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Approved Conservation Advice for 
Brachyscome muelleri (Corunna daisy) 

(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing and draft plans, records 
or management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Brachyscome muelleri (Corunna daisy), family Asteraceae, is an annual herb that grows to a 
height of 20 cm and germinates from seed after autumn rain (Cooke, 1986). Flowers have 
white to pale-mauve ray florets (petals), and develop progressively during late winter and 
spring on robust 6–18 cm long peduncles. Plants senesce during late spring as conditions 
dry (Jusaitis et al., 1998).   

Conservation Status 

The Corunna daisy is listed as endangered under the name Brachyscome muelleri. This 
species is eligible for listing as endangered under the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC Act) as, prior to the commencement of the 
EPBC Act, it was listed as endangered under Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species 
Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth).  

The species is also listed as endangered under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 
(South Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 

The Corunna daisy is known from one site on Corunna Station in the upper Eyre Peninsula 
of South Australia (Jusaitis et al. 1998). About 10 000 plants occur over an area of 0.35 km2 
on a steep, south facing slope of a gorge in the Baxter Hills immediately above the Corunna 
homestead (Jusaitis et al. 1998). The species has been successfully translocated to the 
western edge of the Baxter Hills (Jusaitis and O’Connor, 1999; Jusaitis et al., 2004). The 
species is not known from conservation estate (Jusaitis and O’Connor, 1999). Soils at the 
site are gravelly red to brown friable loams overlying bedrock and interspersed with rocky 
outcrops (Jusaitis et al. 1998).  

Corunna daisy collections from Paskeville (Yorke Peninsula), Gawler (southern Lofty 
Ranges) and Mt St Mungo (western end of the Gawler Ranges) have not been relocated 
(Leigh et al. 1984; Jusaitis et al. 1998, 2004). 

This species occurs within the Gawler IBRA Bioregion and the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural 
Resource Management Region.  

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main identified threats to the Corunna daisy are its small population size, restricted 
range, invasive weeds (particularly smooth mustard (Sisymbrium erysimoides)) and grazing 
by livestock, rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus) and goats (Capra hircus) (Jusaitis and 
O’Connor, 1999, Jusaitis et al., 2004). 
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Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 

 Identify optimal fire regimes for regeneration (vegetative regrowth and/or seed 
germination), and response to other prevailing fire regimes. Assess the relative 
effects of this management on weed populations. 

 Support seed germination trials that are being undertaken by the South Australian 
Government Seed Conservation Centre in Adelaide (Jusaitis et al., 2003; Bickerton, 
pers. comm., 2007, cited in Pobke, 2007).  

 More precisely assess ecological requirements and the relative impacts of threatening 
processes such as vulnerability to livestock grazing. 

Local Priority Actions 

The following local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of the Corunna daisy. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 

 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions 
and the need to adapt them if necessary 

 Suitably control and manage access on private land and other land tenure 

 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at the known site 

 Improve the quality of habitat including regrowth retention (ANRA, 2009) 

 Protect the population through the development of conservation agreements and/or 
covenants 

Invasive Weeds 

 Identify and remove weeds in the local area that are/could become a threat to the 
Corunna daisy, using appropriate methods 

 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a 
significant adverse impact on the Corunna daisy 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 

 Where appropriate, continue to manage total grazing pressure at important sites 
through exclusion fencing or other barriers (Jusaitis et al., 2004; ANRA, 2009) 

 Ensure land manager uses an appropriate grazing management regime that does not 
detrimentally affect this species, limits trampling and allows regeneration from 
seedlings 

 Develop and implement a management plan for the control and eradication of goats 
and rabbits in the region 

Conservation Information 

 Raise awareness of the Corunna daisy within the local community 

 Engage with the land managers responsible for the land on which the population 
occurs and encourage these key stakeholders to contribute to the implementation of 
conservation management actions 

 Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage 

 Support the establishment additional populations that are being undertaken by the 
South Australian Government Seed Conservation Centre (Jusaitis and O’Connor, 
1999; Bickerton, pers. comm., 2007, cited in Pobke, 2007) 

 Ensure that national translocation protocols are being implemented (Vallee et 
al., 2004) 
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This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to the Corunna 
daisy, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the Approved Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Threat abatement plans for competition and land degradation by goats (DEWHA, 
2008a) and rabbits (DEWHA, 2008b) 

 Draft recovery plan for plants on Eyre Peninsula (Pobke, 2007) 

These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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