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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Grevillea treueriana (Mt Finke Grevillea) 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species.  

Description 
Grevillea treueriana, Family Proteaceae, also known as Mt Finke Grevillea or Scarlet 
Grevillea, is a prickly shrub with spreading branches to 2 m high and 2 m across, with small, 
rigid leaves. Flower heads contain clusters of 20–35 bright scarlet or orange-red and yellow 
flowers, and small, rigid leaves (Makinson, 2000). This species is very closely related to 
Grevillea aneura but differs by its mostly longer, cylindrical, ultimate leaf lobes (up to 4 cm 
long), its longer pistil (27–32 mm) and its more oblique, almost lateral pollen presenter. For 
many years, G. treueriana was confused with G. anethifolia because they have similar 
foliage, but the flowers of G. treueriana are scarlet to orange-red while those of G. anethifolia 
are cream (Olde & Marriott, 1995). 

Conservation Status 
Mt Finke Grevillea is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). The species is also listed 
as vulnerable under the National Parks and Wildlife Act, 1972 (South Australia). 

Distribution and Habitat 
Mt Finke Grevillea is confined to Mt Finke, 150 km north of Ceduna, South Australia, and 
towards Ooldea in the Nullabor flora region (Kutsche & Lay, 2003). All plant specimens — 
13 in total — held by the South Australian Herbarium are from Mt Finke (State Herbarium of 
South Australia, 2007). Mt Finke is within the Yellabinna Wilderness Protection Area. This 
species occurs within the Alinytjara Wilurara Natural Resource Management Region. 

Mt Finke Grevillea grows in rocky crevices (Kutsche & Lay, 2003), often on south slopes at 
an altitude of 250 m in shallow quartzite sand, usually in exposed open sites (Olde & 
Marriott, 1995; Makinson, 2000). 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological communities. 

Threats 
The main potential threats to the species include grazing by feral rabbits 
(Oryctolagus cuniculus) and goats (Capra hircus); habitat loss; fragmentation (ANRA, 2007); 
and inappropriate fire regimes.  

Research Priorities 
Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
• Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
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• More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 
relative impacts of threatening processes. 

• Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

Regional and Local Priority Actions  
The following priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done to support the 
recovery of Mt Finke Grevillea. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
• Monitor known populations to identify key threats. 
• Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary. 
• Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
• Ensure infrastructure or development activities involving substrate or vegetation 

disturbance in the Yellabinna Wilderness Protection Area where Mt Finke Grevillea 
occurs do not adversely impact on known populations. 

• Control access routes to suitably constrain public access to known sites on public land, in 
accordance with the Wilderness Code of Management (DEH SA, 2004). 

• Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
• Implement the Threat Abatement Plans for the control and eradication of feral rabbits and 

goats in the local region (EA, 1999a, 1999b). 

Fire 
• Develop and implement a suitable fire management strategy for Mt Finke Grevillea. 
• Provide maps of known occurrences to local and state Rural Fire Services and seek 

inclusion of mitigative measures in bush fire risk management plan(s), risk register and/or 
operation maps. 

Conservation Information 
• Raise awareness of Mt Finke Grevillea within the local community and with tourists. 
• Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
• Undertake appropriate seed collection and storage.  
• Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. Seed is 

used for regeneration (Makinson, 2000). 
• Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible.  

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to Mt Finke 
Grevillea, but highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of 
preparing the conservation advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Goats (EA, 1999a), 
• Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral Rabbits (EA, 1999b), 
• Wilderness Code of Management (DEH SA, 2004), and 
• A management plan for the Yellabinna region is currently being prepared (DEH SA, 

2008). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  

Information Sources: 
Australian Natural Resources Atlas (ANRA) 2007, Biodiversity Assessment – Gawler - Species at risk and the 
Threatening Process, Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts, viewed 12 May 2008, 
<http://www.anra.gov.au/topics/vegetation/assessment/sa/ibra-gaw-species-threats.html>. 

Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH) SA 2004, Wilderness Protection Areas and Zones: South 
Australian Code of Management, viewed 12 May 2008, 
<http://www.parks.sa.gov.au/publish/groups/public/@reserveplanning/documents/all/parks_pdfs_wpa_code.pdf>. 

Department for Environment and Heritage (DEH) SA 2008, Management Plans, viewed 12 May 2008, 
<http://www.parks.sa.gov.au/parks/management/managementplans/index.htm>. 

Environment Australia (EA) 1999a, Threat Abatement Plan for Competition and Land Degradation by Feral 
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