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Advice to the Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 
from the Threatened Species Scientific Committee (the Committee) 

on Amendment to the list of Threatened Species 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 
 

1. Reason for Conservation Assessment by the Committee 
This advice follows assessment of new information provided through the Species Information 
Partnership with Western Australia on: 

Eucalyptus beardiana (Beard’s mallee) 
 

2. Summary of Species Details 
Taxonomy Conventionally accepted as Eucalyptus beardiana Brooker & 

Blaxell 

State Listing Status Listed as Declared Rare Flora that is rare or likely to become 
extinct under the Western Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 
1950. Managed as endangered by the Western Australian 
Government. 

Description A mallee growing to 5 m tall, with smooth, pinkish-grey to cream 
bark. The narrow, light greyish-green leaves are up to 12.5 cm 
long and 1.5 cm wide. The inflorescences are axillary and have 
up to 11 flowers. The flowers are creamy white, with the lower 
half of the stamens united (Brooker and Blaxell, 1978; Brown et 
al., 1998). 

Distribution This species is endemic to Western Australia and is known from 
23 populations in the Northampton, Shark Bay and Mullewa 
areas (DEC, 2010). 

Relevant 
Biology/Ecology 

Beard’s mallee occurs on red or yellow sand ridges in tree heath 
or tall open shrubland with various eucalypts (Brown et al., 
1998). Associated species include Eucalyptus jucunda (Yuna 
mallee), E. eudesmioides (malallie), E. gittinsii (northern 
sandplain mallee), Banksia sceptrum (sceptre banksia), B. 
ashbyi (Ashby’s banksia), Melaleuca uncinata (broom bush), 
and species of Acacia, Grevillea and Persoonia (Brown et al., 
1998; Patrick, 2001; DEC, 2010). Flowering occurs from August 
to September (Brown et al., 1998). 

Threats  

Known Known threats to this species include firebreak and track 
maintenance, grazing and weeds. Maintenance activities, 
including grading, chemical spraying and the mowing of 
roadside vegetation, are a threat to 10 of the 23 populations. 
Livestock have degraded the habitat at one population, resulting 
in weed invasion (DEC, 2010). 

Potential The main potential threat to Beard’s mallee is livestock grazing. 
Although only one population has records of where grazing has 
damaged the habitat, the potential threat exists for 
12 populations located on pastoral leases, private property and 
a Main Roads road reserve, which may be accessed by stock 
and feral goats (Capra hircus) (DEC, 2010). 
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Public Consultation 
Notice of the proposed amendment was made available for public comment for 30 business 
days. No comments were received. 
 

3. How judged by the Committee in relation to the EPBC Act criteria and Regulations 
 
Criterion 1: It has undergone, is suspected to have undergone or is likely to undergo in 

the immediate future a very severe, severe or substantial reduction in 
numbers. 

Not Eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Reduction in numbers Insufficient data – Though surveys undertaken between 1986 

and 2007 increased the number of known populations from 
4 to 23, data shows three populations have decreased and 
eight have not been resurveyed since their discovery (DEC, 
2010). Given the small population numbers (1–250) and 
possible impact of current known threats, future reductions 
may occur. However there are insufficient data to indicate 
reductions would be substantial. 

 

Criterion 2: Its geographic distribution is precarious for the survival of the species and is 
very restricted, restricted or limited. 

Eligible for listing as vulnerable 

Criterion element Evidence 
Geographic distribution 

AND 

Limited – The extent of occurrence is 8300 km2. Only 14 of the 
23 known populations have had an area of occupancy 
recorded. The total area of occupancy for known populations is 
0.87 km2 (DEC, 2010). 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

Yes – This species is known from 23 locations and is 
considered to be fragmented. Given this species’ small 
population sizes and the ongoing threat of maintenance 
activities and weed invasion, it is likely this species will 
undergo a decline in numbers. 

 

Criterion 3: The estimated total number of mature individuals is very low, low or limited; 
and either 
(a) evidence suggests that the number will continue to decline at a very high, 
high or substantial rate; or 
(b) the number is likely to continue to decline and its geographic distribution is 
precarious for its survival. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 
Total no. of mature 
individuals 

AND 

Limited – The total number of mature plants is 1 378 (DEC, 
2010). 

Continued rate of decline  Insufficient data – see Criterion 1 
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OR 
Total no. of mature 
individuals  

AND 

Limited – The total number of mature plants is 1 378 (DEC, 
2010). 

Continued decline likely 

AND 

Insufficient data – see Criterion 1 

 

Geographic distribution 
precarious 

No – see Criterion 2 

 

Criterion 4: The estimated total number of mature individuals is extremely low, very low or 
low. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Total no. of mature 
individuals 

Not low – The total number of mature plants is 1 378 (DEC, 
2010). 

 

Criterion 5: Probability of extinction in the wild that is at least 
(a) 50% in the immediate future; or 
(b) 20% in the near future; or 
(c) 10% in the medium-term future. 

Not eligible 

Criterion element Evidence 

Probability of extinction in 
the wild  

No data 

 

4. Recovery Plan 
There should not be a recovery plan for Eucalyptus beardiana as the approved 
conservation advice for the species provides sufficient direction to implement priority actions 
and mitigate against key threats. 

 

5. Recommendations 
(i) The Committee recommends that the list referred to in section 178 of the EPBC Act 

be amended by transferring from the endangered category to the vulnerable 
category: 

Eucalyptus beardiana 
(ii) The Committee recommends that there should not be a recovery plan for this species. 

 

Threatened Species Scientific Committee 

1 June 2010 
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