logging Area (Tully 
Falls), Wooroonooran National Park (which incorporates the Boonjie Logging Area) and 
Pieter Botte Logging Area (SW of Cape Tribulation) (Wilson & Hyland, 1988; BRI collection 
records, n.d.).  

Ristantia gouldii occurs in complex notophyll vineforest and rainforest along creeks 
dominated by Xanthostemon chrysanthus, Phyllanthus hypospodius and Schistocarpaea sp., 
and grows on sandy loam with granite substrate (BRI collection records, n.d.). This species 
occurs within the Wet Tropics (Queensland) Natural Resource Management Region. 

The distribution of this species overlaps with the “Mabi Forest (Complex Notophyll Vine 
Forest 5b)” EPBC Act-listed threatened ecological community.  

Threats 

Threats to R. gouldii have not been identified. 

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Identify the threatening processes affecting or potentially impacting on R. gouldii. 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
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 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants.  

 Undertake seed germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of R. gouldii. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Ensure road widening and maintenance activities (or other infrastructure or development 

activities) involving substrate or vegetation disturbance in areas where R. gouldii occurs 
do not adversely impact on known populations. 

 Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites. 
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Investigate further formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and 

covenants on private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve 
tenure if possible.  

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of R. gouldii within the local community. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  
 
This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to R. gouldii, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006), and 
 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy (WTMA, 2004). 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 

BRI collection records (no date), Queensland Herbarium specimens. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2006, Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006 
– 2010, Queensland Government, viewed 19 May 2008, <http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-
use/sources/management-plans/flora-qld/pubs/qld-protected-plants.pdf>.  

Hyland, BPM, Whiffin, T, Christophel, DC, Gray, B & Elick, RW 2003, Australian Tropical Rain Forest 
Plants: Trees, Shrubs and Vines, CD ROM, CSIRO Publishing, Collingwood. 

Vallee, L, Hogbin, T, Monks, L, Makinson, B, Matthes, M & Rossetto, M 2004, Guidelines for the 
Translocation of Threatened Plants in Australia (2nd ed.), Australian Network for Plant Conservation, Canberra.  
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Wet Tropics Management Authority (WTMA) 2004, Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy: the conservation, 
rehabilitation and transmission to future generations of the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, WTMA, Cairns, 
Queensland, viewed 19 May 2008, <http://www.wettropics.gov.au/mwha/mwha_pdf/ 
Strategies/wtmaConservationStrategy.pdf>.  

Wilson, PG & Hyland, BPM 1988, ‘New taxa of rainforest Myrtaceae from northern Queensland’, Telopea, 
vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 257-271. 
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