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Approved Conservation Advice  
(s266B of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) 

Approved Conservation Advice for 
Asplenium wildii 

This Conservation Advice has been developed based on the best available information at the 
time this Conservation Advice was approved; this includes existing plans, records or 
management prescriptions for this species. 

Description 

Asplenium wildii, Family Aspleniaceae, is a lithophytic fern with a slightly creeping habit. The 
rhizome is short-creeping and densely covered with light-brown scales. The stipe, 3–8 mm 
long and 0.5 mm wide, and rachis are mostly dark brown becoming green near the apex. 
Lamina (fronds) are semi-erect or pendant, ovate to narrowly ovate, thin, sometimes glabrous 
and grow to 15 cm long (Andrews, 1990; Jones & Clemesha, 1977). The lamina margins are 
very irregular. Asplenium wildii is similar to but generally smaller than A. unilaterale. 
Asplenium wildii may represent an extreme in the range of variation of the A. unilaterale 
complex (Brownsey, 1998). 

Conservation Status 

Asplenium wildii is listed as vulnerable. This species is eligible for listing as vulnerable 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cwlth) (EPBC 
Act) as, prior to the commencement of the EPBC Act, it was listed as vulnerable under 
Schedule 1 of the Endangered Species Protection Act 1992 (Cwlth). Asplenium wildii is also 
listed as vulnerable under the Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland). 

Distribution and Habitat 

Asplenium wildii is endemic to north-east Queensland. A number of collections have been 
made in the Daintree River area, Daintree National Park, near Cairns and Stewart Creek 
(Brownsey, 1998). Although some sources suggest that this species is limited to the Daintree 
area (Andrews, 1990; Brownsey, 1998), herbarium records suggest that this species was 
known from ranges west of Cairns. 

Asplenium wildii is generally found on mossy boulders in accumulated soil within lowland 
rainforest, occasionally on the banks of streams. It occurs within the Wet Tropics 
(Queensland) Natural Resource Management Regions. 

The distribution of this species is not known to overlap with any EPBC Act-listed threatened 
ecological community. 

Threats 

The main potential threats to A. wildii include weed invasion, terrestrial instability (steep 
slopes), pigs (Sus scrofa), habitat modification and non-enforcement of management 
prescriptions on private land (EPA, 2008).  

Research Priorities 

Research priorities that would inform future regional and local priority actions include: 
 Design and implement a monitoring program or, if appropriate, support and enhance 

existing programs. 
 More precisely assess population size, distribution, ecological requirements and the 

relative impacts of threatening processes. 
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 Undertake survey work in suitable habitat and potential habitat to locate any additional 
populations/occurrences/remnants. 

 Undertake spore germination and/or vegetative propagation trials to determine the 
requirements for successful establishment.  

Regional and Local Priority Actions  

The following regional and local priority recovery and threat abatement actions can be done 
to support the recovery of A. wildii. 

Habitat Loss, Disturbance and Modification 
 Monitor known populations to identify key threats.  
 Monitor the progress of recovery, including the effectiveness of management actions and 

the need to adapt them if necessary.  
 Minimise adverse impacts from land use at known sites. 
 Identify populations of high conservation priority. 
 Investigate formal conservation arrangements, management agreements and covenants on 

private land, and for crown and private land investigate inclusion in reserve tenure if 
possible. 

Invasive Weeds 
 Ensure chemicals or other mechanisms used to eradicate weeds do not have a significant 

adverse impact on A. wildii. 
 Identify and remove weeds in the local area, which could become a threat to A. wildii, 

using appropriate methods. 
 Manage sites to prevent introduction of invasive weeds, which could become a threat to 

the species, using appropriate methods.   

Trampling, Browsing or Grazing 
 Implement the Threat Abatement Plan for the control and eradication of feral pigs in the 

region (DEH, 2005). 

Conservation Information 
 Raise awareness of A. wildii within the local community.  
 Maintain liaisons with private landholders and land managers of land on which 

populations occur. 

Enable Recovery of Additional Sites and/or Populations 
 Undertake appropriate spore collection and storage. 
 Investigate options for linking, enhancing or establishing additional populations. 
 Implement national translocation protocols (Vallee et al., 2004) if establishing additional 

populations is considered necessary and feasible. 
 

This list does not necessarily encompass all actions that may be of benefit to A. wildii, but 
highlights those that are considered to be of highest priority at the time of preparing the 
Conservation Advice.  

Existing Plans/Management Prescriptions that are Relevant to the Species 

 Threat Abatement Plan for Predation, Habitat Degradation, Competition and Disease 
Transmission by Feral Pigs (DEH, 2005),  

 Management Program for Protected Plants in Queensland 2006–2010 (EPA, 2006), 
 Sustaining the Wet Tropics: A Regional Plan for Natural Resource Management 2004–

2008 (FNQ NRM Ltd. & Rainforest CRC, 2004), and 
 Wet Tropics Conservation Strategy (WTMA, 2004). 
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These prescriptions were current at the time of publishing; please refer to the relevant 
agency’s website for any updated versions.  
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