
The Minister deleted this species from the vulnerable category, effective from 15 May 2013 

 

Trigonostemon inopinatus (a tree) Listing Advice 
Page 1 of 3 

Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 

This advice follows assessment of new information on: 

Trigonostemon inopinatus (a tree) 

 

2. Summary of Species Details 

Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Trigonostemon inopinatus Airy 
Shaw 

State Listing Status Listed as vulnerable under the Queensland Nature 
Conservation Act 1992. 

Description A small tree growing to 3–6 m high, with young growth having a 
dense covering of short, brown hairs, becoming hairless with 
age. Leaves are oval-shaped, widest at or above the centre, 
4–9 cm long and 2–4 cm wide, sparsely hairy on both surfaces, 
mostly obtuse at the apex, the margin entire or with wave-like 
undulations or rounded teeth towards the apex. This species 
has separate male and female flowers on the same plant. Male 
flowers are on stalks 5–6 mm long, with five or six narrow, 
tapering sepals 3–5 mm long and five petals 4 mm long, cream 
with a red base or entirely blackish-red. Fruit are dry, 
approximately spherical, 13 mm wide, smooth, subtended by 
leaf-like sepals 6–11 mm long (Airy Shaw, 1980). 

Distribution The species is endemic to a small area between Mackay and 
Proserpine, eastern Queensland (Queensland Herbarium, 
2009).  

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Found in Araucarian microphyll and notophyll vineforest on 
alluvium along rocky creek banks; complex notophyll vineforest 
on a granite ridge crest; and mixed notophyll vineforest on 
granite derived soils, at altitudes of 80–820 m (Queensland 
Herbarium, 2009). 

Flowers and fruits have been recorded from December to July 
(Queensland Herbarium, 2009). It is not known whether the 
species can reproduce vegetatively. Pollinating mechanisms 
and disturbance response are unknown. 

Threats  

Known There are no known threats to this species. 

Potential As two populations occur in state forest, timber harvesting is a 
potential threat. 

 

3. Public Consultation 

Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. Any comments received that are relevant to the survival of the species have been 
considered by the Committee. 
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4. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 

Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 
the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Reduction in numbers No data 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Geographic distribution 

AND 

Restricted – The extent of occurrence is 1 000 km2 and the 
area of occupancy is unknown (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – Though this species is known from only four locations: 
State Forest 652 (unspecified locality), State Forest 652 (North 
Road), Mt Beatrice National Park (now Eungella National Park) 
and Douglas Creek, its habitat is not considered severely 
fragmented and it is not likely to undergo extreme fluctuations 
in numbers (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Insufficient data – Quantitative population data are not 
available, though labels of herbarium records include 
abundance measures of ‘locally common’ and ‘very common’. 
However, there are insufficient data to determine the number 
of mature individuals (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Continued rate of decline  No data 

OR 

Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Insufficient data – Quantitative population data are not 
available, though labels of herbarium records include 
abundance measures of ‘locally common’ and ‘very common’. 
However, there are insufficient data to determine the number 
of mature individuals (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

No data 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2. 
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Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Insufficient data – Quantitative population data are not 
available, though labels of herbarium records include 
abundance measures of ‘locally common’ and ‘very common’. 
However, there are insufficient data to determine the number 
of mature individuals (Queensland Herbarium, 2009). 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

5. Recommendation 

The Committee notes that this species is eligible for delisting due to the lack of identified 
threats and protection of the species in a reserve system. 
 
The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act be 
amended by deleting from the list in the vulnerable category: 

Trigonostemon inopinatus 

 

 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 
26 August 2010 
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